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INTRODUCTION. 


Da. Warts has wisely observed, that 
there are few studies so worthy a man as 
the knowledge of himself; that many ad- 
vantages attend a right notion herein. Un- 
der this impression, the writer of these 
pages has from time to time committed his 
thoughts to paper, but never with a view to 
make them public till within a short period ; 
having uniformly had cause to be humbled 
at the very limited powers of which he con- 
ceived man possessed in order to obtain any 
thing like certainty in this knowledge; be- 
lieving that all true wisdom must be per- 
fected from that source from whence it 
alone originates; and though the greatest 
part of this work has been written near 
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sixteen years, he does not mean to be un- 
derstood that the whole that is here pre- 
sented has been so long compiled, there 
being matters interwoven which the cir- 
cumstances of the present times have in 
some degree called forth. 

One principal object of the present work 
is to collect into one point of view some 
leading arguments which have been used 
by. different authors in support of the prin- 
ciples of Christianity, where they have been 
particularly led to oppose the pernicious 
principles of deists and infidels of every 
description ; for which purpose it will be 
found that a considerable use has been made 
of the works of various learned men: and 
having professed this, the writer does not 
think it will be necessary to burden the 
pages in every case with a reference imme- 


diately to every translation or author of 
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which he has availed himself. It has been 
a general complaint of those who have not 
believed in Divine or Christian revelation, 
that others who have opposed them, having 
imagined they had such a host of evidence 
on their side, have seldom considered the 
necessity of lowering themselves so far as to 
be on even ground with their opponents: - 
those for instance who defend themselves 
against atheism almost invariably assert ‘‘ the 
existence of a God” as the groundwork of 
their argument, without considering that, in 
order to ascertain the fact, it is absolutely 
necessary to prove in what manner he does 
exist, before any right deduction can clearly 
follow from their evidence. This has been 
particularly attended to. And as the Scrip- 
tures are either doubted or disbelieved by 
sceptics or infidels, some care has been 
taken to avoid bringing them as the only 


proof of the fallibility of man. 
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The-second part of this work is a small 
_ Selection of texts from the Old and New 
Testaments, brought under different heads, 
to prove the dispensation of Jesus Christ 
from Scripture authority, which is beyond 
all doubt incontrovertible; nothing “herein 
having occurred which had not the evidence 
of prophetic declaration many centuries pre- 
vious to the facts coming to pass. If it 
should prove useful to those who have per- 
mitted doubts to have gained an ascendancy 
in their minds, or a little strength to those 
who have got somewhat further on their 
journey, the earnest wish of the writer will 
be accomplished. 
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vine influence—this knowledge not only de- 
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in regeneration and a new birth. God known 
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and power. The doctrines of the ancient phi- 
losophers not to be compared with those of the 
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On the theocracy of the Jews, and divine reve- 
Jation. WHartley’s sentiments on Enthusiasm. 
Dryden on immediate Revelation. The benefits 
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“ness there is in a blind confidence in ourselyes, 
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phers. Spartan virtue what. The inconsistency 
of Plato, Socrates, and Cato. Vice counte- 
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_ of Erasmus and the Bishop of London on this 
important subject. Divine truth an emanation 
from Divinity—human reason incapable of com- 
manding this emanation. Philosophy, logic, 
&c. incapable of discovering the truth. Perfect 
humility, and a surrender of our wills to the 
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made little or no change in the lives of mankind 
—how different the effects of Christianity ! 
How far human reason can go—but to be per- 
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fected, it must be divinely illuminated. Finite 
man incapable of comprehending the ways and . 
works of infinity. ” 
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PART THE FIRST. 


REASON AND REVELATION 
CONSIDERED, 


AS CONNECTED WITH 


CHRISTIAN FAITH anp EXPERIENCE, 


ON 


THE EXISTENCE OF GOD, 


AND ON 


DIVINE REVELATION anv GRACE. 


SECTION I. 


It is acknowledged by all-denominations of 
Christians, that it is necessary they should be- 
lieve in the existence of a Supreme Being. Many 
volumes have been written on this ‘important 
subject, and it is probable much to the advan- 
tage of mankind; yet few authors have taken it 
up on such grounds as to establish it in any 
other way, than from the cloud of evidence 
which it is possible to bring forward from an 
external view of his extraordinary works in the 
creation. A material loss, however, seems to 
have been sustained by not proceeding some- 
what further. It is true, the external view of the 
works of Omnipotence may show us the beauties 
of nature ; the varieties of riches with which she 
is stored; the extraordinary mechanism of all 
B ¥ 
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animal creation; and in some degree account 
for the formation of their different classes, ge- 
nera, and species; as also of plants, metallic 
substances, earths, &c. Nature, indeed, in its 
various forms may be explored by man; and, 
by the knowledge he acquires, be made subser- 
vient to his wants: he may also account for the 
variety of the changes in the elements; how the 
vapours rise into the atmosphere and form clouds, 
which produce rain; the vivid lightning, and 
thunder. The construction of his own body, 
and its various properties, may be known to 
him: he may also know how the blood cireu- 
lates in the arteries and veins; and when this 
wonderful machine is diseased, he may endea- 
vour to find out the cause, and to know, by a 
variety of symptoms, the necessary means of 
attempting to bring every thing into its proper . 
order. But with all this wonderful knowledge, 
so superior to any other animated being, he may 
be ignorant of himself; and without divine aid — 
cannot account for the changes, the beauties 
-and deformities of his own soul, nor for the 
happiness or misery that awaits it. 

The mere knowledge and contemplation of 
the exterior works of Omnipotence is incapable 
of conveying to the understanding the relative 
situation in which it stands with respect to him- 
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self. This can only be communicated by an ema- 
nation of the Divinity, so influencing the mind 
as to make the discovery of its total dependence 
upon him for all things, whether spiritual or 
temporal. This knowledge is not only desirable, 
and consistent with the divine harmony, but ab- 
solutely necessary, it being the foundation and 
ground-work of all true religion ; without it, 
man is deprived of the most essential and exalted 
of all the benefits intended by his creation, viz. 
the internal and only true evidence of God, and 
of the necessity of a divine union with him. 
Man, from the nmiere force of his education 
and habits, may express his belief in a superin- 
tending Providence ; they may lead him to sup- 
pose the world could not be created, nor the 
order therein maintained, but from a first cause: 
yet a heartfelt belief of this, and of the existence 
of God, cannot be. really and effectually pro- 
duced but by the influence of the Almighty, 
communicated immediately by himself. To 
this degree of perfection man through divine 
aid only can attain; and for this purpose he 
was created; not altogether to judge of natural 
things, but to experience a divine union and 
communion, by which the mysteries of the 
heavenly kingdom are revealed, and that part in 
him which is immortal becomes prepared for a 
Bg 
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state of bliss which saints and angels and just 
men made perfect are in the continual enjoy- 
ment of. . 

The internal mae of the Divine Being, 
when fully received, leads us to consider him as 
a Father, Protector, and Almighty Friend ; to 
worship, fear, and. honour him as such; not 
with a degrading fear, which would lead us to 
leok on him as a tyrant, who insists on every 
proof of our allegiance through the dread of 
feeling the force and power of his avenging 
arm ; but as a tender parent, on whom all our 
love and affection is fixed. The fear that pos- 
sesses the mind when it is brought into this con- 
nexion, is that which is produced by love alone, 
from an anxiety lest we should offend him in 
whom all our love ought to be centred: it is 
a generous and grateful fear. Were this internal 
principle given way to, it could not but operate 
to make us continually watchful over every 
thought and action, lest we should lose those 
impressions by which. the soul is drawn into a 
divine union with its Maker: it would naturally 
produce the language ‘* Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven ;” because in this situa- 
tion we are satisfied that every thing contrary to 
his will is out of the divine harmony, and can- 
not be useful either to ourselves or others. 
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When the mind of man is thus united to his 
Creator, every action will discover the power by 
which he is led; love to. all mankind will show 
itself to be predominant, because he knows and 
feels that God is himself nothing but love. He 
will weigh every action in the unerring balance 
of truth; prejudice and party-spirit will be 
avoided with the utmost care, lest, being hur- 
ried on by blind passion, he should suffer anger, 
resentment, or revenge, to influence or distress 
bim in his walking before the Lord. He will 
learn in this book of experience, that in his ap- 
proaches to his Creator there needs not any man 
to teach him, because he is sensible he has to do 
with one who sees every action, knows every 
thought. 

If we have not the immediate evidence of a 
Divine Being, and of his influence on the mind, 
we can hardly be said to be more than wor- 
shippers in the outward court. So that outward 
evidence only, though it may convey admiration 
and astonishment at the extraordinary wisdom 
and power of God, yet this proof of his exist- 
ence can have but little effect in regulating our 
actions, or leading us into consistency of con- 
duct. 

Many persons rest on what they call the reve- 
lation of the Scriptures ; as if the knowledge of 
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them alone were capable of giving eternal salya- 
tion. One writer, possessed of superior talents, 
has taken much pains to bring forward evidences 
of Christianity, and also to prove the existence 
of the Divine Being ; and, as far as ontward evi- 
dence can go, he has done it in a clear and com- 
prehensive manner. 

It is notwithstanding extraordinary, that the 
learned author alluded to should, without any 
hesitation, on another occasion endeavour to do 
away the ground-work of that pure evidence of 
a Divine Being and of divine knowledge, with- 
out which, our Saviour has plainly told us, * we 
cannot see the kingdom of God.” It is to be 
regretted that any one filling an exalted station 
in the Church should advance a sentiment that 
in the smallest degree has a tendency to inyali- 
date the full intention of the coming of our 
blessed Lord. Any assertion of such persons 
which would weaken the cause of vital Chris- 
tianity, would also in a hundredfold degree be 
more likely to promote infidelity than any thin 
that could be advanced by the professed adversa- 
ries of truth, 

The following passage will show what is 
meant: ‘* If any one asks,” says Archdeacon Pa- 
ley, ‘* what the expressions in Scripture, rege- 
nerate, born of the spirit, new creatures, mean; 
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we answer, that they mean nothing ; nothing to 
us; riothing to be found or sought for in the 
present circumstances of Christianity.” (See 
Sermon at Visitation of Bishop of Carlisle, 
July 15, 1777.) But to this the true Christian 
even in this day may reply, ‘* My only hope is 
in this spiritual birth and regeneration ;” and it 
is only when we are favoured with this experi- 
ence that we can fully know the Supreme Being, 
and the true advantages of vital religion, and its 
immediate comforts in time of need. In adver- 
sity, if we have nothing to look to but our own 
self-righteousness and self-complacence on ac- 
count of our supposed freedom from some sins, 
we lose the greatest of all advantages in the com- 
munion of our spirits with the God of all spirits. 
Tt is only through our spiritual senses that we 
know any thing of the presence of God; and 
that not in our own carnal wills, “* because he 
is a spirit.”” But to attain to this divine know- 
ledge, and to experience its full efficacy, the 
mind must be stripped of self-knowledge, and 
totally given up to the influence of divine grace, 
which will never lead into delusion, but to the 
pure eternal truth. This divine influence is most 
sensibly felt in awful and reverend, inward si- 
lence, when all nature is stilled, and the mind 
so brought into the depths of humility and self- 
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abasement, as to be willing that the Lord alone 
shall reign in the heart. 


“ Be still, and know that I am God!’ Command 
Divine! which sure, howe’er mankind may change, 
Must fixt remain, Creation’s wide expanse, 

By philosophic reasoning, leads the mind 

To some first cause, omnipotent and wise, 

Whose kind protecting providence pours down 
Prolific fatness from the low’ring cloud ; 

Who rides tremendous in the wintry storm, 

And bids the solid earth's foundations shake. 

But who would know the God that dwells within, 
And deigns to make the humble heart his throne, 
Must learn that precious lesson, ‘ to be still,” 
The still small voice, when in his mantle wrapp'd, 
The prophet rayen-fed, on Horel’s mount, 

Saw rending winds and earthquakes pass, and fire: 
(The Lord in none of these) The still small voice, 
In accents clear though calm, Heaven's high behest, 
Th’ admiring prophet taught, and teaches still 

The humble heart, in holy silence bow’d, 

When self, tempestuous self, is prostrate fall’n.” 


It is certainly a great drawback on Chris- 
tianity, if little more is taught us than to admire 
and adore the Author of nature through his out- 
ward works; or to show us no other advantages 
from the coming of Christ, than from his out- 
ward or moral laws. Some indeed are hardy 
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enough to say, As well might we pay respect 
to the morality of Socrates, Plato, and Epictetus, 
who were each advocates for sublime virtue, as 
to Jesus Christ, if nothing more is to be obtained 
from him than his morality.” But we find that 
the doctrines of the philosophers bear no com- 
parison with his, neither have they power or 
weight sufficient to bring even their own pre- 
cepts into universal action: but the experience 
of ages has shown, that those who have a living 
faith in Jesus Christ, live under his influence, 
and unreservedly obey his dictates; the purity 
of their lives is a sufficient evidence of the power 
by which they are governed. 

‘Although those who have never considered 
this subject may reason after this manner, ** How 
doth God manifest himself to his creatures ? Di- 
vine reyelation has certainly ceased in these 
days.” Yet we would have such to reflect, that 
where there is no revelation, there can be no true 
knowledge of God. For what saith the Scrip- 
ture ?—** None knoweth the Father but the Son, 
and he to whom the Son will-reveal him.” 

*€ Men have sought out many inventions, and 
devised many ways and means of coming to the 
knowledge of the Almighty. Moral, and even 
mathematical, demonstrations of his existence 
4+haye been attempted, but all in vain; as such in- 
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ventions and devices have increased, sorrow and 
perplexity have increased also; and even if they 
have succeeded so far as to satisfy the natural 
understanding, what is it at best but. a kind of 
historical knowledge, a strong conceit or imagi- 
nation of something concerning God, without 
any thing like a sensibility of his presence, or an 
intuitive self-evident conviclitT of ah nature 
and attributes ! 

«¢ We are told that thecelebrated John Selden 
on his death-bed sent for Archbishop Usher; and 
in the course of a most serious and affecting cons 
yersation assured him, that he had accurately 
surveyed almost every part of literature and sci- 
ence that was held in the highest esteem by the 
sons of men, that he had possessed himself of a 
great number of the most valuable books and 
manuscripts upon all ancient subjects, and yet 

‘at that time he could not recollect one single 
passage out of any volume in this large collec- 
tion, upon which he could rest his soul, or from 
which he could derive one ray of consolation, 
except some that he had met with in the Holy 
Scriptures; and that the most remarkable pas- 
sage which had then made the deepest impression 
upon his mind was this: ‘ For the grace of 

~ God that bringeth salyation hath apppeared unto 
all men; teaching us that denying ungodliness 
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and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righ- 
teously and godly, in this present world; look- 
ing for that blessed hope, and the glorious ap- 
pearance of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.” Selden with all his learning, there- 
fore, was obliged to seek for a true knowledge of 
God in the volume of his own heart; and, agree- 
ably to the direction of an outward revelation, 
to look for the appearance of that grace which 
it promised, in a place which his gehius had not 
yet explored, and which never could have been 
revealed to his outward eye. He had no doubt 
heard of God by the hearing of the ear, and could 
have accurately demonstrated his existence and 
attributes ; but till that blessed moment his eye 
had never seen him. 

‘¢ Thus all those fine literary accomplishments 
which feed the pride of the scholar, though when 
properly applied they have their uses, and great 

uses too, must nevertheless be sacrificed when 
they prove, as they frequently do,.very great im- 
pediments to a spiritual knowledge of God. The 
most towering genius on earth can never gain 
adinittance into the kingdom of heaven, till he 
condescends to the simplicity of a little child, 
and with faith and humility opens his heart 
to his heavenly Father for that true wisdom 
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which can only come immediately from him.” 
Duché. ; 

Most persons who call themselves Christians 
are taught to believe it their duty *¢ to love God 
with all their heart, with all their mind, with 
all their soul, and with all their strength; to put 
their whole trust in him, and to serve him truly 
all the days of their lives,’’—a great and desirable 
attainment indeed! But it is one thing to ex- 
press this as a duty, and another thing to act 
conformably thereto. Many pretend to this high 
attainment, and enforce it as a duty on others ; 
when, were they to look within themselves, they 
would discover they had known very little of this 
heavenly disposition; and, indeed, that it could 
not be obtained but by the fallen nature of man 
giving way to the divine nature or grace of God, 
which is alone capable of leading us to a true 
sense, feeling, and knowledge of himself or his 
attributes. It is altogether vain to conceive that 
we can love him with all our mind, soul, and 
strength, and put our whole trust in him, un- 
Jess we have received a previous communication, 
revelation, or manifestation of himself in our 
hearts. 

It would be a great happiness, and certainly 
would tend to the true exaltation of the humble 
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Christian, were he to turn his attention reve= 
réntly and awfully to the internal and spiritual 
knowledge of his Creator. Indeed, were he more 
inclined to seek divine instruction for himself, 
both God and his mysteries would be more known 
to him, and those serious divisions many times 
avoided, which, it is but too obvious, rend the 
Christian Church. Neither God nor his Christ are 
divided ; nor is the truth, were it sought after in 
humility, through the medium only of the God 
ofall truth. Thus, if God can only be known 
spiritually by seeking ‘him in the hidden sanc- 
tuary of the soul, how in any other way are we 
to attain to a still greater mystery, the spiritual 
knowledge of his Son? It would appear unrea- 
sonable to charge any with wilful obstinacy, or 


to almost anathematize them, because they can- . “ 


not by their natural understanding comprehend 
those things of a divine nature which can only 
be unfolded by Eternal Wisdom himself. Yet it 
is certain that man may be acquainted with Jesus 
Christ and his attributes, were he to resign the 
faculties of his mind ‘to divine disposal: but, as 
before said, he must submit to be taught of God, 
if ever he attain to the knowledge of .the things 
of God. QES 

While the Jews suffered themselves to be un- 
der a theocracy, or diyine government, the Scrip- 
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tures testify thronghout, that in no instance were 
they deceived. It was only when they neglected 
to make God their refuge and their strength that 
they were permitted to fall; and it was from this 
circumstance alone that they became the de- 
spised and forlorn, people they have now been 
for many centuries. Oh, that mankind, in this 
day of great outward profession, would but make 
the comparison between the practice of the Jews, 
who avowedly sought instruction from the Lord 
himself, and their own present practice! De 
professing Christians so far hamble themselves, 
‘as to seek his counsel, even in matters of the 
greatest importance, when there is no doubt, if 
patiently waited for, it might be obtained? But 
it is obvious that too many live as without God 
in the world; and they seem as though they chose 
it should be so, by contemptuously passing by, 
nay sometimes ridiculing, the very means where- 
by their salvation and knowledge of divine things 
must be experienced, if ever they are attained to. 

But if the theocracy ef the Jews was so sin- 
gularly effectual, by the Lord himself speaking 
to them in the holy sanctuary through Urim and 
Thummim, or outward oracle, by making known 
his divine decrees; we may justly infer that the 
Christian dispensation, which we are told is a 
more perfect one than that of the outward law, 
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js also more than equally capable of instructing 
mankind in the knowledge of God. 

Those who bend to divine instruction will 
find that ** the kingdom of heaven is within ;”’ 
and that the height of all human attainment, in- 
deed of true wisdom and happiness, is to know 
and to feel that the Lord alone does indeed reign 
in the heart. 

There are many mysteries in the Christian re- 
ligion which the most subtle reasoning cannot 
comprehend or define, and which can, only be 
known by the divine intelligence in the mind of 
what is the true knowledge of God, so as effec- 
tually to recognize him as Abba Father; or of 
his son Jesus Christ as one with the Father, as 
Saviour, Redeemer, and Mediator, -Neither can 
- the grace of Jesus Christ, nor the manner of its 

operation on the mind, be known, without this 
‘same divine assistance. The true abased and 
humble Christian knows these things from living 
experience $ also the truth of these words of our 
Redeemer, ‘‘ That this is life eternal, that they 
might know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
* Christ whom thou hast sent,’”’ Luke xvii. 3: as 
also what he says in another place, ‘* Without 
me ye can do nothing,” It is only through this 
divine power, in Scripture called the grace of 
God, that man can be kept from evil: when pas- 
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sions, custom, prejudice, temperament, &t. &e. 
draw to the right or left, if his eye be steadily 
‘fixed on this Almighty source, and he has no 
confidence in himself ; if this divine wisdom be 
sought-after and trusted to, he will ever be kept 
in the right way. Those who thus willingly 
bend every faculty of their souls towards this 
divine influence, and acknowledge Christ to be 
the way, the truth, and the life, placing all their 
dependence on him, and him alone, will find 
that the termination of all their exercises will be 
love, peace, and assurance for ever. The term 
usually applied to this exalted belief in revela- 
tion is enthusiasm; but as enthusiasm does not 
‘belong to those who enjoy this belief more than 
to any other denomination of persons who main- 
tain their particular opinions ‘with a proper and 
necessary energy, I shall pass it by, only obsery- 
ing with a learned author who treated on this 
subject, ‘that a spice of enthusiasm is no un-- 
reputable thing; seeing that a man seated on 
this bench finds himself in very. good company; 
some of the greatest philosophers, prophets, le- 
gislators, doctors, fathers, and saints in all ages, 
being confessedly his assessors * :” and T would 
‘observe also, that the misapplication of any 
fe ee Ee a een ee Sn ew 
* Hartley. 
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thing that is good in itself does not render such 
‘thing not good. 

Those who believe in the effectual powers of 
Divine revelation and grace, are sensible that it 
is never at their command; that it is the gift of 
God ; and that he by his own power, when him- 
self has prepared the heart to receive it, commu- 
nicates this his blessed will : then it is that reason 
is truly perfected and expanded in the obedient 
mind; self is of no estimation, the revealed will 
of God being all it is desirous of knowing. 

Dryden observes, ‘ that the principles of na- 
tural worship are only the faint remnants or dy- 
ing flames of revealed religion in the posterity of 
Noah; and our modern philosophers, nay, and 
some of our philosophizing divines, have too 
much exalted the faculties of-our souls, when 
they have maintained that by their force man- 
kind have been able to find out that there is one 
Supreme Agent or intellectual Being, which we 
call God; that prayer and praise are his due 
worship ; and the rest of those deductions, 
which I am confident are the remote effects of 
revelation, and unattainable. by our natural dis- 
cernment; I mean, as simply considered, and 
without the benefit of divine ilumination. And 
indeed it is very improbable that we, who by 
the strength of our facultics cannot enter into 
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the knowledge of any being, not so much as_ 
of our own, should be able to find out by them 
that supreme nature which we cannot otherwise 
define, than by saying it is infinite; as if infinite 
were definable, or infinity a subject for our nar- 
row understanding. Reason is always striving, 
always at a loss; and of necessity it must so 
come to pass, while it is exercised about that 
which is not its proper object.” (Preface to 
Religio Laici.) 

One reason why great caution is necessary in 
the investigation of truth is, that self-will in this 
attempt often makes its appearance ; and repeat- 
ed experience has shown, as above observed, that 
it is not when the mind is most elated the pro- 
perest time to determine thereon. Calmness, and 
cool reflection on what passes within our own 
hearts, are perhaps the most effectual means 
whereby we may expect to succeed in our re- 
searches. Considerations of this kind will then 
frequently produce the following language: 
‘* Remember, O my soul, the quietude of those 
whom Christ governs, and in all thy proceedings 
feel after it: doth he condescend to bless thee 
with his presence; to move and influence thee 
to action; to dwell in thee, and walk in thee? 
remember then thy station as a being sacred 
to God.” (I¥oolman,) an 
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The humble man is instructed from ‘a pure 
source whilst he is favoured to be thus abased ; 
and as long as he shuts out all creaturely wis- 
dom, the Prince of Peace will dwell in his habi- 
tation; will be an eternal strength to him, co- 
vering his head in the day of battle, and will 
abundantly give him of that wisdom which is 
from above, which is first pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, easy to be intreated, fuil of mercy and 
good fruits, without partiality, and without hy- 
pocrisy. (James iil. 17.) 

Can man then, as man, thus keep himself? 
Alas ! it is impossible. 

The time when the mind may be most capable 
_of just reflection, is for the most part in those 
moments of adversity when it has no ontward 
prop to lean on, no subterfuge to lay hold of; 
when all nature seerns to have forsaken it, and 
when all the powers of reason are proved to be 
<¢ but as sounding brass, or as a tinkling cym- 
bal.” Then it is that many of those who may 
have contemned the salvation of the Gospel of 
Christ are made sensible that there is a commu- 
nication between God and their own souls ; and 
thus they experience, ‘* Blessed are ye that hun- 
ger and thirst after righteousness, for ye shall be 
filled.’ Here the creature is humbled, as in the 
dust; the scales fall from his eyes, and he dis- 
covers that the enchanting voice of human rea- 
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son, which once had afforded a degree of appa- 
rent satisfaction, was a delusion that had nearly 
plunged its wretched victim into despair. Ado- 
rable goodness!—How many have been thus 
snatched as brands from the burning ; and, by 
thus feeling the efficacy of God’s redeeming 
love, have been made to rejoice with a joy un- 
speakable ! 

The final changes which passed in the lives of 
Buckingham, Rochester, &c. &c. who carried 
their ideas of reason to its utmost limits, are so 
many proofs, among many others that could 
be named, of the vanity and folly of their own 
absurd system. Their closing period evinced 
how they had been deluded, and how they had 
deluded others. —Ah! the horror they must have 
felt when the curtain was unfolded, and the 
light permitted to shine, which fully discovered 
the depravity of the human heart,—when they 
had thus been fighting against their Maker. 

The above instances show the power, the ex- 
cellence, and the truth of the Christian dispen- 
sation. Nothing short of a complete and full 
acknowledgement that the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ was their all in all, seemed to afford, 
to those who were thus favoured, a glimpse of 
hope under the awful situation into which they 
were plunged.—Here could be no equivocation : 
aan here sees himself in the unflattering mirror, 
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and is made to bend under the Almighty hand, 
who chastises only to heal, who corrects only to 
restore. 

Is it not then an abundant favour that there is 
a mean provided for man, wherein the fullness 
of all knowledge dwells; where the rich and the 
poor, the learned and the unlearned, may apply, 
and be rightly instructed? Here a way is cast 
up for the ransomed and redeemed of the Lord, 
and “ the wayfaring man, though a ‘fool, shall 
not err herein.’”’—** O the depth of the riches 
both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable are his judgements, and his 
ways past finding out!’’ Rom. xi. 33. 

Let those, then, who have been misled by a 
blind confidence in their own strength and rea- 
son, endeavour to view themselves as they really 
are, and take the example of holy Job, when en- 
lightened by a wisdom superior to his own: ‘I 
know that thou canst do every thing, and that 
no thought can be withheld from thee: who 
is he that hideth counsel without knowledge? 
Therefore have I uttered that I understood not, 
things too wonderful for me, which I knew not. 
I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, 
but now mine eye seeth thee; wherefore I abhor 
myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” Job 
xlii. 2, 3. 5, 6. 
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SECTION II. . 
REASON. 
a 


Jf 1s not with a design that Reason should be 
set aside that these few pages are written. It is 
perfectly consistent with the nature of man that 
he should make use of this power, which, if 
rightly exerted, would doubtless prove a blessing 
to him; but, like every other faculty of which 
man is possessed, by a wrong application may 
not only become useless, but destructive to him- 
self and others. 

But while we apprehend we ‘discover the excel- 
lency of man in the exercise of the power of rea~ 
son, we ought not to lose sight of a stil] more 
noble principle, which though a man may be 
capable of possessing, is not of him; and which 
our bountiful Creator has in mercy offered for 
his acceptance; a principle that cannot be ob- 
tained by the sole efforts of human reason. 
Nor is it consistent with true wisdom that man 
should endeavour to render himself independent 
of his Maker, by thus discarding the highest en- 
dowanept of the soul. 
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Every sensible mind must be satisfied that the 
reagon with which the beneficent Author of na- 
ture has fayoured his creature man, ought to oe 
thoroughly understood, if we would form a just 
estimate of its value, and afterwards rightly apply 
it. It is a matter of so much magnitude, that 
upon it the most important occurrences of a 
man’s life depend. 

By reason is to be understood that faculty 
of the human soul which reflects, contem- 
plates, and forms conclusions from impressions 
made upon the mind; which impressions, in the 
present fallen state of man, are principally made 
through the medium of the senses, 

Now religion being, according to the Chris- 
tian scheme, a vital principle, man cannot pos- 
‘sess it but through a divine influence taking 
place in his soul. 

If this idea be just, by human reason a man 
can no more take one step towards the produc- 
tion of this principle, than, if born blind, he 
could by the mere efforts of his reason give 
himself sight. 

Keeping this in view, perhaps the following 
observations may prove some guide in our in- 
quiry after the truth, as it relates to this subject. 

Those who have been in the habit of exalting 
this noble faculty of man as altogether sufficient 
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for his salvation, cannot but be aware that most 
men seem to view it, not as an universal prin- 
ciple, and varying in its power, but as if it were 
a faculty distinctly appropriate to each indivi- 
dual ; and upon this self-dependent presumption 
it is that so great effort is made in order to 
establish particular opinions. 

It is a possible case, nay, there is continual 
proof of it, that several persons opposed to each 
other, conversant, as they apprehend themselves 
to be, in all the mysteries of theology and me- 
taphysics, may each make reason their guide in 
some controversial point; and yet, after writing 
many volumes in vindication of their separate 
opinions, neither shall have approached in the 
least to the conviction of the other, and yet 
each shall remain fully persuaded of the infalli- 
bility of human reason. Lamentable delusion! 

It is on this account that philosophy, appa- 
rently the most sublime, is often subverted, and 
made to bend to the various sentiments of indi- 
viduals ; and it will be found that the investi- 
gating reasoner, however great his abilities, 
whether natural or acquired, may be as widely 
separated from the truth, either in his sentiments 
or practice, and even more so, than the most 
simple, who modestly entertain opinions which 
are the result of observation. 
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The'ancient philosophers, who pretended that 
the light of reason or nature was their guide, 
not only differed in judgement respecting the 
most essential points in moral philosophy, but 
were in themselves proofs of the fallacy of all 
their own reasoning. The doctrine of the far 
greater part of them consisted in nothing but 
words and strife, ze. subtilty and empty con- 
tentions, and did not at all amend even their 
own manners, much less was fitted to reform: 
the world. « Their scholars,” says Aristotle, 
‘€ thought themselves bravely improved in phi- 
losophy, and that they were become gallant 
men, if they did but hear, and understand, and 
jearn to dispute about morality, though it had 
neither effect nor influence upon their manners; 
just as if a sick man should expect to be healed 
by hearing a physician discourse, though he 
never followed any of his directions :—Undoubt- 
edly,” says he, ‘ the mind of one was as much 
improved by such philosophy, as the health of 
the other’s body by such physic.” ( drist. Ethicks. 
book ii. ch. 3.) 

And Lactantius observes, that “ the philoso- 
phers, take them all together, did discover all the 
particular doctrines of true religion; but because 
each one endeavoured to confute what the others 
asserted, and no one’s single scheme was in all 
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its parts consistent and agreeable to reason and 
truth, and. none of them were able to collect 
into one whole and entire scheme the several 
truths dispersed among them all; therefore they 
were not able to maintain and defend what 
they had discovered.” (Lactant. lib. vii.) —And 
whilst they were advocates each in their own 
way for morality and virtue, they gave evident 
marks of the want of its influence in their own 
minds, by their pride, assumption of virtue to 
themselves only, their contempt of all mankind 
and for each other, by allowing in others, and 
indulging even in themseives, a variety of ex- 
cesses, at which those possessed of real virtue 
cannot but shudder. 

There are accounts enough extant of the uni- 
versal corruption and debauchery of the heathen 
world. Paul describes it in a remarkable man- 
ner in bis first chapter of his Epistle to the Ro- 
mans; and the complaints of their own writers 
abundantly confirm it. The disciples of the best 
moralists, at least the practisers of their best 
precepts, were in their own lifetime very few, as 
too plainly appears from the evil treatment which 
Socrates met with at Athens. And at their 
deaths their doctrine in a great measure died 
with them, not having any sufficient evidence 
or authorily to support it;.and their followers 
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guickly fell back into the common idolatry, su- 
perstition, uncleanness, and debauchery.—Vide 
Juvenal, sat. 13. Arnob, advers. Gentes, lib. %. 
Lactantius, lib. 3, 

Of what advantage then is ingeniots specula- 
tion, and mere maxims and rules of virtue, if 
they have not that confirming evidence which is 
able to reform and strengthen the soul ? 

“« Who is there of all the philosophers,” says 
Cicero, “ whose practical principles, temper 
and conduct were conformable to right reason ? 
Who ever regarded his philosophy as a law and 
rule of life, and not rather as an ostentation of 
his ability and learning? Who ever obeyed his 
own instructions, and made his precepts the 
model of his own daily practice ?—So far from 
this, that many of them were slaves to lust, 
many to pride, many to avarice.” (Tusc. Quest. 
lib. 2.) 

And of their immoral lives we have the same 
affecting complaint in other writers. —Vide 
Quint. Just. Orat..p. 5. Plin. Epist.ii. p. 189. 
Diodorus Sic. vol. ii. p. 552. TVertul. Juvenal. 
&e. &e. 

The most eminent of the heathen philoso- 
pbers not only countenanced but taught, and 
were indeed themselves guilty of, the grossest 
immoralities. The Spartan virtue was the love of 
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glory, yet the Spartans were trained up and ex- 
ercised to be expert thieves; and, regardless of 
the affection of nature towards the objects of 
our tenderest solicitude, they exposed or mur- 
dered their weakly and deformed. infants. 

Plato may be charged with patronizing false- 
hood,-—advising governors to make unbounded 
use of lying and deceit for the support of their 
authority. ‘* This must be permitted,” says he, 
** to public governors, but is not allowable to 
private men.” He is justly blamed for counte- 
nancing perjury in love matters ; and he wished 
to abolish marriage, and institute a community 
of women, as was practised by Socrates and 
Cato, who lent their wives to their friends 
jointly. And, as if it were necessary to degrade 
human nature to the uttermost, this same Plato, 
whose sublime ideas are universally known and 
admired, is said also to have been addicted to, 
and allowed in others, vices which decency for- 
bids us to mention.—Vide Insuff. of Light of 
Nature. 

Some of these wise men taught the world to 
expect no divine assistance in the practice of 
virtue: the virtuous man, it seems, had no oc- 
easion for it, and the low illiterate vulgar 
were infinitely unworthy the expense of divine 
interposition. Man must derive virtue from 
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himself: man himself was sufficient for his own 
felicity :—their wise and perfect man had no 


wants and defects about him; he was equal to 
Jupiter himself in the all-sufficiency and con- 
summate happiness of his nature, and endea- 
voured also to equal him in bis depravities. 
Vide Horat. lib. i. ep. xviii. ver. 112. Ci- 
cero de Natur. Deor. lib. i. p. 335, 336, edit. 
1723. 

And both Socrates and Plato assert that the 
wise man is self-sufficient.—Vide Slanley Vit. 
Phil. 

Here, then, is strong presumption that their 
practice corresponded with their assertions. How 
different the language of real and vital Chris- 
tianity ! 

It is no novelty to observe men of extraordi- 
nary abilities, even in this day, recommending. 
the light of reason in epposition to divine revela- 
tion: among whom there are some whose disso 
Jute lives have positively contradicted their own 
testimony ; and have shown, that though virtue 
and strict morality tend to promote the harmony 
of human nature, and that they who practise 
them cannot but experience superior happiness, 
yet that it is not in a man’s own power to act 
according to their dictates. At the same time it 

- must be granted, there are others whose strength 
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of mind is such as to overcome some wicked pro- 
pensities ; yet it will be observed, these are not 
altogether free from many evils,—such as pride, 
anibition, ostentation, a love of fame, a super- 
abundance of self-confidence and self-love; and 
we need Jittle other proof than the conduct of — 
the ancient philosophers as above remarked. 

If, then, man can go no further than the as- 
sumption of the power of his reason, without 
being capable of jusily acting upon it, there is 
certainly room to doubt its infallibility. What 
then is it, says the philosopher, that makes man 
superior to the brutes? For if, endued with rea- 
son, be appears incapable of making a right use 
of it, of what benefit can it be to him? OF none 
as to religion, unless poor finite man becomes 
willing to acknowledge his own nothingness, and 
submit his reasoning powers, with all the rest of 
his faculties, to the influence of the Spirit of 
God. 

Many are the causes why right reason> may 
not have its full influence on the mind ;—the 
education on particular principles, either reli- 
gious or moral ; and these principles may have 
a tendency to contract the heart, and give an im- 
proper bias of the mind to the particular senti- 
ments and opinions of others, or even to their 
persons. ‘The state of the body may have a 
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powerful effect upon our reasoning faculties ;— 
and this will arise more especially from the ner- 
vous system. Persons who lead sedentary lives- 
are often affected with complaints that evidently 
produce an effect on the mind. Some disposi- 
tions show peevishness, sourness, restlessness, 
fear, anger, doubts, &c., all which in some de- 
gree have an influence on the reason.. 

It has been generally believed that the nerves 
are the medium of communication between soul 
and body; and that through them we derive 
sensations, perceptions, and ideas. A tempo- 
rary derangement of them may occasion their 
powers to be uncertain in their operation; as in 
delirium and mania great strength of body 1s 
sometimes cbservable, the soul in this state seems 
to act as the imagination does during sleep—ir- 
regularly and ungovernably. This debility or de- 
rangement of the nerves, which are the medium 
of sensation, is the cause why the faculties of 
the mind cannot be perfectly employed. 

There are also other circumstances whereby 
the natural understanding may be weakened or 
rendered inefficient :—any emotion of the mind 
may so disturb the nerves as to render them 
weaker than when in a state of quietness; a 
small portion of wine will sometimes have so 
exhilarating or stupelying an effect, as totally to 
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alter the system, and render it unable to follow 
such avocations as it otherwise might be capable 
of attending to; even a hearty meal to some has 
the effect of rendering the body (or perhaps more 
properly the nerves) sluggish, and thus often- 
times occasioning the mind to be altogether unfit 
to pursue or contemplate those things which it 
could have previously done. 

The state of the atmosphere also may have a 
considerable effect in hindering the operation of 
man’s boasied reason, although, when in health, 
he is ready to believe, that we are capable by our 
own power, energy, and strength alone fo know, 
and at all times ¢o do, the will of our Father 
who is in heaven. 

Some speculative writers have urged that the 
reason of man is nothing more than an instinct 
in him, differing from that of other animals only 
as the human frame differs from every other: 
but the instinct that animals possess, according 
to their several natures, is perfect, and marks the 
extraordinary wisdom of the great Creator. The 
smallest insect discovers the correctness and 
powers of its faculties, and shows that it is go- 
verned by laws and limitations consonant to the 
eternal order which is apparent in all the works 
of Omnipotence. 

If we could view the ant, and notice every 
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motion and action it makes use of for the per- 
formance of its various functions, we should dis+ 
cover that hardly a moment was misemployed 
or an effort misdirected, ard evident traces of 
profound wisdom and industry would be conti- 
nually conspicuous in the government of its 
little community. Other insects, according to 
the designs of unerring Wisdom, have their pe- 
culiar parts to act whilst in existence ; all equally 
correspondent with their natures, and equally 
governed by an instinct sufficient for the intend- 
ed purposes of their creation. The extreme sa- 
gacity and innate knowledge that are discovered 
by the feathered tribes in the formation of their 
nests; in which an exact similarity of construcs 
tion is adopted by each of the various species; 
the strength and neatness with which they are 
put together, and adapted to the protection of 
their young from particular animals or insects, 
and which might molest them in their infant 
state; their care, attention, and maternal solici- 
tude, continually discoverable when danger aps 
proaches, or when the calls of nature are evi- 
dent, afford the strongest proof that with the 
instinct animals have received they fully answer 
the end of their creation; whilst man is often- 
times under the necessity of confessing that the 
efforts ke has made use of under the direction 
c5 


34 


of his natural reason, to accomplish designs of 
real importance, have been altogether vain ; and 
he not only finds his reason inadequate to the 
accdmplishment of his best plans, but he goes 
further, and even perverts this noble faculty to 
the worst of purposes. So that, if man would be 
sinceve with himself, he must acknowledge, that 
when the powers of the ant are contrasted with 
his own, he possesses less of the correct wisdom 
of nature than any other part of the animal 
creation, 

That faculty which is called instinet in ani- 
mals, is to be considered as quite distinct from 
human reason: the first, being a faculty con- 
fined to the supplying the wants and necessities © 
of the animal nature, is possessed in most in- 
stances in greater perfection by the mere animals 
of this world than by man, who, through his 
fall, is only a stranger and pilgrim in it; and it 
entirely ceases to exist with the animal life: 
whereas the second, being a faculty of the hu- 
man soul, partakes of the immortality of its 
nature ; and when enlightened by the Divine 
Spirit, but not till then, is enabled to search into 
and understand divine mysteries, therefore may 
with propriety be considered as the most exalted 
faculty of human nature; as no mere animal, 
however acute its instinct, is capable of it; it 
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being that which makes the essential difference 
between man and the beasts that perish. } 

It may perhaps, on the first view of this sub- 
ject, affect the feelings of haughty man, that he 
is here placed, in respect to bis rational faculties, 
as inferior to other animals; and doubtless he 
will have many struggles with bimself before he 
will be wiiling to submit to a belief of its truth: 
but as this little work is intended as an address 
to the heart of the reader as well as to his under- 
standing, we shall endeavour, in as concise away 
as we can, to prove that self-examination will 
discover our sentiments to be not altogether er- 
roneous. 

Can there be a greater proof of the fallibility = 
of haman reason than that which arises from 
the excuses made for ambition, anger, resent- 
ment, revenge, &c. &c., and the deceptive rea- 
sonings often made use of where private interest 
is concerned, either with respect to ourselves or 
our immediate connexions? With bow much 
ease, by the force of popular reasonings, (even 
when opposed to our natural feelmgs,) do we 
become reconciled to the inhuman practice of 
war; for although there is scarcely a family 
which has not in some degree had to deplore the 
evil of it, yet are we content, under the fatal but 

false covering of necessity, to approve of this sys- 
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tem of murder and bloodshed; as if the lives of 
numerous set of men were intended by the Crea- 
tor to be employed in exercising their reasoning 
faculties for the destruction of their fellow-men. 

Can true virtue, sublime reason, and that 
reverence we owe to the Author of our being, 
in moments of cali reflection vindicate a 
system so deplorable, so unworthy the God of 
unutterable love? But our pursuing it in the 
way we do, making it consistent with our appre- 
‘hensions of right reason, and with the intellec- 
tual powers with which we are created, ina degree 
makes him appear to be the author of our sins; 
and at once does away the merciful intentions of 
Omnipotence when he introduced the Christian 
dispensation of ‘* peace on earth, and good-will 
to men.” 

As Christians, then, ought we to take his go- 
vernment into our own hands? even His, whose 
commands are ‘* yea, and amen for ever ;”——-who 
has said;  Loye your enemies ; bless them that 
curse you; do good to them who hate you; and 
pray for them who despitefully use you?”? May 
we not say with Erasmus, when treating on this 
important subject, the unchristian and inhu- 
man practice of war; “ But all this is laughed 
at.as the dream of men unacquainted with the 
world: whence it happens that war is now con- 
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sidered so much a thing of course, that the 
wonder is how any man can disapprove of it; 
—so much sanctioned by authority and cuse 
tom, that itis deemed impious, I had almost 
said heretical, to have borne testimony against 
a practice in its principles most profligate, and 
in its effects pregnant with every kind of cala- 
mity *.” 

Many have been the efforts that men of supe- 
rior education and talents hare made in order to 
assist human reason; and some have imagined 
that, by the rules laid down in the logical ar- 
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* «? Twas man himself 
Brought death into the world, and man himself 
Gave keenness to his darts, quickened his pace, 
And multiplied destruction on mankind. 
First, Envy, eldest-born of hell, embrued 

Her hands in blood; and tauglit the sons of men 
Yo make a death which nature never made, 
And God abhorred.— 

With violence rude to break 
The thread of life, ere balf its length was run; 
And rob a wretched brother of his being. 
With joy Ambition saw, and soon improved 
The execrable deed. "Twas not enough: 
By subtle fraud to snatch a single life ; 
Puny impiety !—whole kingdoms fell 
To sate the lust of power. More horrid stillc 
The foulest stain and seandal of our natwre 
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gumentations of the schools, sufficient has 
been said to insure the certainty of their effects ; 
by supposing that temperament, passions, cus- 
toms, pre-conceived opinions, &c., were pos- 
sibly to be overcome. . 
But even supposing every outward means were 
used to place the mind ina proper situation for 
reason to comprehend rightly divine things ; yet, 
as divine truth can only be an emanation from 
the Divinity himself, man, by all the powers of 
his reasoning faculties, can. no more commard 
this emanation, than the-most profound philoso- 
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Became its boast. One murder made a villain ; 
Millions a hero! Princes were privileged 

To kill, and numbers sanctified the crime. 
Ah! why will kings forget that they are men? 
And men, that they are brethren? why delight 
Tn human sacrifice? why burst the ties 

Of nature, that should knit their sOuls together 
in one soft bond of amity and love?— 

Yet still they breathe destruction; still go on 
Inhumanly ingenious to find out 

New pains for life, new terrors for the grave; 
Artificers of death! still monarchs dream 

Of universal empire, growing up 

From universal ruin, Blast the design, 

Great God of Hosts, nor let thy creatures fall 
Unpitied victims at Awbition’s shrine.” 


Bishop of London on Death. 
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pher can command the planets, when obscured 
by clouds, to transmit to us the light they bor- 
row from the beams of the sun. The mind 
may in some degree, by making use of its rea- 
soning faculties, be placed in a situation to re- 
ceive the impressions of truth 5 but it can go no 
further ; it is not in man to élluminate himself. 
It may be ordered by a. better wisdom than our 
own, that man should be disappointed even when 
he has got thus far, for this best of reasons, that 
it may be proved to him that the faculties he 
possesses are limited, and that the effusion and 
power of divine wisdom rest alone in Omnipo- 
tence himself. 

But allowing that temperament, passions, &c., 
were capable of being overcome by the efforts of 
human reason, (which it is almost impossible to 
admit, seeing there are so many causes to bias its 
judgement,) it is not sure that in divine things 
it sets out right, and Jays the right foundation. . 
The scholastic divine may make use of the prin- 
ciples of logic in order to come to a certainty as 
to the truth of his axiom: and those who have 
imbibed wrong principles may have made use of 
these very means to establish their systems. 
Hobbs and Spinoza, for instance, pretended to 
be acute philosophers in their day; and the ar- 
guments they made use of convinced many of 
those who attended to their mode of argumenta- 
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tion, conceiving it to be the truth. We are na- 
turally led, then, in our search after truth in di- 
vine things, to inquire whether we can be posi- 
tively certain that the foundation on which we 
build our superstructure is idself the truth. The 
mind, being wonderfully capacious, is often hur- 
ried away, and drawn in to make false conclu- 
sions, because the premises from whence they 
were originally formed had not been sufficiently 
considered, and were themselyes erroneous. 
Hence philosophy, logic, and various other 
human means that man has endeavoured to 
chalk out for himself, in order to establish a 
certainty in divine things, cannot but prove for 
the most part ineffectual, 

The way by which this certainty may be ob- 
tained appears to be considerably less complex, 
and in its effects by far more universal. The 
disciples of Christ, or those numerous promul- 
gators of the Gospel who lived some centuries 
after him, needed not logic or vain philosophy to 
teach them what was the truth :—perfect humi- 
lity, and a total surrender of our own wills as to 
spiritual things, seem to be the means whereby 
the unlearned may be enabled fully to attain to 
divine knowledge in perhaps greater simpli- 
city and freedom from error than those who have 
perplexed themselves for years in the maxims of . 
the schools, 
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There cannot be a greater proof of the undue 
influence of the will, and of the weakness of 
human nature in religious matters, than the 
tenacity with which most persons retain their 
opinions ; very few indeed being so much mas- 
ters of themselves as to show any disposition 
to be unravelled as it were, and become will- 
ing to unlearn all they have learned. This 
indeed would be a sacrifice to self-will and 
self-love, which would at once prove whether 
such were disposed to be under any other go- 
vernment than their own natural tempers, It 
would be a test of their love to him to whom 
they wish the world to suppose they are willing 
to sacrifice their all; and might justly be said to 
be a stupendous mountain of opposition re- 
moved, and the clearing of a way for every good 
word and work. 

Perhaps it may not be unprofitable, having 
given some proofs from ancient history that rea- 
son and philosophy, without superior aid, were 
insufficient to give strength to resist evil propensi- 
ties, to show also it was equally wanting respect- 
ing the knowledge of thedivine Being ; and that 
the most learned and experienced of the heathen 
philosophers were sensible of a defect in unas- 
sisted human nature. Cicero tells us, ‘ that 
while he was perusing Plato’s Discourse on the 
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Immortality of the Soul, his arguments con- 
vinced him: but no sooner did he lay aside the 
book, and carefully revolve those arguments in 
his mind, but all his former conviction vac 
nished.”” (Cicer, Tuse. Quest. lib.’ i. Pp. 22. 
ed. 1723.) 

And Socrates was so convinced there was a 
higher authority than the mere efforts of hu- 
mai reason to seal and sanctify the useful: les- 
sons of instruction he delivered to his dis- 
ciples, that he passionately ** wishes for a fa- 
ture messenger from Heaven, authorized with 
proper credentials, to teach men morality with 
greater efficacy than he had done.” (Plat. lib. ii. 
P- 150, vol. ii.) A declaration similar to this, 
concerning the reasonableness of believing that 
the gods should descend from heaven and in- 
struct mankind, Aristotle is reported to have 
made a little before his death.—Vide Fabr. Bild. 
Gr. tom. ii. lib. 3. p. 166. Bayle’s Dict. Stan- 
ley Vit. Phil. 

Socrates, though he excelled the other philo- 
sophers in his reasonings on the immortality of 

the soul and of a divine intelligencer, was far 
from being clear in his ideas on these points, 
He was pronounced by the Delphian oracle to be 
** the wisest and the best of men, because he 
constantly maintained that he knew nothing.” 
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And it is generally imagined he was sentenced 
to die for asserting the unity of the Supreme 
Peing. But this opinion does not seem to be 
well founded ; and Xenophon contradicts it 
when he assures us that Socrates declared (with 
the Pythian oracle), * The gods are to be wor- 
shipped according to the laws of the city where 
a man resides, and those who did otherwise he 
counted superstitious and vain.”’ Indeed Plato’s 
account of his Apology before the Senators 
confirms Xenophon’s assertion: ‘* I wonder 
much, Athenians, how Melitus came to this 
knowledge, that I do not worship those gods 
who are worshipped in the city ; others have seen 
me (and, so might Melitus if he had pleased) 
sacrifice at common festivals on the public al- 
tars.”’ Being charged by Melitus.with owning 
no God, he says, ‘* You are a strange man! 
how can you talk so? do not I believe as other 
men do, that the sun and moon are gods?” 
And in a conversation with his friends after he 
was condemned, we find him thus conseling 
himself: ‘* Those who fiave suborned false wit- 
ness against me are doubtless conscious of equal 
impiety and injustice; but as for me, what 
should deject me, being nothing the more 
guilty? they could not prove I: named any new 
gods for Jupiter, Juno, or the rest.” And to 
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prove his indecision, and the uncertainty of his 
belief; after he had received his sentence, we 
find hima thus addressing his judges: And 
now, O judges, ye are going to live and I to 
die; which of these is best the gods know, but 
I suppose no man does.” It is notwithstanding 
acknowledged none ever expressed more sub- 
lime sentiments on moral philosophy, or on that 


part in man which is immortal. It is related by _ 


Erasmus, that on the day of his execution, a 
little before the draught of poison was brought 
to him, entertaining his friends with a discourse 
on the immortality of the soul, he made use of 
these remarkable expressions : * Whether God 
will approve of my actions I know not; but of 
this I am sure, that I have at all times made it 
my endeavour to please him, and I have a good 
hope that this my endeavour will be accepted 
by him.” (Addison's Evidence.) And yet, to 
_ show how incapable the most refined reasoning 
alone is to strengthen us even to believe justly, 
after he had drunk the hemlock, and his extre- 
mities were grown cold, human nature discovered 
itself, and we find bim sinking again into his 
former weakness, by his assenting to the popu- 
lar idolatry ; saying to his friend, “ O Crito, I 
owe to Aisculapius a cock; pay it; neglect it 
not,”—See Plato’s Apol. for Socrates. 
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And even Seneca, who lived near 500 years 
after the death of Socrates, although he had the 
advantage of all the precepts of the most learned 
philosophers before his time both at Rome and 
at Athens, yet how ignorant was he also of the 
true nature of the Deity! ‘* There is some- 
thing,” says he, ‘* wherein a wise man may 
have the precedence of God ; he is wise by the 
benefit of nature, not by his own efficiency, as 
the wise man is. The wise man seeth and con-. 
temneth all things which others possess with as 
equal a mind as Jupiter; and upon this account 
more admireth himself. Jupiter cannot make 
use of them; the wise man will not.” 

A very important lesson may however be 
learned from most of the heathen philosophers ; 
they were men of undoubted wisdom and learn- 
ing; but, as before said, were in degree sensible 
of the weakness and corruption of human na~ 
ture; some of them confessing the uncertainty 
of human reason in divine things, and panting, 
as it were, for a more certain evidence of the re- 
vealed will of God. It is also to be noticed, 
that all the reasoning and philosophy of the an- 
cients produced little or no change in the lives 
or morals of the bulk of mankind ; all their en- 
deavours to introduce a new course of life hav- 
ing been in vain. This exalted proof of the di- 
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vine principle was reserved for Him who came 
down from Heaven clothed with power from on 
high, “ who spake as never man spake,” and in 
whom was life, and this life was the light of 
men. 

Thus we see the principal fruits to be derived 
from the study of profane history, of which 
every page declares what mankind were during 
so many ages, and what we ourselves should 
still be, had not the peculiar mercy, which made 
known the Saviour of the world to us, drawn 
us out of the abyss in which all our forefathers 
were swallowed, up. Yet do our modern op- 
posers of revealed religion, though indebted to 
divine revelation for the knowledge they possess, 
cry up natural religion and the light of reason ; 
rejecting Christian revelation not only as useless, 
but baneful in its influence. A little attention 
to ourselves will convince us that our reason re- 
quires some powerful agent to supply its defi- 
ciencies. Man, when his reason is undisturbed, 
may be capable of investigating natural things 
which his faculties as man are able to compre- 
hend, so as to judge of them with a degree of 
clearness; but there is a degree of uncertainty 
in many things of importance respecting his 
eternal well-being, which the wit, will, and wis- 
dom of man are not capable of overcoming; he 
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is consequently subject to error in his concep- 
tions; which led the apostle Paul to observe, 
‘© What man knoweth the things of a man, save 
the spirit of man which is in him? even so, the 
things of God knoweth no man but the Spirit 
of God.” 

Reason is a faculty of the mind which those 
only who use it to the glory of God may be said 
rightly to enjoy. To be thus qualified, it must 
be under the influence of that divine illumina- 
tion which the Almighty has offered for man’s 
acceptance, and by which he may become the 
exalted being his Maker is desirous he should 
be; yet ever having in view, that “ the infi- 
nite, the omnipotent, the incomprehensible God 
doth great and unsearchable things on earth and 
in heaven ; that there is no finding out the won- 
ders of his power; and that if the works and 
ways of God could be comprehended by the 
reason. of man, they would cease to be won- 
derful, and could not be called unsearchable.’’ 
— Kempis. 
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SECTION TI. 
INFIDELITY AND SCEPTICISM. 


Yxrrpetrry commonly signifies a want of faith, 
trust, confidence, and belief in Christianity; and 
is a term not acceptable to many, few being 
willing to acknowledge it, as perhaps being un- 
acquainted with the whole extent of their dis- 
belief. Infidelity.often arises from a desire of 
greater liberty than the Gospel will allow; also, 
from taking up certain parts of Scripture with- 
out searching after, or without being able to see, 
their agreement with other parts ; and some- 
times from a natural disposition to doubt all 
things that cannot positively be accounted for. 
The doctrine of Christianity is humiliating ; 
it makes man always a fool in his own eyes, 
and often in the eyes of others: this he cannot 
bear, and will therefore set up for himself. 
There are, notwithstanding, many obstacles in 
the way. The most formidable, and which most 
oppose him, are those truths in the Scriptures 
which he cannot but assent to. In order, there- 
fore, to remoye every obstruction, he is under: 
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the necessity of endeavouring to disbelieve the 
whole. Such, it will be found in most cases, is 
the progress of infidelity and scepticism. It is 
much to be lamented that there are among per- 
sons of this description too many who have got 
rid of all modesty in these respects ; whose con- 
tinual endeavour is to subvert and render nuga- 
tory the Christian dispensation ; and, moreover, 
to persuade mankind that it is in their own 
power, by the strength of their natural faculties, 
to become every thing the Almighty would wish 
them to be. Ridiculing the idea ¢¢ that man is 
incapable of doing any thing to the glory of 
God without divine assistance,” they thus, by 
degrees, endeavour to do away our dependence 
on Christ for help in spiritual things, and com- 
pletely overturn the foundation of our dearest 
hopes and consolations. 

There are, however, various classes of sceptics 
and infidels; among whom there are many who 
take some pains to speak with a degree of re- 
spect of the person of Jesus Christ; parily, 
perhaps, hecause there is such a cloud of wit- 
nesses to establish the truth of his doctrines, 
and partly because their own reputation amongst 
men is a matter of great importance to them. 
Were not this the case, such, probably, would 
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throw off the mask, and discover to us, that what 
they profess is only a more exalted idea of hu- 
man reason. There are indeed some who ac- 
knowledge this to be the case; but however 
charitably disposed we may be towards indivi- 
duals of this class, we cannot but lament the 
tendency of their principles. 

However strange it may seem, there are also 
those whose moral characters no one can impeach, 
and who would be offended if they were not con- 
sidered as Christians ; but whose acknowledged 
principles, when fairly examined, give-no sign 
that their belief in Christ, is of any more import- 
ance to them than their belief in the strict mo- 
rality of the heathen philosophers. Some of 
these do not hesitate to say ‘* that man is the 
same now as he ever was ;” making no distinc- 
tion between the state of Adam before and after 
the fall. “* As to Christ,” say they, “ he was a 
man like us,—a prophet,—though the most dig- 
nified messenger and servant of God ; he having 
had the Spirit without measure, and we only in 
measure : that though the Sonship is in him, it 
is equally so in all : that his miraculous concep- 
tion is to be doubted ; as are also his miracles, 
his incarnation, his resurrection, and ascension. 
‘That he is not .a mediator or advocate with the 
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Father, nor a saviour or redeemer to man: and 
that his death is of no more use to us than the. 
death of many of the martyrs.” 

In order to reconcile these strange definitions 
of Christianity, the Scriptures are considered in 
no point of view better than any other book 
whereby we may be religiously instructed. And 
even the writings of the apostles, in reference to 
the sacrifice of Christ, are said to be only in- 
tended on their part “ to draw away the Jews 
from the outward sacrifices.” Some of those who 
are active in promoting these principles con- 
ceive it a religious duty to endeavour to draw 
the minds of mankind from the Scriptures, as 
apprehending they tend to fix the attention to 
the letter, rather than to a rational power that 
they believe man possesses in himself of go- 
verning his own corrupt nature; the tendency 
of which opinion needs hardly to be pointed out. 

It is, however, singular, that those who thus 
contemn the Scriptures, and make use of such 
parts only as suit their purposes, should not be 
aware that, if they attempt to make converts to 
their opinions concerning the mission of Jesus 
Christ, ‘as the most dignified messenger and ser- 
vant of God,” it requires great credulity to believe 
even so much from ihem; because the evidence 
which they adduce in support of their doctrine 
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is taken from those very records of which, in 
numerous instances, they do not acknowledge 
the truth, but which parts are most undoubtedly 
worthy of equal credit with those of which they 
choose to leave us in the possession. 

That. sceptics have not fully considered the 
scope of their objections to the Christian dispen- 
gation is obvious ; and on this account especially, 
that it is usual with them to speak with great re- 
spect of the moral character of Jesus Christ : 
and even modern professed deists have in fact 
laid the foundation of their-religion on his 
moral precepts*. To be consistent with them- 
selves,—seeing that be speaks with so much con- 
fidence of his-own divine character, a preten- 
sion which is also confirmed by his apostles and 
followers,—they ought to reject every authority 
that comes from him, as at least doubtful. To 
say he was mistaken, is saying nothing; he either 
was, or was not, what he-pretended to be. And 
yet the nature and extent of his precepts, united 
to his strict moral example, are such evident 
proofs of the validity of his own assertions with 
respect to his superior character, that one would 
hardly conceive an impartial mind would attempt 
to disprove or call them in question. His extra- 


* The Theophilanthropists. 
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ordinary miracles certainly prove him to have 
been supernaturally assisted ; a fact which even 
his greatest enemies (the heathens of that day) 
did not deny, but corroborated, with this addi- 
tion only, <¢ that they were wrought by means 
of sorcery or magic.”? Yet their acknowledging 
so much is a decided proof that the miracles 
really existed ; and that they did not cease with 
him, but that be communicated the same power 
to his disciples. 

That there are difficulties in the Scriptures, 
which human reason is not capable of penetrat- 
ing, there is no doubt; yet the cutting and 
mangling them, as has been too much the case, 
because they stand opposed to a particular and 
favourite system, ought never to be allowed ; 
since those who may be tempted to differ in 
some other points have an equal right to take 
the same liberties, and lop off what they may 
have conceived to interfere with the principle of 
true belief, until the whole be gone. So that, in 
process of time, these invaluable outward testi- 
monies and foundations of the Christian’s hope, 
—these lively Gracles by which we obtain know- 
ledge of the Deity, but above all of the truth 
as it is in Jesus, and which has been in some de- 
gree communicated throughout the whole earth, 
—these might become disbelieved and rejected 
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-*€ as a cunningly-devised fable:” and it would 
confirm the assertion of some modern infidels and 
freethinkers, ‘ that it changes in nothing but 

~ increasing absurdity, and visible traces of priest- 
craft and ignorant credulity, almost at every re- 
peated investigation.” Yet how do these senti- 

ments accord with what such have pretended to 
believe,“ that the Christian dispensation is the 
most perfect in its kind ever ministered to man ?”’ 

These are such self-evident contradictions, that 
the merest child cannot but see them to be 
such. ; 

The deist or infidel, who endeavours to make 
all nature bend to his contracted ideas of unifor= 
mity, and what he deems consistency in the go- 
vernment of the world, by attempting to limit 
the means that Omnipotence has chosen, in or- 
der to effect his own purposes, has not taken 
into view, that upon it, neither the beauty nor 
excellence of nature depends; the divine har- 
Mony apparently consisting not im exact uni- 
formity, but in a beautiful variety, by far ex- 
celling the conception of man. No stream can 
rise higher than its source: so man, by the ca- 
pacity of his fallen nature only, cannot compre- 
hend the extent of the causes or effects of his 
own creation, or of any created being or thing. 
Shall man, then, who can only see as ** through 


35 


a glass darkly,” presume to judge the wisdom 
and power of Him who is omnipotent? Shall 
poor weak man pretend that he is capable of in= 
vestigating his designs, by whom the whole 
world was created? Shall what are termed mo- 
ral evils, which he (only wise) permits, be sub- 
ject to our finite comprehension and contracted’ 
notions? And because we have not been per- 
mitted to understand his all-wise purposes 
therein, shall we suffer doubts to exist in our 
own minds, and endeavour to raise them in 
others? Alas! how vain is man, when he ate 
tempts to intrude himself beyond the sphere 
allotted him ! 

- Thou who art thus pleading for uniformity in 
the government of this lower world, by viewing 
nature mayst observe that it is altogether various, 
there being a variety in all animal and vegetable 
creation. So is there 4 dissimilitude in each 
individual animal, tree, or plant. Nay more ; 
there are no two flowers, leaves, or roots exactly 
similar. Is man also perfectly uniform in his 
‘proportions or resemblances? Are the disposi- 
tions of the best and wisest of men exactly si- 
milar? No. It is not then in uniformity that 
we are to look for the harmony of nature, but in 
this variety: which, being in constant harmony 
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and unison with its great Author, no pious mind 
can contemplate without increasing wonder and. 
admiration. 

Perfect uniformity is therefore only disco- 
verable in the immutable truth. This is the 
end of all right investigation ; it is the centre of 
union. The eye being steadily and impartially 
fixed on him who is the centre, even Jesus 
Christ the divine shepherd, those who are atten- 
tive to his voice he leads into the true sheep- 
fold: thus. demonstrating, by a divine and 
soul-enriching illumination, that he * is the 
way, the truth, and the life;’’ and that there is 
but one fold and one shepherd. 

Deists and freethinkers can hardly be said to 
perceive the. many inconsistencies they are led 
into, in order to pass, in some degree, as ap- 
provers of the Christian morality, the beauty 
and excellency of which they dare not but ac- 
knowledge in some way or other. This appears 
from the testimony of a modern deist; which is. 
no inconsiderable proof of the power cf that 
divine influence by which the vain reasonings of 
man are sometimes put to flight, and, im spite 
of every opposition, made to contradict their 
own superficial theory, and bend to the superior 
Rousseau_was one of the 
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most eccentric and unaccountable geniuses that 
perhaps ever had existence. This: same extra- 
ordinary man, though he appears determined 
to be in earnest in his opposition. to the Gospel, 
yet in his Emilius, under a gale of conviction, 
makes the following ingenuous and solid confes- 
sion in favour of it: ‘* I will confess to you 
that the majesty of the Scriptures strikes me 
with admiration, as the purity of the Gospel 
bath its influence on my heart. Peruse the 
works of our philosophers with all their pomp of 
diction ; how mean, how contemptible are they 
compared with the Scriptures! Is it possible 
that a book at once so simple and sublime 
should be merely the work of man? Ts it pos- 
sible that the same personage whose history it 
contains should be himself a mere man? Do 
we find that be assumed the tone of an enthu- 
siast or ambitious sectary? What sweetness,. 
what purity in his manner! what am affecting. 
gracefulness in his delivery ! what sublimity in 
his maxims! what profound wisdom in his dis- 
“courses ! what presence of mind ; what subtilty 5. 
what truth in his replies! how great the com- 
mand over his passions! Where is the man, 
where the philosopher, who could so live and so 
die; without weakness, and without ostentation.? 
When Plato described his imaginary good man, 
D5 
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loaded with all the shame’of guilt, yet meriting 
the highest rewards of virtue, he describes ex- 
actly the character of Jesus Christ: the resem- 
blance was so striking, that all the Fathers per- 
ceived it. What prepossession, what blindness 
must it be, to compare the son of Sophroniseus 
to the son of Mary! What an infinite dispro- 
portion there is between them ! Socrates, dying 
without pain or ignominy, easily supported his 
character to the last; and if his death, however 
easy, had not crowned his life, it might have 
been doubted whether Socrates, - with all his 
wisdom, was any thing more than a vain sophist. 
He invented, it is said, the theory of morals ;— 
others, however, had before put them in prac- 
tice; he had only to say, therefore, what they 
had done, and to reduce their examples to pre- 
cepts. Aristides had, just before Socrates, de- 
fined justice: Leonidas had given up his life for 
his country, before Socrates declared patriotism 
to be a duty. The Spartans were a sober people 
before Socrates recommended sobriety ;—before 
he had even defined virtue, Greece abounded int 
virtuous men. But where could Jesus learn 
among his competitors that pure and sublime 
morality, of which he only hath given us both 
precept and example? The greatest wisdom was 
made known amongst the most bigoted fanati- 
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cism; and the simplicity of the most heroic 
virtues did honour to the vilest people on earth. 
The death of Socrates, peaceably philosophizing 
with his friends, appears the most agreeable that 
could be wished for. And that of Jesus, expi- 
ring in the midst of agonizing pains, abused, in- 
sulted, and accused by a whole nation, is the 
most horrible that could be feared. Socrates, in 
receiving the cup of poison, blessed indeed the 
weeping executioner who had administered it, 
But Jesus, in the midst of excruciating tortures, 
prayed for his merciless tormentors.—Yes, if the 
life and death of Socrates were those of a sage, 
the life and death of Jesus are those of a God. 
Shall we suppose the evangelic history a mere 
fiction? Indeed, my friend, it bears not the 
marks of fiction. On the contrary, the history 
of Socrates, which nobody presumes to doubt, 
is not so well attested as that of Jesus Christ. 
Such a supposition, in fact, only shifts the diffi- 
culty, without obviating it. It is more incon~ 
ceivable that a number of persons should agree 
to write such a history, than that one only 
should furnish the subject of it. The Jewish 
authors were incapable of the diction, and 
strangers to the morality contained in the Go- 
spel; the marks of whose truth are so striking 
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and inimitable, that the inventor would be a 
more astonishing character than the hero.” 

Yet, notwithstanding all this, in another part 
of his Emilius he says: ‘ This. same Gospel 
abounds with things so incredible and so repug- 
nant to reason, that it is impossible for any man 
of sense either to conceive or admit them.” 

We shall offer one more proof of the incon- 
sistency of those who endeavour to invalidate 
the truths of divine revelation. ¢* Lord Herbert 
of Cherbury,” says Dr. Leland, in his View of 
the Deistical Writers, «as he was one of the 
first, so he was confessedly one of the greatest 
writers that have appeared among us in the deis- 
tical. cause, and in several respects superior to 
those that had succeeded him.” He adds: ‘* His 
lordship seems to be the first that formed deism 
into a system, and asserted the sufficiency, uni- 
versality, and absolute perfection of natural re- 
ligion, with a view to discard all extraordinary 
revelation as useless and needless, He seems to 
assume to himself the glory of having accom- » 
plished it with great labour, and a diligent in- 
spection into all religions ; and applauds himself 
for it, as happier than any Archimedes.” _ 

Those who have read the Life of Lord Herbert 
will have no doubt of his sincerity; but they 
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can hardly give him any credit for his consist- 
ency ; when he who had taken so great pains 
to overturn and discard ‘ all extraordinary reve- 
Jation as useless and needless,” should himself 
be so doubtful of the truth of the cause he was 
about to endeavour to establish, as to be driven 
to the necessity of seriously and awfully suppli- 
cating the Divine Being for an extraordinary re- 
velation to sanction the work he was about to 
send forth into the world. The circumstance 
itself, as proceeding from Lord Herbert, needs 
no comment ; as it certainly shows, as far as his 
evidence will go, the advantage, consolation, and 
confirmation to the mind of man, of immediate 
and divine revelation. The following is his own 
account: ‘* My book, De Veritate, prout di- 
stinguitur d@ revelatione verisimili, possibili, et a 
Jalso, having been begun by me in England, 
and formed there in all its principal parts, was 
about this time finished; all the spare hours I 
could get from my visits and negotiations being 
employed to perfect this work ; which was no 
sooner done, but that I communicated it to 
Hugo Grotins, that great scholar, who, having 
escaped his prison in the Low Countries, came 
into France, and was much welcomed by me and 
Mons. Ticleners also, one of the greatest scho-' 
lars of his time; who, after they had perused it, 
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and given it more commendation than is fit for 
me to repeat, exhorted me earnestly to print and 
publish it. I must confess it did not.a little. 
animate me, that the two great persons above 
mentioned did so highly value it; yet, as I knew 
it would meet with much opposition, I did con- 
sider whether it was not better for me a while to 
suppress it. Being thus doubtful in my cham- 
ber, one fair day in the summer, my casement 
being opened towards the south, the sun shining 
clear, and no wind stirring, I took my book, 
De Veritate, in my hand, and, kneeling on my 
knees, devoutly said these words : 

‘© ©O thou eternal God, author of the light 
which now shines upon me, and giver of all in- 
ward illuminations, I do beseech thee of thy in- 
finite goodness to pardon a greater request than 
a sinner ought to make:—I am not satisfied 
enough whether I shall publish this book, De 
Veritate : if it be for thy glory, I beseech thee to 
give me some sign from heaven ; if not, I shall 
suppress it.’ 

“© | had no sooner spoken these words, but a 
joud though yet gentle noise came from the 
heavens, for it was like nothing on earth, which 
did so comfort and cheer me, that I took my pe- 
tition as granted, and that I had the sign T de- 
manded ; whereupon also I resolved to print my 
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book. This, how strange soever it may seem, I 
protest before the eternal God is true; neither 
am I any way superstitiously deceived herein, 
since I did not only clearly hear the noise, but 
in the serenest sky that I ever saw, being with- 
out all cloud, did to my thinking see the place’ 
from whence it came.” 

It has been before observed, that Christ is 
considered by some of those who have accepted 
deistical opinions, as the most dignified ser- 
vant and messenger ;” “ that he had the Spirit 
without measure, though a man like us.” 
Strange absurdity! as if that which is finite, 
and altogether human, could contain infinity: 
what less than divinity itself can possess that 
which is without measure? beyond all space; 
the ultimate of all holiness; the summit of per- 
fection ; the divine essence! Indeed it seems an 
extraordinary thing, if his miraculous concep- 
tion and incarnation, his miracles, resurrection, 
and ascension be doubted, how it should be dis- 
covered that “ he had the Spirit without mea- 
sure.” Round and positive assertion is fre- 
quently substituted for truth, and but too often 
takes with the multitude ; and if these assertions 
be gilded with the base metal ‘of sophistry, some- 
thing that has the appearance of truth, the end is 
answered; the credulous and unwary are still 
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caught, and thus made a prey to false reasoning 
and vain philosophy. As to proof, they hardly 
ever fairly attempt it, knowing it is altogether 
out of their power satisfactorily to give it. It is 
to be regretted, that though many of these infa- 
tuated persons are favoured with good natural abi- 
lities, too many of them have Jittle more to re- 
commend them than the mere semblance even of 
human wisdom ; what they possess haying more 
of the cunning insinuating serpent in its com- 
position, lying in wait to deceive, rather than 
that of sterling truth, in which the harmlessness 
of the dove is ever conspicuous. 

‘«< In this polite age it is the fashion to com- 
pliment deists on their good sense and their ho- 
nesty. Of their good sense, those persons can. 
make the justest estimate who are best acquaint- 
ed. with the disconsolate nature and. pernicious 
tendency of their absurd systems. Of their ho- 
nesty, we may form a tolerable judgement, from 
the oblique mode in which Christianity has been 
uniformly attacked. Scarcely a deist has come 
forward with an open avowal of his intention,; 
but, sculking behind some unconsecrated altar, 
aims. a deadly blow at the best and purest system 
of religion which bas ever been instituted. Hobhes 
employed ambiguity ; Bolingbroke.abuse; Vol- 
taire ridicule ; Hume an affected reverence far 
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what he was undermining ; Gibbon irony ; God- 
win unmanly insinuation ; and Paine the most 
outrageous misrepresentation. These are means 
worthy of their cause; and will, without doubt, 
bring their system eventually into universal dis- 
credit. Did, indeed, thinking deists propose their 
objections to revelation with fairness; use their 
utmost endeavours to have these objections obvi- 
ated ; and, provided a perfect solution could not 
be obtained, © wait the great teacher death, and 
God adore,’—a better opinion might be enter- 
tained of their principles, their tempers, and 
their conduct. But when they avail themselves 
of every opportunity to unsettle and overturn the 
faith of thousands; to loosen obligations moral 
and divine; and with one rude blow to cut off 
the dearest hopes of humanity,—we must ex- 
claim, in the language of Scripture, § Instru- 
ments of cruelty are in their habitations ; O my 
soul, come not thou into their secret ; unto their 
assembly, O mine honour, be not united *.’ ” 
Self-confidence and great ignorance of them- 
selves have been one means of laying the founda- 
tion of the principles of infidelity; these have 
despised the wisdom of antiquity, and the autho- 
rity of meu most justly renowned for good sense, 
Jearning, and holiness, and have committed 
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themselves to the direction of plausible and pre- 
sumptuous innovators, who are often sufficiently 
artful in beguiling the unwary. One of their 
most successful devices is, they pretend to teach 
the youth how to think for themselves. It is 
remarkable, however, that we very seldom find 
any of those who have gone to visit the sick lion 
to return from his den. A self-confident spirit 
‘naturally leads the mind into opinions the most 
daringly subversive of the Gospel, as well as 
into a course of life the most opposite to its pre- 
cepts. And when a man has begun to despise 
the influence.of the Holy Spirit, he is awfully 
left at large to -his own dark designs, and to the 
craft of the prince of darkness. He who thinks 
highly of himself is easily disposed to think 
meanly of divine grace. And yet the real prin« 
ciples of divine grace are alone productive of 
holy practice. And it is no uncommon thing 
for those who have not seen the evil of sin in 
their own nature, and the preciousness of the 
grace of Christ, even while they have boasted of 
their regard to moral virtue, to play with in- 
iquity, and call evil good, and good evil. Sin 
deceives and hardens the heart incredibly; even 
holy David for a season felt its fascinating 
power, and nothing less than the influence of di- 
vine grace could even in him have subdued it. 
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The greatest wit has often been used “in the 
promotion of infidelity; and it -has generally 
been defended with the most specious language. 
And while its “ words do eat as a canker,” and 
gradually pervert the minds of the unwary, every 
charitable attempt to counteract the poison is 
treated as bigotry, illiberality, and fanaticism. 
The praise of good sense and sound argument is 
considered as appropriate to the infidel. He, at 
least, is allowed and encouraged to spread his 
doctrines with freedom, and to asperse the or- 
thodox with the keenest invective; while all who 
undertake to defend the plain sense of Scripture 
are stigmatized as persecutors. Scenes of this 
nature have, to the disgrace of humanity, been 
renewed from age to age: and so low and mean 
are the ideas of charity inculcated by those who 
call themselves liberal, that the real spiritual be- 
nefit of thousands seems to them scarce an obs 
ject of any magnitude compared with the perso- 
nal reputation of the applauded infidel. 

The love of novelty, and a disposition to level 
all things both in heaven and in earth, have 
mach increased of late; but it has not as yet 
produced a very plentiful crop of reformation. 
On the contrary, it is a lamentable fact, that in- 
dividuals, and even families, who before they in- 
dulged these opinions were sober and exemplary 
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nerate, and become darkened, Such have been, 
and still must be, the fruits of departing from 
the simplicity of the Gospel as it is in Jesus. 
Can it in any sense add to man’s humility to 
persuade him he is capable, by the powers of 
nature, to do the will of God without divine as- 
sistance ? and that the reason with which the 
Deity bas favoured his creature man is sufficient 
of itself to enable him to work out his own sal- 
vation? Does it not at once strike at the root 
of divine revelation and grace, and tend to make 
the idea of inspiration appear the effect of weak- 
ness and enthusiasm? ‘* We abound,” says a 
Christian author, ‘* with learned and ingenious 
discourses on the extent and obligations of na- 
tural religion, ideal fitnesses, and relations of 
things, and the beauty of moral rectitude; but 
these serve rather to amuse than amend the age; 
and bring us no nearer to true Christianity than 
a hypothesis in natural philosophy. Such airy 
speculations have always proved too weak a 
foundation for practical piety. They want both 
solidity and authority. It is almost an unpar- 
donable error in most of these writers, that they 
consider human nature as standing in the ability 
of perfect freedom; and therefore, instead of 
leading the soul to God in a humble acknow~ 
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ledgement of its natural impotence and corrup- 
tion, that he may help and heal it with renewing 
and sanctifying grace, they address themselves to 
a sufficiency in man, crying out, ¢ Do this and 
live ;’ though where they may find strength for 
the doing it they show not. Thus they turn the 
covenant of grace into a covenant of works, and 
send us to the Law for justification. They make 
reason, unenlightened reason, our guide, and 
free-will our strength ; and so lay other founda- 
tions than that which is laid in the Gospel of 
Christ.””— Hartley. 

*¢ What ground have any of our modern deists 
to imagine,”’ says Dr. Clark, “ that if they them- 
selves had lived without the light of, the Gospel 
they should have been wiser than Socrates, and 
Plato, and Cicero? How are they certain they 
should have made such a right use of their rea- 
son, as to have discovered the truth exactly, 
without being in any way led aside by prejudice 
or neglect? If their lot had been among the vul- 
gar, how are they sure they should have been so 
happy or so considerate as not to have been in- 
volved in that idolatry and superstition which 
spread over the whole world? If they had join- 
ed themselves to the philosophers, which sect 
would they have chosen to have followed?’ and 
what book would they have resolyed upon to be 
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the adequate rule of their lives and conversa- 
tions? or if they should have set up for them-. 
selves, how are they certain they should have 
been skilful and unprejudiced enough to have 
deduced the several branches of their duty, and 
applied them to the several cases of life by ar- 
gumentation and dint of reason? It is one thing 
to see that those rules of life, which are before 
hand plainly and particularly laid before us, are 
perfectly agreeable to reason ; and another thing 
to find out those rules by the mere light of rea- 
son, without their having first been any other- 
wise made known. We see that even many of 
those who profess to govern their lives by the 
plain written rule of an instituted and revealed 
religion, are yet most miserably ignorant of their 
duty; and how can any man be sure he should 
have made so good improvement of his reason, 
as to have understood it perfeetly in all its parts , 
without any such help?” (Evid. of Chris- 
tianity, p. 212, edit. 5.) 

The more the subject is investigated, the more 
clearly is discovered the need we stand in of a 
better wisdom than our own. Many wise men 
have seen this, and in humble reverence have 
acknowledged it. Those, therefore, who are 
not favoured with clear vision respecting the 
truths of Christian revelation, surely act an un- 
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worthy part, in attempting to disturb the peace of 
those who apprehend they can see with clearness | 
the truths of the Gospel. Let such rather wait 
in patience and humility for an understanding 
heart, and often query whether the whole of the 
difference of sentiment between themselves and 
the real Christian, does not arise from an excess 
of that which will ever obstruct the divine in- 
telligence, viz. the corrupt will and overweening 
pride of man. 

In thus speaking of infidelity, and of its 
baneful effects on the minds of those who op- 
pose every degree of Christian revelation, anger 
or resentment ought to be laid aside. ‘* The 
wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of 
God ;” rather let every faculty of the soul breathe 
to the Father of all our mercies, that they may 
be so favoured with his divine influence, as that 
he may lead them out of the dark mazes of 
speculation, into that glorious light where every 
mist and every obstruction will be dissipated. It 
is only those who artfully endeavour to instil 
false principles into the unwary that ought to 
be shunned and condemned, 


SECTION IV. 


ON THE SCRIPTURES. 
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'T ue veracity and authenticity of the Scriptures 
have been many ways proved. Those who have 
believed in them have considered the truths they 
contain as ‘ able to make wise unto salvation, 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus 5” they 
have been a divine blessing to many thousands, 
who, by enjoying this privilege, have, had the 
path plainly marked out for them, in order that 
they might walk in the way of their vocation, in 
the fear and Jove of the Almighty. The Scrip- 
tures are not, however, the only guide. The 
apostle says, “ The anointing which ye have re- - 
ceived of him (i. e. Christ) abideth in you, and 
ye need not that any man teach you.” Christ 
is then the foundation-stone, ‘* the way, the 
truth, and the life;” and the Scriptures the 
written and undoubted evidence of this everlast- 
ing truth. Barclay says: ‘‘ They are without 
deceit or equivocation the most excellent writ- 
ings in the world; and no revelation coming 
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from the Spirit can ever contradict the testimony 
of Scripture or right reason.” 

It is an observation of some, that many who 
-have been favoured with superior understand- 
ings, and who have been in the habit of endea- 
vouring to account for every thing they see, have 
made the Scriptures also the subject of their re- 
starches ; not taking into their consideration that 
man¥ things coutained in them, have been, and 
ever will be, ‘* hid from the wise and’ prudent 
of this world :” so that it is a matter of no 
great surprise to the real Christian, to observe 
with how much readiness they reject Scripture 
testimony, in order to make room for a more 
pleasing study than that which forbids  self- 
gratification, controlled by divine limitations. 
To a seriously-thinking mind it must appear 
highly absurd, that the accomplishment of the 
prophecies concerning Christ’s coming and 
death should be considered of no other ad- 
- vantage to mankind, than the coming and death 
of the prophets and martyrs; when there are so 
many circumstances related of a peculiar nature, 
which not only give extraordinary certainty as 
to the fact, but also the assurances of the benefit 

spiritually derived to beljevers. . 
Many have not given themselves time to con- 
sider these subjects; and have supposed the 
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whole to have originated in priestcraft. But 
when it is fully established that the prophetic 
writings in Scripture have spoken so circum- 
stantially on the subject, and that what has been 
written has so exactly been accomplished, the 
unprejudiced mind surely will not doubt but 
divine goodness had some singular purpose 
to effect in bringing this his intention to pass. 
«‘ That Jesus was the Messias foretold by the 
prophets appears thus :—The prophets speak of 
a new and second covenant which God would 
make with his people; they mention, not once 
or twice, but very often, the conversion of the 
Gentiles from superstition and idolatry to the 
worship of the true God: they speak of four 
successive empires, the last of which was the 
Roman empire; and under this Jast empire 
they say that a new and everlasting kingdom 
should be established by one to whom God 
should: give absolute power and dominion. _ A 
great person was to come, who should be Emma- 
nuel, or God with us; the Son of God and the 
Son of Man; of the seed of Abraham, of Isaac, 
and of Dayid; born of a virgin, poor and ob- 
scure, and yet one whom David calls his Lord; 
the Lord to whom the temple belonged, the 
‘ mighty God; a great King, an everlasting Priest, 
_ though not of the tribe of Levi; born at Beth- 
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lehem ; a prophet like unto Moses, but greater 
than Moses; a prophet who should preach to 
the poor and meek, and proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and comfort tothe mourners, and heal 
the broken-hearted ; who should proclaim his 
Gospel first, principally, in the land of Zebu- 
Jon and Naphtali, in Galilee of the Gentiles; 
who should have a forerunner in the spirit of 
Elias, crying in the wilderness, ¢ Prepare ye the 
way of the Lord;’ who should instruct in a 
mild and peaceable manner, without wrath and 
contention, before the destruction of the tem- 
ple, in which temple he should be seen and 
heard; who should enter Jerusalem meek and 
humble, and riding on an ass; who should work 
miracles more than all the prophets, and mi-~ 
racles of the merciful and beneficent kind ; open 
the eyes of the blind and the ears of the deaf, 
and make the dumb to praise God, and the Jame 
to leap like a hart; who, notwithstanding all 
his power and goodness, should be rejected by 
the greater part of the nation, to whom he should 
be a stumbling-block ; who should be despised 
and afflicted, a man of sorrows, and cut off 
from the Jand-of the living; who should have 
enemies, numerous, powerful, crafty, and wick~ 
ed; should be accused by false witnesses; be-~ 
trayed by an intimate and particular friend; sold 
E2 


for thirty pieces of silver, and the money given 
for a potter’s field when it had been flung away 
by the traitor, who should not live long after 
his crime, and whose office should be filled by 
another: that his enemies should use him con- 
tumeliously, buffet him, and spit ‘upon him, 
whilst he should be led like a lamb to the 
slaughter, not opening his mouth, and uttering 
nothing, except intercession for the transgres- 
sors 3 that his enemies should strip him of his 
raiment, divide it among themselves, and cast 
lots upon it; surround him, pierce his hands 
and his feet, mock him, and shake their heads 
at him; give him gall to eat, and vinegar to 
drink ; that he should be reduced to so weak 
and languishing a condition that his bones 
might all be counted; his heart should melt 
within him, and his tongue cleave to the roof of 
his mouth: that he should be brought to the 
dust of death; that he should be pierced, and 
not one of bis bones be broken; and that he 
should be laid in the sepulchre of a rich and ho- 
nourable man, vone of his enemies hindering of 
it: that he should rise again before he had seen 
corruption, and subdue his enemies, and ascend 
into heaven, and sit at God’s right hand; be 
crowned with honour and glory, and see his 
seed ‘prosper, and justify many, and be adored 
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by kings and princes; that then Jerusalem 
should be made desolate, and the Jews dispersed 
in all lands, and the Gentiles should be convert- 
ed and flow into the Church. These things 
were said concerning some person, and they are 
all applicable to Christ.” —Jortin. 

‘¢ None of the apostles and companions of Christ- 
could have composed a more faithful compen- 
dious abridgement of the life, death, and resur- 
rection of Jesus, and the subsequent promulga- 
tions of bis Gospel, than what is contained in 
the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah. No sooner 
did Philip give the true explication of this very 
prophecy to the Eunuch who was reading it, 
and show its exact and sole accomplishment in 
the life and character of Jesus Christ, but he 
was convinced of the truth of Christianity, and 
was baptized into the profession of it. 

<¢ And the predictions of Daniel are so far free 
from the ambiguity of prophecy, that they seem 
to be plain historical narratives; and Porphyry 
asserted they were writtenyafter the events. 

‘¢ All these various prophecies, delivered in 
various revolving periods, concentred in Jesus 
Christ; and the increas.ng light of them from 
age to age was like the path of the just man, 
shining with greater and greater, lustre, until 
the perfect day of the Christian dispensation at 
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last burst in all its heavenly splendours upon a 
benighted world.”’—Harwood. 

Those who are sincere in their belief ofthe 
exalted character of Jesus Christ, and acknow- 
Jedge him even as a prophet, will find it difficult 
to make their opiniou agree with an idea which 
some have formed, that ** Moses was not a di- 
vine legislator;” seeing that Christ often refers 
to him as such; and that in reference to the 
want of faith and belief in the law. of Moses, 
and acting confurmably thereto, he speaks in 
strong terms: ‘¢ If they hear not Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though 
one rose from the dead.” Luke xvi. 31. And 
as a confirmation of his own divine character, 
and of the necessity there was for a belief of a 
connexion in their united evidence, he appeals to 
the authority of Moses: For had you believed 
Moses, ye would have believed mes for he wrote 
of me; but if ye believe not his writings, how 
shall ye believe my words ?”” John y. 46, 47. 

Many are the authorities which have been 
produced as evidence to prove Moses the cha- 
racter he professed 10 be: the simple, correct, 
and interesting mode of his describing the events 
he has handed down to us, is a@ criterjon to 
judge by. mt 

** In the course of his history Moses describes 
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‘events as they appeared. The actions of the 
patriarchs and favourite ancestors of the Jews, 
however exceptionable, and even the deceitful 
cruelty of +.evi, (from whom the historian was 
descended,) as also the curses denounced against 
him, are related without disguise. One circum- 
stance must, however, be remembered by those 
who would understand the scope and design of 
the sacred writer in furnishing us with particular 
relations contained in this book, which is, that 
he always kept in mind the promise of the Mes- 
siah; and was desirous of showing that the 
expectation of the great object of the Jewish 
hopes was predominant in all times, and influ- 
enced the opinions and manners of every gene- 
ration. The recollection of this will furnish the 
reason of many particulars mentioned by him, 
which might otherwise appear extraordinary and 
exceptionable.”—Gray’s Key. 
We may observe the peculiar wisdom that 
from the beginning was apparent in developing 
this extraordinary circumstance. It was not all 
at once fully opened to the understandings of 
mankind, but from age to age kept alive; and 
succeeding and corresponding testimonies by 
degrees unfolded the full intention of Omnipo- 
tence: and as the event drew nearer its comple- 
tion, so the circumstances were more particularly 
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and minutely described. Thus, though in the 
third chapter of Genesis it is only slightly ad- 
verted to, “* that the seed of the woman shall 
bruise the serpent’s head,” yet it.w2s sufficient 
to convey a hope that the breach which man had 
made by his fall, through disobeying the com- 
mand of God, would, in mercy, be repaired by 
the coming of the Messiah. Nay, it is somewhat 
evident that it did produce this hope in the wo- 
map, and that it would immediately come to 
pass, by her emphatic language on the birth of 
Cain; ‘TI have gotten a man from the Lord.” 
As we proceed, the mystery is gradually open- 
ed. The promise is made three times to Abra- 
ham. It is also confirmed to Jacob, who on 
his death-bed proceeds somewhat further, by 
mentioning Judah as the tribe from which he 
was to descend. Moses himself, in the eighteenth 
of Deuteronomy, describes the prophetie cha- 
racter of Christ; and to David, the very family 
from whence be was to proceed was made 
known. As we go on nearer to the time of the 
completion of this great event, the pRophess de- 
- scend to a variety of particulars. 

Isaiah, who is called the evangelical jrrophet, 
through the whole of his writings describes cir- 
cumstantially the greater part of the occurrences 
which would take place im the person of the 
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Saviour of men. His miraculous birth, divine 
character under various heads, his forbearance, 
humility, sufferings, and death, aré minutely 
described by him. 

‘Daniel, with other prophets, expresses his 
yiews concerning the promised Messiah; that 
‘he was to die for the sins of mankind,, in order 
to introduce universal righteousness. 

But, as if these remarkable unfoldings were 
not sufficient to prove the authenticity and truth 
of these declarations, as we draw still nearer to 
the event, the very place of bis birth 1s described 
by the prophet Micah, chap, v. 2: ‘¢ But thou 
Bethichem Ephratab, though thou be litte 
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee 
shall he come forth unto me, that is to be ruler 
in Israel, whose goings forth have been. from of 
old, from everlasting.” 

Zechariah, ch..ix..9, singularly describes the 
manner of his approach to the temple: ‘ Rejoice 
greatly, O daughters of Zion; shout, O daughters 
of Jerusalem; behold thy King cometh unto 
thee; he is just, and having salvation; lowly, 
aud riding upon an ass, and upon acolt, the 
foal of an ass.” See also Matt..xx1. 5, John 
xil, 15. 

«¢ The ten commandments (which are equally 
unworthy of credit, if Moses is not considered 

E5 


82 


as a divine legislator,) were first given as con- 
taining the primary principles of all law, and 
were doubtless’ introduced with such majesty 
and solemnity that they might retain an ever- 
lasting authority; they were uttered by the voice 
of God before the whole multitude of Israel; 
were written twice by God’s own finger; and 
are obviously distinguished from the other laws 
which were given to Moses only, which were 
written by him, and which were moulded in 
conformity to the peculiar condition and cir- 
cumstances of the Israelites. These laws, then, 
given for the advantage of all ‘mankind, were 
founded on principles of invariable and univer- 
sal propriety, and stamped with the two great 
characters of Christian excellence,—gratitude to 
God, and love to man.”’—Gray’s Key. 

In a publication entitled Letters from cer- 
tain Jews to Voltaire, are some observations 
which appear much to the present purpose. 
“© Where could you find,” says the writer, * in 
all antiquity religious institutions niore pure, and 
moral precepts more conformable to the feelings 
of nature, and the sacred rules of decency and 
virtue? Recall to your mind the laws of the 
most celebrated ancient nations: what false and 
whimsical ideas of the divinity; what objects of 
worship; what extravagant, impure, and cruel 
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rites; what impious opinions, scandalous ex- 
cesses, and barbarous customs are authorized or 
tolerated by these boasted legislators! From the 
heavenly bodies which give us light, down to the 
onions which grow in our gardens; from the 
man celebrated for his talents or, his crimes, 
down to the venomous reptile which creeps un- 
der the grass,—every thing had its worshippers. 
Here behold a sacrifice of female modesty; there 
human blood flows upon the altars, and the 
dearest victims expire in those flames which su- 
perstition has lighted up. A little further, vio- 
lence is offered to nature by brutal love, and 
hamanity debased by unworthy and barbarous 
treatment. Every where the people live in 
shocking ignorance, and the philosophers in 
error and uncertainty. Let us draw a veil over 
this mortifying picture of human_ blindness, 
which many others before us have traced out. 

“< But whilst we are turning our eyes from these 
dismal objects, permit us to ask you, Why so 
many mistakes among nations so wise, and so 
much wisdom among the ignorant ‘barbarous 
Hebrews ? does it not proceed from this, that 
all other nations had only the weak and glim- 
mering light of human reason for a guide, aud 
that among the Hebrews a superior reason had 
enlightened its darkness, and fixed its uncer- 
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tainties?) We shall insist no longer on our reli- 
gious and moral laws ;. they are too well known, 
and their superiority over all ancient legislators 
‘js too remarkable, to require any further diseus- 
sion. ‘Fo conclude: every part .of the Jewish 
Jegislature displays the high and divine wisdom 
of the legislator. Its doctrines are rational and 
sublime; its religious and moral precepts holy 
and pure; its political, military, and-civil, laws 
are wise, equitable, and mild; even ité ritual 
laws are founded in reason; all of them, in 
‘short, are admirably suited to the designs and 
views of the legislator; to the circumstances of 
time, place, and climate; to the inclinations 
of the Hebrews, and to the manners of the 
neighbouring nations, &c. There is nothing in 
this legislature that contradicts the laws of na- 
ture or of virtue; every thing here breathes jus- 
tice, piety, honesty, benevolence. Its object, its - 
antiquity, its origin, duration, the talents and 
virtues of the legislator, the respeet of so many. 
nations,—all uhese things conspire to prove the 
excellence of it. Your greatest men have ad- 
mired it, and. looked upon it as the primary 
source of divine, and human law ; and you, sir, 
can see nothing in it but absurdity and barba- 
rism. When you spoke of it in such oppro- 
brious. terms, did impartiality guide your criti-~ 
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cism ?....We have thought fit to say thus muéh 
in defence of our laws. 

“* This, indeed, is but a poor sketch of an apo- 
logy, if compared with those’ of so many learned 
Christians and well instructed Jews ; Abrave- 
“mel, Jarchi, Maimonides ; and before them Jo- 
sephus and the eloquent Philo :—read their 
writings ; do still a better thing, read the text 
of eur Jaws, and your prejudices will soon 
vanish, &c. , 

“¢ As for our parts, when we consider the just 
censures that have been passed on ancient and 
modern governments; when we reflect on the 
baneful systems set up in ages past, and in this 
one too, by philosophers ; when we see the pro- 
vidence of God, his justice, even his existence 
contested, fatality introduced, liberty destroy- 
ed; the land-marks. of rigbt and wrong daringly 
torn up, or placed with uncertainty, by these 
pretenders to wisdom; man degraded; all the 
bonds of society dissolved; vain imaginations. 
and racking doubts substituted in the place of 
the most comfortable and salutary truths, &c. ;— 
when we see these things, our spirit is stirred up. 
at all these errors, aud we cannot help thinking, 
ourselves. happy in baving been preserved from, 
them by such reasonable and holy laws. O, 
Israel, happy are we; for the things that are. 
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pleasing to God are made kriown to us: * He 
hath not dealt so with any nation.’ Such is 
the testimony of a modern Jew; to the truth of 
which, as far as concerns the divine origin of 
their religion, we cannot but cordially unite, as 
well as to the deductions that follow. 

As to the Scriptures themselves, there now 
remains no doubt but they have laid the founda- 
tion of most, if not all religions, however de- 
faced and obscured by the corrupt notions of 
mankind. This fact is fully established by the 
Jate excellent Sir William Jones, whose candour 
and benevolence in his researches, in laying no 
restraint on the opinions of others, notwith- 
standing the evidence he has met with, at once 
proclaim him worthy the admiration and regard 
of every good man; and, one would hope, would 
make some way in removing the rooted preju- 
dice that some persons appear to have taken 
avainst the sacred writings, particularly the Pen- 
tateuch. . 

His opinion respecting the Scriptures, in his 
eighth discourse, is well worth transeribing : 
“ Theological inquiries,” says he, * are no part 
of my present subject ; but I cannot refrain from 
adding, that the collection of tracts, which we 
call, from their excellence, che Scriptures, con~ 
tain, independently of a divine origin, more trae 
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sublimity, more exquisite beauty, purer morality, 
more important history, and finer strains both of 
poetry and eloquence, than would be collected in 
the same compass from all other books that were 
ever composed in any age or in any idiom. The 
two parts of which the Scriptures consist are 
connected by a chain of compositions which bear 
no resemblance in form or style to any that can 
be produced from the stores of Grecian, Indian, 
Persian, or even Arabian learning. The anti- 
quity of those compositions no man doubts ; 
and the unstrained application of them to events 
Jong subsequent to their publication is a solid 
ground of belief that they were genuine produc- 
tions, and consequently inspired. But if any 
thing be the absolute exclusive property of each 
individual, it is his belief; and I hope [ should 
be one of the last men living » ho could harbour 
a thought of obtruding my own belief on the 
free mind of others. I mean only to assume 
what I trust will be readily conceded,—that the 
first Hebrew historian must be entitled, merely 
as such, to an equal degree of credit in his ac- 
count of all civil transactions with any other 
historian of antiquity. How far that most an- 
cient writer confirnis the result of our inquiries 
into the genealogy of nations, I de et to show 
at our next anniversary meeting.” 
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In his ninth discourse, he enters on this im- 
portant subject. And in his tenth he speaks with 
that degree of confidence which the evidence he 
had obtained would fully warrant. 

‘In the first place,’’ says he, ** we cannot 
surely deem it an inconsiderable advantage, that 
all our historical researches have confirmed the 
Mosaic accounts of the primitive world; and 
our testimony on that subject ought to haye the 
greater weight, because, if the result of our ob- 
‘servations had been totally different, we should 
nevertheless. have published them, not indeed 
with equal pleasure, but with equal confidence : 
for truth is mighty, aud, whatsoever be its con- 
sequences, must always prevail.’ 

Many important facts, evincing the antiquity 
of the sacred records, and of their having been the 
ground-work of the various religions of the East 
from the remotest period, and from thence trans-— 
mitted to other parts of the globe, are, we think,, 
fully proved in the researches above alluded to. 

Though the heathens were w onderfu! ly in-. 
consistent in their mode of worship,. yet,. even. 
in so doing, their minds locked up to some su- 

_preme cause; a something that they imagined, 
would. hear their petitions, and grant them relief. 

Their mythology is an extraordinary proof of 
the outlines of a system in their supposed ap~ 
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proaches towards divinity, which had the sacred 
history in view, and which is one great and de- 
cided proof of its antiquity, and of its effect asa 
certain truth on the minds of men at the éarliest 
times. In describing their gods, whe were so 
numerous that some writers assert they amount- 
ed to thirty thousand, we often find them making 
use of the sacred writings in their fictions. 

If we examine into the records of profane his- 
tory, we shall find much to support the faith of 
the servant of God with regard to the Jeading 
facts of the Mosaic Pentateuch. 

Profane historians, who mention Moses and 
his character, seem to be in part acquainted with 
his education, his military exploits, and his mi- 
racles, especially those plagues he brought oa 
Egypt, and consider him as a famous magician. 

In addition to what has already appeared 
herein from the attestation of heathen authors, 
the character of Moses is universally considered 
by them as a great lawgiver; as is testified by 
Diodorus Siculus, who says that ‘* Moses re- 
ceived his laws from the God Jao*.” His fine 
form and consummate wisdom are mentioned by 
Trogus Pompeius; and he.takes notice of Mo- 
ses’s success against ihe Ethiopians, who had 
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invaded the territories of Pharaoh. Trogus was 
the first of the Latin historians, and attributes 
the prosperous and flourishing cireumstances of 
the Jewish state to a mixture of justice with re+ 
ligion in their government. He gives'a high 
character of Joseph; and mentions his being 
sold by his brethren to foreign merchants 
through envy, who carried him into Egypt, 
where he soon became dear to the king: that 
Joseph was the first who understood the in+ 
terpretation of dreams, and foretold a famine 
many years before it happened; and preserved 
Egypt, by advising the king to provide stores of _ 
corn against the time of needs; and that there 
had been so much experience of the truth of his 
answers, that they seem to be given rather by 
God than’ man. ; 

Artepanus says, Moses was commander of 
the Egyptian forces against the Ethiopians du- 
ring a ten years war. Yet on this subject we 
find Moses totally silent ; but he does not for- 
get to record his killing the Egyptian. 

Numenius the Pythagorean says, ‘* That 
Jannes and Jambres, the chief of the magicians 
of Egypt, by their sorceries withstood Moses 
the leader of the Jews, a man most powerful in 
his prayers to God.” And when speaking ex- 
pressly of the Hebrew lawgiver, he says, What 
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is Plato, but Moses seme in the language 
of Athens?” 

Diodorus and Herodotus take notice of the 
terrible scourges brought on the Egyptians by 
Moses. The former, who lived in the time of 
Julius and Augustus Cesar, and wrote the his- 
tories of Egypt, Persia, Syria, &c., also men+ 
tions, ‘* That the Troglodytes, the indigenous 
inhabitants of the place, (where Moses crossed 
the Red Sea,) had a tradition from father to son, 
from very early and remote ages, that once a 
division of the sea did happen there ;. and after 
leaving the bottom some tiie, -the sea again 
eame back and raged with great fury.’ This 
is the testimony of a heathen historian, not 
writing on the subject of revelation, but merely 
speaking of the country, the history of which 
he was writing, and recording the knowledge he 
_ had obtained from the natives. 

Artepanus mentions a tradition, of the manner - 
of the passage of the Israelites through the Red 
Sea, among the people of Heliopolis. And Ta- 
citus says of the Jews, that they worshipped the 
supreme; eternal, immutable Being. 

Dion Cassius says that many had written of 
the God of the Jews, and of the worship that 
they paid to him. And Varro, the most learned 
historian among the Romans, much approved the 
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Jewish way of worship, as being free from that 
idolatry which he could not but dislike’ in the 
heathen religion. 

The tradition ofa seventh day iba among 
al] the heathen nations could only be derived 
from the writings of Moses, or the teachings of 
Abraham and his descendants. 

Clemens Alexandrinus, in his Strom. V., quotes 
out of Hesiod, ‘* that the seventh day was sa- 
cred.” The like out of Homer and Callima- 
chus: to which may be subjoined what Eusebius 
has taken out of Aristobulus, lib. xiii. cap. 12, 
‘© Theophilus Antiochanus to Antelychus,. con- 
cerning the seventh day, which is distinguished 
by all men.” 

Suetonius in his. Tiberius. says, ‘* Diogenes 
the grammarian used to dispute at Rhodes on the 
sabbath day.” | 

Lucian tells us in his Paralogist, “€ That boys 
were used to play on the seventh day.” 

Dion Cassius, lib. xxxiti. says: “ The day 
called Saturnus, and the custom of compating 
time by weeks, was derived from the ictainail 
to all mankind.” 

Herodotus, in his second book, tells us, 
« That the keeping the seventh hake was nota 
new, but a very ancient custom.” 

Josephus against Appion, about the end of 
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the second hook, says: ** There is no city, Greek 
or Barbarian, in which the custom of resting on 
the ir day is not preserved, as it is among 
the Jews. 

And Philo says, “ It is a festival not only ce- 
lebrated in one city or country, but throughout 
the whole world.” 

That there was such an_ universal destruction 
by water as Noah’s flood, is confirmed by the 
concurrent testimony of several of the most an- 
cient writers and nations in the world. 

That the Egyptians were no strangers to this 
event, appears from the testimony of Plato, 
who says, ‘ that a certain Egyptian priest re- 
counted to Solon, out of their sacred books, the 
history of the universal flood which happened 
long before the particular inundation known to 
the Grecians,”” 

The inhabitants of Heliopolis in Syria showed 
a chasm or cleft in the earth in the temple of 
Juno, which they say had swallowed up the 
waters of’ that flood. 

Herodotus says, the Egyptian priests told him 
that the sun bad four times deviated from his 
course, having twice risen when he uniformly 
goes down, and twice gone dows when he uni- 
formly rises. 

Grotius, in his Treatise on Truth, informs 
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us, that what Moses says of the origin of the 
world is recorded_by the Pheenicians and Egyp- - 
tians.”’ 

Those who have read Ovid will recollect that 
he begins his Metamorphoses with a poetical 
transcript of the beginning of Genesis. He 
then proceeds with a history of the creation, 
_ acknowledging that man was made after the 
image of God; that he was to have dominion 
over all animated creation. He then goes on to 
describe the general corruption, when the earth 
was filled with violence ; points out the destruc- 
tion of mankind by the deluge, except two per- 
sons, whom he names Deucalion and Pyrrha, 
who were saved in a ship or boat which rested 
on Mount Parnassus; and from these two, he 
adds, the whole earth was re-peopled. 

And even their oracles, and the various priests 
who attended their devotions, had undoubtedly 
the Jewish mode of worship in view. 

Maimonides says, “ That the Indians in the 
East formerly had the story of Adam and Eve, 
the tree of knowledge, and the temptation of 
the serpent ; and it is said that the Brahmins 
and inhabitants of Siam have them at this day.” 

Manetho, who wrote the history of the Egyp-- 
tians; Berosus, who wrote the Chaldean his- 
tory; Hesiod among the Greeks; Hecateus, 
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Hellanicus, and Ephorus, all unanimously agree 
that in. the ‘first ages of the world men lived 
one thousand years. 

_ The account of the ark, the deluge, and those 
who were saved therein, is also mentioned by 
Berosus, Plutarch, and Lucian. 

_ Berosus was a priest of Belus, and a Babylo- 
nian born, but afterwards flourished in the island 
of Cos. He gives an account of Noah under 
the name of Xisuthrus, to whom Saturn ap- 
» peared in a dream, and gave him warning that 
on the 15th day of the month Desius mankind 
should be destroyed by a flood, and therefore 
commanded him to build a-ship; and having 
furnished it with provisions, and taken into it 
fowls and four-footed beasts, to go into it him- 
self with his friends and nearest relations: this 
ship was five furlongs in length, and two wide. 
All this Xisuthrus did; and when the flood 
came, and began to abate, he Jet out some birds, 
which, finding no food nor place to rest on, re- 
turned to the ship. After some days he let out 
the birds again ; but they came back with their 
feet daubed with mud. In a few days he let 
them go again, but they did not return, whereby 
he ufiderstood that the earth appeared again 
above the waters; and so, taking down some of 
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the planks of the ship, he saw itrrested upou a 
mountain. 

Eusebius says that Pye = Me mention 
of the dove that was sent out to explore the 
waters. 

The burning of Sodom is related by Dio- 
dorus, Strabo, and Tacitus. 

The account of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and 
Joseph, was found in many ancient historians 
quoted by Eusebius ; and is mentioned in Justin 
from Trogus Pompetus. 

And the actions of Moses leading the Israelites 
out of Egypt, and receiving the two tables of 
stone from the hands of God, are to be found in 
many authors, but particularlyin the terses which 
are ascribed to Orpheus; and in the Egyptian 
histories. 

Sanchoniathon also mentions several of the 
facts related by Moses. 

In the reign of Darius Hystaspes, about five 
hundred years before our blessed Saviour, Zoro- 
aster appeared in the world; in whose books are 
contained many things out of the Old Testa- 
‘ment; a great part of the Psalms of David; 
the history of the creation and deluge. He 
mentions Adam and Eye, Abraham, Joseph, 
‘Moses, and Solomon, 
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Numenius the Pythagorean, before mention- 
ed, asserts that the Brahmins of India were not 
unacquainted with the religion of the Hebrews; 
and that the laws of the wisest of the heathen 
nations were taken from the laws of Moses. 

Strabo mentions Moses and the ancient Jews 
with commendation: he says that many, in 
honour to the Divine Majesty, went out of 
Egypt with Moses, rejecting the worship of the 
Egyptians and other nations ; inasmuch as Mo- 
ses had instructed them that God was not to be 
worshipped by any image, and that he would 
reveal himself only to the pure and virtuous. 
He observes, that Moses had great success in the 
establishment of his government, and the re- 
ception of his laws among the neighbouring 
nations; and that his successors for some ages 
pursued the same methods, being just and truly 
religious. erties 

Philostorgius says, that the place called by the 
natives Clysma, was the place where the Israelites 
of old passed over to the other side without wet- 
ting their feet. 

Abulfeda, a Mahometan writer of considerable 
antiquity, says, ‘* Not far from Alkolsum, is the 
place where Pharaoh and his army were drowned 
in the sea.” 

: Fr 
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Dr: Shaw says, that near Corondel the natives 
still preserve a tradition that a numerous army 
was formerly drowned near Beden, the same is 
Clysma. 

The names of places which are still preserved 
in that country bear some testimony to the 
truth of the events. Etham is now called Etti; 
and we still find the wilderness of Sdar and Sin, 
and the region Paran. 

Beyond Corondel or Clysma is a-hill called 
Gibel al Marah ; not far from which is a desert 
called Sin; and the coast downward seems to 
have the same name as it had of old, from the 
bitter waters with which it still abounds. 

Elah and Madian also yet remain, and are 
mentioned by Abulfeda. Below this region are 

. the palm-trees and the twelve wells of water. 

Diodorus Siculus mentions the palm-grove as 
it was described by Ariston, who was sent by 
Ptclemy to descry the coast of Arabia upon the 
Red Sea. 

Here also is still the desert of Faran, the 
Pharan of Ptolemy, or Paran of the Scriptures, . 
Diodorus further speaks of some rocks or pillars 
here, graven with some unknown characters ; 
and he gives the reason why this district is so 
much honoured :—** because all the country 
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round about was parched up with heat, being 
without water, and without any other trees that - 
could afford a shade.’’ 

Strabo gives a similar account of the palm- 
grove and the wells. 

“In these names we may see the traces of the 
ancient Marah, as well as the other places men- 
tioned by Moses. The engravings upon the 
rocks seem still to remain, as they were seen by ° 
Moncony somevyears since, just in this part of 
the desert, as he was returning from Mount 
Sinai. : 

Ariston, Artemidorus, Agatharchides,’ and 
Diodorus, who mention these’ facts, all lived 
before the Christian era. Even Strabo was but 
a few years after; and Abulfeda had no tempta- 
tion to misrepresent what he saw. 

We will now proceed to look into other his- 
tories and works of learned heathen writers, to 
see what traces we can find of the great lumi-° 
nous doctrines taught by. Moses, as received 
from God. 

Porphyry, the pagan philosopher, who lived ° 
in the third century, and wrote much against 
Christianity, as quoted by Eusebius, says, «The 
way of the gods is steep and very craggy: the 
Barbarians found out many of its paths; but the 
Greeks wandered from them; and those who 
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kept them spoiled them: but God revealed those 
hidden ways to the Egyptians, the Pheenicians, 
Chaldeans, to the Lydians and to the He- 
brews.”” It is well known that the three first 
received much of their religious knowledge from 
Abraham the father of the Hebrews, from 
Moses, and the Jews. Porphyry adds, * For this 
reason, Apollo says in an oracle, the Chaldeans 
and Hebrews alone have got wisdom, by purely 
worshipping the self-begotten king, God.” 

Chalcidius, in his Timzeus, says, “ To this 
the Hebrews agree, when they say that God 
gave to man a soul by a divine breath, which 
they call reason, or a rational soul; but to 
dumb creatures, and wild beasts of the forests, 
one void of reason; the living creatures and 
beasts being by the command of God seattered 
over the face of the earth; amongst which was 
the serpent, who by his evil persuasions de- 
ceived the first of mankind.’”? He mentions 
Moses by name ; and says, ‘* He was the wisest 
of men; who was enlivened, not Pr human elo- 
quence, but by divine inspiration.” 

Dionysius Longinus, who lived in the time fee 
the emperor Aurelian, and was the great fa- 
vourite of Zenobia the queen of Palmyra, in 
his book of The Sublime, after saying * that 
they who speak of God ought to take care to 
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represent him as great, pure, and without mix- 
ture,” adds, ‘* Thus docs he who gave laws to 
the Jews, who was an extraordinary man, who 
coaceived and spoke worthily of the power of 
God, when he writes in the beginning of his 
laws, ¢ God spake :’? What? © Let there be light, 
and there was light !—let there be earth, and it 
“was so.’”’ 
Among the late discoveries by Europeans, the 
sacred books of the Chinese are not the least. 
Many of them, by the best actounts that can be 
obtained, were written some hundred years be- 
fore our Saviour. These are preserved in several 
great libraries in Europe; and by the translation 
given to us by the learned author of the Philo- 
_ sophical Principles of Natural and Revealed Re- 
ligion, we are informed that the Chinese have 
five origiiral or canonical books, called King, 
which in their language signifies ‘a sublime, 
sacred, immutable doctrine ; founded on un- 
shaken principles.” These books were looked 
upon as of very remote antiquity in the time of 
Confucius, who lived about six hundred years 
before our era. ; 
There is a circumstance related by Martinius 
in his History of China, which serves to show 
that Confucius, the lawgiver of that vast and ex- 
tensive empire, had preserved some remains of 
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the ancient belief in the doctrine of a promised 
Saviour. Martinius asserts, that a Chinese phi- 
losopher who had embraced Christianity point- 
ed out to him the last sentence of the book 
Chuncieuy written by Confucius; from which 
it appeared that he had not. only foreseen the 
incarnation of the Messiah, but had mentioned 
even the very year in the Chinese cycle when 
that event was to take place. In the thirty- 
ninth year of the emperor Lu, the huntsman of 
that prince killed, without the western gate of 
the city, a very scarce animal, known to the 
Chinese by the name of Kilin. A constant re- 
port had always-prevailed, that, as soon as that 
animal made its appearance, a hero of great 
sanctity would succeed it, who should bring glad 
tidings of great joy.to all nations. Confucius, 
having learned these circumstances, shed a pro- 
fusion of tears; and with a deep ‘sigh ex- 
claimed, “ Already does my doctrine approach 
towards its termination, and will soon be finally 
dissolved.’’ After this he wrote nothing more, 
and even left a work unfinished; declaring that 
his rule of doctrine was at an end, and must 
speedily give place to that of a true legislator, 
who would cause wars and tumults to cease, and 
to whom all the different sects of philosophers 
must yield. It is worthy of observation, that 
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- this ‘animal is described by the Chinese, as being 
of a remarkably mild and placid disposition, in- 
somuch that it hurts no person, not even those 
who attempt to put it to death: and it is yet 
more remarkable, that the two words by which 
we express the Lamb of God are said to be equi- 
valent to the Chinese term Kilin. With regard: 
to the year in which our Saviour was born, the 
converted philosopher, from whom Martinius 
received this, account, conjectured that it was 
known to Confucius from the following circum- 
stance:—The Chinese characters and name of the 
year in which the animal was slain, exactly cor- 
respond with their cyclical designation of that 
in which the birth of Christ took place, In 
other words, the Chinese reckoning by cycles, 
and calling each year in a cycle by a different 
name, the Kilin was slain and our Saviour born 
in the corresponding years of two successive 
cycles. He added, that Confucius wept from 
an emotion of excessive joy, because he con- 
ceived that the advent of the most Holy One was 
prefigured Ly this circumstance. From the death 
of that mysterious animal be might perhaps have 
conjectured the sufferings of the Messiah, who 
was led like a lamb to the slaughter through the 

“western gate of Jerusalem.—Vide Faber’s Hore 
Mosaice, vol. i. p. 110. ; 
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There is. tile doubt but Confucius had re-. 
ceived some distant prospect of the divine sy- 
stem of the Gospel from tradition, The patri= 
archal tradition had fortunately been preserved 
in considerable purity in his family; but be 
perceived with sorrow the degeneracy of China. 
He claimed no divine commission, and declared 
that his doctrines were not his own, but those 
of the ancients handed down by tradition. His 
system consisted .in the simple worship of the 
God of heaven, and the practice of moral 
virtue. He lived about 600 years before the 
-Christian zra, the noblest and most divine phi- 
losopher of the. pagan world ; was himself the 
innocent occasion of the introduction of the 
numerous and monstrous idols that in after ages 
disgraced the temples of China; having in his. 
dying moments encouraged his disconsolate dis 
ciples by prophesying, “* In the west the Holy 
One will appear.” They concluded that he 
meant the god Bhood of India, and immediately 
introduced into China the worship of that deity, 
with all the train of abominable images and ido- 
latrous rites by which that gross superstition was 
iy so. remarkable a manner distingeiaeds _ 
5 Ind, Ant. 758. 

“In the book called Chan- Hai- King, it is said 


** that: the sacred mountain Konealun was situ 
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ated in the middle of the world; and all that 
could be desired,—as wondrous trees, marvellous 
fountains, and flowery shades,—were found on 
that sacred hill or hidden -garden. This moun- 
tairis the inferior palace of the sovereign lord, 
and the animal Kaiming guarded the entry.” 

Another book, written by Hoi-ai-nang-wang, 
in speaking of the first earth, says, * This deli- 
cious garden, refreshed with zephyrs, and plant- 
ed with odoriferous trees, was situated in the 
middle of the mountain which was the avenue 
to heaven. The waters that bedewed it flowed 
from a source called the fountain of immortality. 
He that drinks of it never dies. From thence 
flowed four rivers ;—a golden river betwixt the 
south and east;—a red river betwixt the north 
and east ;—a peaceful stream betwixt the south 
and west ;-~and the river of the Lamb betwixt 
the north and west. “These magnificent floods 
are the spiritual fountains of the Sovereign Lord, 
by which be heals the nations, and fructifies all 
things.” 

In the book Chi-King it is said, ‘* Heaven 
placed mankind upon a high mountain, but 
Tai-wang made it fruitless by his fault. Wen- 
wang, or the King of Peace, endeavoured to 
render to the mountain its primitive beauty ; 
but Tai-wang contradicted and opposed his will. 

F5 " 


106 


Why did Tai-wang plunge us into so many mi- 
series? Our misery has lasted these many ages. 
_ The world is lost; vice overflows all, as a mor- 
tal poison :—we possessed happy fruitfal fields’; 
a woman robbed us of them! All was subject 
to us; a woman threw us into slavery ;—she 
hates innocence, and loves vice:—the wise hus- 
band raised up a bulwark of walls ; the woman, 
by an ambitious desire of knowledge, demolished 
them. Our misery did not come from Heaven, 
but from a woman: she Jost human kind ;—she 
erred first, and then sinned.” 

In the book Y.King, we have this account 
of the fall: “* The rebellious and perverse dra- 
gon suffers by his pride. > His ambition blinded 
him ;—he would mount up to heaven, but he 
was thrown down upon earth. At first his 
abode was in the high places, but he forgot him- 
self; he-hurt bimself, and Jost eternal life.” 

The book Chu-King informs us, That it is 
evident, by the ancient tradition of our fathers, 
T-Chi-y-cou, or The Beautiful, became deform - 
ed. This son of Heaven was the first author of 
all revolt; but his rebellion extended at length 
to all ra and dclugen the world with 
crimes.” 

Chan-Kai-King says: ¢ That Hoangti,” or 
the Sovereign Lord, ordered a celestial spirit to 
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perepuate T-Chi-y-cou into the black ve of 
misery.’ 

And Lopi adds, ‘* That T-Chi-y-cou having 
hatched rebellion, went out from the river of the 
Lamb.”* 

And Koueil-sang says, “ That he is the great 
impostor or inventor of all evil. He has the 
face of a man, the body of a serpent, and is all 
deceit and lies.” 

And by the most modern discoveries, made 
in later times ia the East Indies by Sir William 
Jones, in his Asiatic Researches, it clearly. ap- 
pears that the Hindoos have the tradition of the 
flood in the time of Noah. They also assest 
that the evil being, Abriman, got upon the 
earth in the form of a serpent, and seduced the 
first human pair from their allegiance toOrmusd, 
by persuading them that he himself was the au- 
thor of all that existed. The man and woman 
both believing him became criminal ; and thus 
sin will perpetuate itself till the resurrection. 

And Mr. Halhed, who is so justly celebrated 
for his discoveries in Indian antiquities, has 
published a commentary on the Veedas, from an 
old Persian author ; wherein it is. asserted that 
<¢ the Aswammedha-Yug, or the worship by the 
sacrifice of a horse, does not merely consist. in 
bringing a horse and sacrificing him ; but the: 
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rite is also to be taken in a mystic signification : 
the horse so to be sacrificed is in the place of the 
sacrificer, and bears his sins into the wilderness, 
where he is turned adrift, and becomes the expi- 
atory victim of those sins.” I need not attempt 
to show the similitude between this and the 
scape-goat of Moses, or to prove that it must 
have been derived from the same source—divine 
revelation. 

Does not al! this clearly show that the Chi- 
nese and East Indians must have had among 
them the tradition of those great events related 
with so much precision by Moses, and that they 
considered them as of divine original ? 

If we look to the Greeks and Romans, we find 
their whole mythology founded on like tradi- 
tions ; and whoever carefully and attentively 
considers the principles that gave rise to their 
allegorical fables, which in time became the ob- 
jects of all their religious worship, will plainly 
see that they must have taken their rise either 
from the revelations made to Moses, or the tra- 
ditions handed down from Abraham, or per- 
‘haps from Noah, and carried into all countries 
at the dispersion of Babel. 

This the learned and pious Justin Martyr, in 
his Second Apology to the Emperor Antoninus 
Pius and the Senate of Rome, well observes. 
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He asserts, ‘that all the fables made of, and all 
the wonders attributed to, Mercury, Bacchus, 
Hercules, Perseus, ASsculapius, and Bellerophon, 
were only disguises of some ancient traditions 
concerning the Messiah.” é; 

As to Virgil, it is plain that he seems to have 
had even more than bare tradition; he must 
have had an intimate knowledge of the predic- 
tions contamed in the Old Testament relative to 
the second coming of Christ, as well as his first, 
with the belief and expectation of the Jews 
founded thereon. Hearken to the extraordi- 
nary language of this heathen poet, written just 
before the advent of the Saviour, and say what 
else could have given rise to such noble and di-+ 
vine imagery? ‘* The last age sung by the Cu- 
mean Sybil is come; the great revolution is at 
hand. Justice is about to return upon earth; 
ahd the happy reign of Saturn to be restored. 
A divine child is to descend from heaven. When 
he is born, the iron age will cease, and the 
golden age will be renewed over all the earth. 
He will partake of the divine life. See the he- 
roes associated with the gods; and they shall 
see him governing the world in peace by his 
father’s virtue. Then the earth shall produce 
all things of its own accord; all wars. shall 
cease,. and all things be restored to their primi- 
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tive felicity. Beloved: offspring of the gods! < 
Great sun of Jupiter! see how the earth, the — 
seas, the heavens, and the whole universe, re- 
joice at.thy coming!” 

The testimony of the Magi, who had inquired 
where the King of the Jews was to be born, 
and, having seen his star in the east, came to 
worship him, adds great confirmation to the 
suggestion that they must have had the know- 
ledge of, and believed in, the Mosaic account 
of the coming Saviour. 

Many more great inen, both Jews and hea- 
thens, have added their testimony to the authen- 
ticity of the books of Moses, with the other 
sacred and divine Scriptures: among whom we 
may add the name of Ptolemy Philadelphus, 
who was a heathen prince of great learning, and 
a remarkable encourager of the liberal sciences ; 
whose library at Alexandria amounted to four 
hundred thousand volumes. 

Cyrus and Darius desired the prayers and the 
sacrifices of the Jews in behalf of themselves 
and their kingdoms. Alexander the Great, Au- 
gustus, Tiberius, and Vitellius, sent victims to be 
sacrificed at the temple of Jerusalem; as we 
learn from Josephus and Philo. 

We may also mention Longinus, a most com- 
petent judge of human writings, together with 


Tertullian, and many others well known to the 
learned, who ought to be received as indis- 


putable witnesses to a fact of this nature. 

It is almost four thousand years since the Penta- 
teuch was written ; and never has it been denied 
to be the work of Moses till modern times. It 
is true, Aben Ezra, a Jew of considerable note, 
about the year 1200, first supposed that these 
books had been written in the time of the 
Kings ; but then he considered them as inspired 
writings, let who would be the author of them, 
and received them as absolute truth. It never 
entered into his head to disbelieve the facts re- 
corded in them, or to doubt their being the 
commandments of God. 

Within the present century Woolston, Col-— 
lins, Tindal, Shaftsbury, and Bolingbroke, with 
a number of others, copied Aben Ezra’s objec- 
tions; and without his faith, endeavoured to 
impose them upon the public, as solid objections ~ 
to the truth and authenticity of the Old Testa- 
ment. Aben Ezra had been long since fully 
answered ; and now these champions of infi- 
delity again brought forward a number of pious 
and learned men, who obviated every colour of 
argument or proof, and silenced the objections 
by fair conviction foratime. 

But it was not long before Voltaire, the late 
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king of Prussia, Rousseau, and others, again 


retailed out these old exceptions new vamped 
up, threatening destruction to all the tenets of 
revelation. The force of truth, however, pre- 
vailed against these adversaries, and for a time 
the enemies to revealed religion seemed to avoid 
coming out to public view. ‘ 

Of late years there have been some powerful 
attempts to bring forward objections, not only 
to the Pentateuch, but to the whole of the sa- 
cred writings. And these have also been so 
ably answered by men of acknowledged piety, 
virtue, and good sense, that the Scriptures 
are, 1f possible, established on a firmer basis, in 
the view of the thinking part of the world, than 
they were before; it being an established fact, 
that the truth will ever appear the stronger, the 
more it is investigated, 

But is there any thing improbable or unna- 
tural in attributing the Pentateuch to Moses as 
its inspired author, on the evidence adduced for 
this purpose? From the necessities of mankind 
under their then known circumstances, as has 
already been shown, it cannot justly be denied 
but that God must have given some kind of a 
revelation of himself and his will, with regard 
to religious worship and other necessary know- 
ledge, to Adam and the antediluyian patriarchs, 
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‘Their lives were lengthened out to a great age, 

perhaps to answer the important purposes of 
tradition among others. Tradition was the most 
natural, probable, and easy mode of conveying 
down necessary truths received from God, from 
generation to generation, before letters were 
known in the world. 

It is most likely, therefore, that by this means 
the few and simple religious principles necessary 
for man in the infancy of the world, with the 
attendant history of their creation, and the di- 
vine conduct afterwards towards them, were com-' 
municated from Adam to Abraham by the inter- 
vention of not more than two or three other 
persons; and about the same number might 
have extended it down to Moses. . 

Methuselah was. about 300 years old when 
Adam died, and therefore not unlikely to be 
possessed of all Adam’s knowledge of those 
great and interesting events that had been com- 
municated to him as the head of his race. 

Shem was almost 100 years old when Methu- 
selah died, and therefore might well have been 
informed by him, as he had been by Adam. 
Shem lived till Abraham was above 100 years 
old, who undoubtedly received from him the 
necessary instruction in every thing that related 
to the worship and knowledge of the one ever- 
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living and true God, and his dealings with the 
fathers since the creation, as Abraham was re- 
markable from his youth for a faithful atrach- 
ment to the service of God, in. opposition to 
every species of idolatry. 

Abraham lived till Jacob, the son of Isaac, 
was 16 years old, .and might have taught him 
the leading principles of religion. 

Jacob lived ull Levi was 67 years old, and 
undoubtedly gave him all the instruction he 
could. ; , 

Levi lived till Amram the father of Moses 
and Aaron was far advanced in age, and must 
have furnished him with every information in his 
power, 

It was a prominent feature in Abraham’s 
great character, that he would teach his chil- 
dren, and his children’s children after him, 
whatever he knew of the one true God. It was 
therefore to be expected, that not only his know- 
ledge in essential matters should be communi- 
cated, but that it should be religiously preserved 
in his family till the time of Moses ; so that he 
might have becn an inspired historian, and at 
the same time have had a general traditional 
knowledge of the principal truths of revelation 
from his ancestors. The people also for whom 
he wrote must have been_tolerably good judges, 
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by this means, of the truth of his account of 
early transactions, according to the tradition 
they had received, as well as of the evidences of 
his special divine mission. 

Whatever, therefore, befel the children of 
Israel, either by prophecies, miracles, or the 
extraordinary appointments of God, according 
to the revelations made in the law of Moses, 
has, besides its own proper and intrinsic evi- 
dence, the additional proof of all the miracles 
and prophecies of Moses; so that the proof of 
the divine authority of Moses’s books is, at the 
same time, a proof of all the other books of 
"Scripture, so far as they are in the matter and 
subject of them consequent to these, 

** The Pentateuch, therefore, and the other 
books of the Scriptures, reciprocally prove each 
other, like the cause and the effect; the, Pen- 
tateuch being the cause and foundation of them, 
and they are the effect and consequence of the 
Peniateuch, and the fulfilling the several pre- 
dictions mentioned therein.” —Vide Age of Re- 
velation. 

That we are daily witnesses of the fulfilment 
of some of the prophecies of Moses is beyond 
all doubt; the scattered situation of the Jews 
in this country, as well as in almost every other, 
being a most remarkable evidence of their truth, 
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— Vide Deuter. xxviii. 15. 25. 33. 37. 41. 43, 
44. 46. 59, 53. 58, 59, 60. 63. 

But the most wonderful circumstance is, hen 
notwithstanding they have been in this di- 
spersed, despised, and afflicted situation, they 
have yet subsisted for more than 1700 years 
a distinct people. What a standing miracle is 
here! Well may we add, with the author of 
The Insufficiency of the Light of Nature, 1s 
there any thing equal to it in the history of all 
the nations under the sun? ”—and, they will 
continue living monuments of the truth of the 
Scripture prophecies, till they have their full ac- 
complishment. 

In all the annals of history there is not a more 
remarkable passage than the prophecy of our 
Saviour concerning the miserable fall of Jerusa- 
tem, and the tragical catastrophe of his country, 
&c.$ and he who carefully reads this most di- 
stinguished propbecy of our Lord, and afterwards 
diligently compares it with the account which 
the Jewish historian hath left us of the siege and 
destruction of Jerusalem, would be disposed to 
believe that Josephus was a Christian ; and, as 
he was a spectator of these tragica) events, that 
he published a faithful historical commentary on 
our Lord’s prophecy, for the confirmation in all 
ages of the truth of the Christien religion. 
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The plain records in the Old Testament of a 
vafiety of facts, without any discuise, respecting 
the failings of exalted individuals, are proofs of 
a faithful adherence to the truth in the writers of 
them. The history of David is a memorable 
instance of this: as was also Moses himself, 
who relates the fatal consequences of his not 
giving glory to the Lord at Meribah. Abra- 
ham’s deviation from truth, when he pretended 
to Abimelech that Sarah was his sister, is also 
related ; which, with a multitude of other in- 
stances equally clear and connected, fully prove 
that there was no intention in the sacred histo- 
rians to palliate or deceive. 

The records which bear testimony to the oc- 
currences concerning Jesus Christ in the New 
Testament, are written in a style so simple, and 
yet convincing, that many wise men have ex- 
pressed their surprise that any could. doubt or 
disbelieve them. 

John Locke and Gilbert West have both ably 
written on this particular subjeet. 

The latter remarks thus: ‘¢ I cannot forbear 
taking notice of another mark of integrity which 
appears in all the compositions of the sacred 
writers, particularly the Evangelists; and that is, 
the unaffected, unornamental, and_unostenta- 
tious manner in which they deliver truths so 


118 


important and sublime, and facts so magnificent 
and wonderful, as are capable, one would think, 

of lighting up a flame of oratory even in the 
dullest and coldest breast. They speak of an 
angel descending from heaven to foretel the mi- 
raculous conception of Jesus; of another pro- 
claiming his birth, attended by a multitude of 
the heavenly host, praising God, and saying, 
‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good-will towards men;’ of his. star 
appearing in the east ; of angels ministering to 
him in the wilderness ; of his glory on the 
mount ; of a voice twice heard from heaven, 
‘ This is. my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased ;’ of innumerable miracles performed by 
him, and his disciples in his name; of his 
knowing the thoughts of men ; of his foretell- 
ing future events; of prodigies accompanying 
his crucifixion and death; of an angel descend- 
ing and opening his sepulchre, and frightening: 
away the soldiers who were set to guard it; of 
his rising from the dead, ascending into heaven, 
and pouring down according to promise the 
various and miraculous gifts of the Holy Spirit 
upon his apostles and disciples. All these 
amazing incidents do these inspired historians 
relate nakedly and plainly, without any of the 
colourings and heightenings of rhetoric, or so 
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much as a single note of admiration 3 without 
making any comment or remark upon them, or 
any conclusion in honour of their master or 
themselves, or to the advantage of the religion 
they preached in “his hame; but contenting 
themselyes with relating simple truths, whether 
it seems to make for or against them: without 
magnifying on the one hand, or palliating on the 
other, they leave the cause to the unbiassed 
judgement of mankind, seeking, like genuine 
apostles of the Lord of truth, to convince 
rather than persuade; and therefore coming, as 
Paul speaks of his preaching, « not with en- 
ticing words of man’s wisdom, but in the de- 
monstration of spirit and power.’” 1 Cor. ii, 4. 

To those who ask what need there was for a 
Saviour,—what advantage have we by Jesus 
Christ? John Locke replies, « It is enough to 
justify the fitness of any thing to be done, by 
resolving it into the wisdom of God who has 
done it, whereof our narrow understandings and 
short views may utterly incapacitate us to judge; 
and we shall take too much upon us if we shall 
call God’s wisdom or providence to account, 
and pertly condemn ‘for needless all that our 
weak ‘and, perhaps, biassed understandings can- 
not account for.’’ 


Sull speaking of Jesus Christ, he adds: 
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«* After bis resurrection he sent his apostles 
amongst the nations, accompanied with mi- 
racles, which were done in all parts so fre- 
quently, and before so many witnesses of all 
sorts, in broad daylighty that, as I have often 
observed, the enemies of Christianity have never 
dared to deny them; no, not Julian himself, 
who neither wanted skill nor power to inquire 
into the truth, nor would have. failed to have 
proclaimed and exposed it, if he could have de- 
tected any falsehood in the history of the Go- 
spel, or found the-least ground to question the 
matter of fact published by Christ and his apo- 
stles:—the number and evidence of the miracles 
done by our Saviour and his followers by the 
power and force of truth, bore down this mighty 
and accomplished emperor and all his parts in 
his own dominions. He durst not. deny so 
plain matter of fact; which being granted, the 
truth of our Saviour’s doctrine and mission un- 
avoidably follows, notwithstanding whatsoever 
artful suggestions his wit would invent, or ma- 
lice offer to the contrary.” 

Though there have been many attempts, as 
has been before observed, to introduce scepticism 
and infidelity, yet they were not productive of 
so much evil as was at first apprehended; the 
doctrines of Scripture having been most ably 
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defended by philosophers and men of sound 
judgement, capable of reasoning rightly on these 
important subjects. Among these may be no- 
ticed the aforementioned John Locke, the cele- 
brated Boyle, the great sir Isaac Newton, and 
the mild Addison ; men whose knowledge, dis- 
positions and upright manners were a guard 
against every charge of their. endeavouring to 
promote the delusions of priestcraft. Their 
lives were correspondent with their principles : 
they were men of strong abilities and of great 
liberality of mind; and few, if any, excceded 
them in these, or in their modest opinions re- 
specting their own attainments. 

Fenelon, archbishop of Cambray, a man uni- 
versally admired for his piety, virtue, and love to 
all mankind, observes, ** That the establishment 
of the Christian religion among men, is the 
greatest of all miracles. In spite of all the 
power of Rome; in spite of all the passions, 
interests and prejudices of so many nations, so 
many philosophers, so many different religions, 
—tyelve poor men, without art, without elo- 
quence, without power (natural), publish and 
spread their doctrine throughout the world; in 
spite of a persecution for three centuries, which 
seemed every moment ready to extinguish it; 
in spite of continued and innumerable martyr- 
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doms of persons of all conditions, sexes, and 
countries, the truth in the end triumphs over 
error, pursuant to the predictions both of the 
old and new law. Let any one show some 
other religion which has the same marks of a 
divine protection,—A powerful conqueror may 
establish by his arms the belief of a religion 
which flatters the sensuality of men; a wise 
legislator may gain himself attention and respect 
by the usefulness of his laws; a séct in credit, 
and supported by the civil power, may abuse the 
credulity of the people ;=all this is possible. But 
‘what could victorious, learned, and superstitious 
Nations see to induce them so readily to own 
Jesus Christ, who promised them nothing in 
this world but persecutions and sufferings ; who 
proposed to them the practice of a morality to 
which all darling passions must be sacrificed ? 
Is not the conversion of the world to such a re= 
ligion without miracles, a greater and more cre- 
dible one, than even the greatest of those which 
some refuse to believe?” 

But lest the testimonies even of these, who 
might be suspected of partiality to their own 
sentiments, should be objected to, the evidence 
of several authors originally heathens shall be 
produced, most of them. opposers of Chris- 
tianity. 
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Justin Martyr, wh6 before he embraced the 
Christian religion was a Platonic philosopher, 
and whose passion for truth was boundless; and 
who had carefully examined all the various opi- 
nions and principles of all the sects of philo- 
sophy,—upon a diligent investigation of the evi- 
dences and excellence of the Gospel, received 
the fullest conviction of its divine authority 5 
and in a flood of transport exclaimed, ‘ This 
have I found to be the only true and useful phi- 
Josophy !” 

He presented his first Apology to the emperor 
Antoninus Pius, and had the celebrated confe- 
rence with Trypho the Jew. He resided and 
made converts at. Rome, where he was engaged 
with philosophers, and in a particular manner 
with Crescens the Cynic, who could have easily 
detected, and who would not have failed to have 
exposed him, had he quoted a record not in 
being. He even challenged Crescens to dispute 
the cause of Christianity before the Roman 
senate; which he refused. Justin, in his Apo- 
logy for the Christians, speaking of the death 
and sufferings of Christ, refers the emperor to 
the acts of Pontius Pilate——He suffered mar- 
tyrdom in 164. 

Tacitus tells us that Pontius Pilate was go- 
vernor of Judea; that Jesus Christ was brought 
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to judgement before him, and by him con- 
demned and crucified.” The evidence-that was 
given of the irreproachable character of Jesus 
Christ by Pontius Pilate his judge, is of the ut- 
most importance; it is a testimony that is placed 
beyond the reach of all suspicion: for every 
circumstance proves, not only that it was far 
from being to ‘the interest of Pilate to acquit 
his prisoner, but that the accusers would not 
permit him to remain ignorant of any one sym- 
ptom of weakness, duplicity, or guilt which they 
could have produced from the whole course of 
his public life. And yet, when sitting on the 
tribunal, he took water, and publicly washed 
his hands before all the multitude, solemnly de- 
claring, ‘* I am innocent of the blood of this 
just person, see ye to it. 

In confirmation of the Scripturé account of 
Pilate’s favourable opinion, we have the follow- 
ing evidence from Tertullian, which is also at- 
tested by Eusebius: ‘* Lest that he should be | 
ignorant of any thing which was done, it came 
to pass, that Pilate made Tiberius the emperor 
privy to those things which concerned the re= 
surrection of our Saviour, and were published 
throughout Palestine ; adding thereto his mar- 
vellous -works; and that after his resurrection 
he was of many taken for a God. Tiberius, 
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then, in whose time the Christian name was 
spread abroad in the world, when this doctrine 
was signified tohim out of Palestine, ecommuni-= 
cated the same unto the senate, declaring withal, 
that this doctrine pleased him right well. The 
senate rejected it, and refused to deify Jesus, 
because they had not first allowed the same. 
But Tiberiug persevered in his opinion, threat- 
ening them with death that would accuse the 
Christians.”’—Euseb. lib.-ii. cap. 2." Tertul. in 
Apol. adv. Gentes, lib. xv. cap. 5. 

And it evidently appears from Josephus’s His- 
tory of the Jews, that Pilate from that time be- 
came their inveterate enemy, showing a disposi- 
tion at all times to harass and distress them. 
—Vide Joseph. Antig. lib. xviii. cap. 18. Apion. 
et Joseph. Bell. Jud. lib. ii. cap. 8. 

Before the coming of our Saviour there was a 
general expectation spread over all the Eastern 
nations, that out of Judea should arise a person 
who should be governor of the world ; and this 
is expressly affirmed by Suetonius and Tacitus, 

These authors, and Dion, mention that Au- 
gustus Caesar had ordered the whole empire to 
he censed or taxed, which brought our Saviour’s 
reputed parents into Bethlehem ;—that a great 
jight or new Star appeared in the east, which 
directed the wise men to Jesus Christ. 
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This is also recorded by Chalcidius the Pla- 
tonist, a pagan historian, who wrote soon after 
the coming of Christ :—his Commentary on Ti- 
meeus says: **. There is another more holy and 
More venerable history, which relates the ap- 
pearance of a-new star, not to foretel diseases 
and death, but the descent of a venerable God, 
who was to preserve mankind, and to show fa- 
vour to the affairs of mortals; which star the 
wise men Of Chaldea observing as they travelled 
i the night, and being very well skilled in view- 
ing the heavenly bodies, they are said to have 
sought after the new birth of this God; and 
having found that majesty in a child, they paid 
him worship, and made su¢h yows as were 
agreeable to so great a God.” 

Abul-Pharagius, an Arab writer, mentioned in 
the Historia Dynastarum, page 54, tells us, that 
** Zoroaster, the head of the Persian magians 
(or clergy), foretold to his magians the coming 
of Christ; and that at the time of his birth 
there should appear. a wonderful *star, which 
should shine by day as well as by night’; and 
therefore left it in command with them, that 
when that star should appear they should follow 


the directions of it, and zo to the place where 


he should be born, and there offer gifts, and 
pay their adoration to him: and that it was by 
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this command that the three wise men came out 
of the east to worship Christ in Bethlehem.” 

Herod king of Palestine, so often men- 
tioned in the Roman history, made a great 
slaughter of innocent children, being extremely 
jealous of bis successor. This character of 
him is given by several historians; and this 
eruel act is mentioned by Macrobius, a heathen 
author, who adds: ‘* When Augustus heard 
that Herod’s own son was killed among the in- 
fants under two years of age, by his father’s 
order, he said, ‘ It is better to be Herod’s hog 
than his son.’”’—Macrob. lib. i. cap. 4. 

It is also mentioned in Toledoth Jeshu: 
“ And the king (Herod) gave orders for the 
putting to death every infant in Betblehem ; and* 
the king’s messengers killed every infant accord~ 
ing to the royal order.” j 

Julian, who flourished about the middle of 
the fourth century, produces no counter evi- 
dence in refutation of the Gospel’ history. 
Though he mentions the names of all the four 
Evangelists, he never attempts to disprove the 
‘authenticity of their writings, or to deny the 
reality of our Saviour’s miracles. Jesus did 
nothing,” says he, ‘ worthy fame, unless any 
can imagine, that curing the lame and blind, 
aud exorcising damons. in the villages of Beth- 
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saida and Bethany, are some of the greatest 
works.” And the greatest works they certainly 
are; infinitely surpassing all human power and 
abilities. He acknowledges ‘* that Jesus had a 
sovereign power over impure spirits; that he 
walked on the surface of the deep, and expelled 
dzmons.” He represents Peter asa great magi- 
cian; adding, ‘* that many of his miracles are 
recorded, and that he did many wonderful 
works.??— Vide Cyrill. contra Julian. lib. vi. 
p. 213. Lipsia, 1696. Harwood’s Introd. to 
New Test. pe 57. 

That the power of working miracles and ef- 
fecting supernatural cures was enjoyed by Jesus 
Christ, the Jews never deny; but ridiculously 
attribute the possession of this secret to the 
right pronunciation of the ineffable name, which 
they say he clandestinely stole out of the temple, 
The story is in Toledoth Jeshu.—Vide Dr. 
Sharp’s First Argument, p. 33,34. 

Or they impute it to the magie art, which he 
learned in Egypt, and exercised with greater 
dexterity than any other impostor ever did.— 
Dr. Sharp’s First Argument, p 41, note. 

Porphyry and Hierocles,” both of them hea- 
thens, confess that many miraculous cures out 
of the ordinary course of nature were wrought 


by him. 
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~ Phlegon, in his Annals, attested that Jesus 
our Lord was a prophet, and foretold several 
things, which came to pass according to his 
predictions. This same PhJegon, who was also 
a heathen, and a freeman to Adrian the em- 
peror, records ; ‘* That at the time when Jesus 
Christ died, there was the most miraculous dark- 
ness that had ever been seen, insomuch that the 
stars were visible at noon-day; and that after- 
wards there was a great earthquake.” The same 
is also noticed by Dion, Thallus, Suetonius, and 
Tertullian, 

Pliny the younger, about seventy years after 
the death of Christ, gives this account of Chris- 
tianity: “ That Christ was worshipped as God 
among the Christians; that they would rather 
suffer death than blaspheme him ; that they re- 
ceived a sacrament, and by it entered into a vow 
of abstaining trom sin and wickedness.” 

A like honourable testimony Celsus gives of 
the Christians; and acknowledges that there 
were modest, temperate, and intelligent persons 
among them. The same celebrated deist men- 
tions the principal facts in the Gospel history, 
relative to the birth, life, doctrines, miracles, 
death, and resurrection of Christ; declaring he 
had copied the accounts from the writings of the 
Evangelists. He quotes these books, and makes 
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extracts from them, as being composed by the 
companions and disciples of Jesus, and under 
the names they now bear. He acknowledges 
the miracles which Jesus wrought, by which he 
engaged great multitudes to adhere to him as the 
Messiah. That they were really performed he 
never disputes: he attributes them to our Sa- 
‘viour’s profound skill in the magic art, which 
he learned in Egypt-whilst there with his pa- 
Tents, ‘* What testimony,” says Eusebius, 
** would you deem more valid and credible than 
the attestation of an enemy ?’—Vide Grotius de 
Feritate Christ. Relig, lib. ti. cap. 5. 

We learn from Porphyry, who objected to 
Christianity, that the devils were subject to 
them, (meaning the apostles;) adding, that 
since Jesus had begun to be worshipped, Auscu- 
lapius and the rest of the gods did no more con- 
verse with men. Vide Grotius de Ver. Christ. 
Rel. lib. ii. cap. 5. 

Celsus affirms the same thing in effect. 

Quadratus, an Athenian philosopher, famed 
for his learning and wisdom, who lived within 
sixty years of our Saviour’s crucifixion, after 
having shown that false miracles were generally 
wrought in obscurity, and before few or no wit- 
nesses,—speaking of those which were wrought 
by our Saviour, has the following passage : 
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*¢ But his works were always seen, because they 
were true; they were seen by those who were 
healed, and by those who: were raised from: 
the dead. Nay, these persons who were thus 
healed and raised, were seen not only at the 
time of their being healed and raised, but long 
afterwards : they were not- only seen all the 
while Jesus Christ was upon earth, but survived 
after his departure from this world. Nay, some 
of them were living in our days.”’—Ap. Eus.. 
H. E. lib. iv. cap. 3. 

Although a most important evidence in favour 
of Christianity arises from its overcoming every 
obstacle after the death of its divine author, by 
the exertions of simple and unlettered men; yet 
it is favourable to Christianity that many of the 
followers of Christ were also men of acknow- 
ledged importance for their wealth,.and for their’ 
known wisdom and learning: among whom we 
may reckon Joseph of Arimathea, who was of 
the Jewish sanhedrim ; Dionysius, a member of 
the Athenian areopagus ; and Flavius Clemens, 
who was not only a Roman senator, but at the 
time of his death consul of Rome. These were 
so thoroughly satisfied of the truth of the Chris- 
tian religion, that the first of them is said to 
have died a martyr to it; as did the second, ac- 

- cording to the report of Aristides, his fellow- 
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citizen and cotemporary ; and also the third, “as 
we are informed both by Christian and Roman 
authors. ' 

To these may be added Sergius Paulus, pro- 
consul of Cyprus; Erastus, treasurer of Co- 
rinth ; and even the emperor’s domestics. And 
in Judea the sacred historians inform us that 
great numbers of the most eminent and illus- 
trious of that nation believed Jesus to be a di- 
vine messenger, though: they did not choose 
publicly to avow their belief, 

Athenagoras, an Athenian philosopher, had 
entertained so unfavourable an opinion of the 
Christian religion, that he was determined to 
write against it; but upon a close examination 
into the facts on which it was supported, in the 
course of his collecting materials for his in- 
tended publication, he was* convinced by the 
blaze of evidence in its favour, and turned his 
designed invective into an elaborate apology.— 
Dr. Lardner’s Gospel History y, Vol. i. p. 401. 

Arnobius, a man of great learning and excel- 
lent judgement, who embraced Christianity in 
the reign of Diocletian, speaking of the amaz- 
ing rapidity with which the Christian religion 
spread its triumphs in the world, observes: 
«* That persons of the’ first abilities and learn- 
ing, orators, professors of the belles lettres, 
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rhetoricians, lawyers, physicians, who had pene- 
trated all the secret recesses of philosophy, | 
despising the principles in which they had once 
confided, took up their rest in the philosophy of 
Jesus.’’"—Vide Arnobius adversus Gentes, lib. il. 
p. 44. ed. 1651. 

Josephus gives this remarkable testimony : 
sé About this period there arose to notice one 
Jesus, a man of consummate wisdom, if indeed 
he may be deemed a man. He was eminently 
celebrated for his power of working miracles ; 
and those who were curious and desirous to 
Jearn the truth, flocked to him in abundance ; 
he was followed by an immense number of 
people, as well Jews as Gentiles: this was that 
Christ whom the princes and great men of our 
nation accused. He was delivered up to the 
cross by Pontius Pilate; notwithstanding which, 


those who originally adhered to him never for- 


sook him. On the third day after his cruci- 
fixion he was seen alive, agreeably to the pre- 
diction of several prophets ; he wrought a great 
number of marvellous acts; and there re- 


‘mains even to this day a sect of people who bear 


the name of Christians, who acknowledge this 


Christ for their head *,” 
ee 


* Many of the opposers of Christianity have pretended 
that the above is an interpolation in Josephus’s History of 
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Many of the ancient apologists were persons 
of learning, and well acquainted with the hea- 
then writers and the heathen philosophy. The 
account they give of themselves is, that they 
were brought up in the belief of that religion 
which was transmitted down to them by their an- 
cestors 5 that they had entertained the strongest 
prejudices in favour of Paganism, and the prin- 
eiples-on which this system was erected ; that 
being trained up in the schools of philosophy, 
and in early life imbued with the love of truth 
and inquiry; being habituated to this exercise, 
they had carefully canvassed and examined the 
nature, doctrine, and tendency of the Gospel ; 
and, upon such deliberate and impartial examina- 
tion, were firmly persuaded it was a divine reve- 
lation.— Justin Martyr, Apol, 2. p. 30, edit. 
1636. 

- Tatian, in his address to the Greeks, tells 
them, ‘* That he had travelled through many 
countries; had been an admirer of the Greek 
philosophy; had studied the arts and sciences, 
and lived in Rome; but that now he had bidden- 
an everlasting farewell to the ostentation of the 


the Jews; but I shall not out of compliment to dissatis- 
fied minds, to whom every proof of the divinity of Christ 
is unpleasant, omit the testimony of so valuable and re- 
spectable an author. 
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Romans, and to the frigid and visionary reveries 
of the Athenians, and embraced that form of 
philosophy they affected so much to despise.” — 
Tatian. Oratio ad Grecos, p. 123, edit. Ox. 1700. 
—Tat. p. 142, he says: * That he was first in- 
structed in the Pagan religion, but afterwards in 
that doctrine he now publicly professed *.” 
Enough has been said to convince the candid 
reader that the Scriptures are established on far 
greater authority than any other book of that 
time to which infidels and deists. give credit; 
that Moses and the prophets were men actually 
maintaining the characters imputed to them ; 
and that the account of their having worked 
miracles is worthy of credit; also that- the ac- 
count in the New Testament concerning Christ 
and his miracles is true, even the gainsayers 
acknowledging as much: these certainly prove 
Christ a divine teacher. That the Scriptures 
contain many things hard to be understood, can- 
not be denied :—there are also many things in 


'* These matters are treated of more copiously in the 
authors themselves. See also Addison’s Evidence of Chris- 
tian Religion. Harwood’s Introd. to the New Testament. 
Paley’s View of Christianity. Dr. Lardner, Dr. S. Clarke, 
&c.&c. Age of Revelation, by Elias Boudinot, LL.D. 
Philadelphia; &c. &c. 
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nature of which we cannot have the most distant 
comprehension. Comparing, then, spiritual 
things with natural, and the deficiency there is 
in the intellectual faculties of some of us, to- 
gether with the proneness there is, even where 
this deficiency exists, to enter into disputable 
points, it is a matter of no surprise that man 
should find himself at a toss to unravel the my- 
steries of the heavenly kingdom. 

The humble Christian is willing. to accept 
whatever degree of divine knowledge the Om- 
nipotent is pleased to favour him with, believing 
it is inconsistent with his state of dependence to 
be dissatisfied with that dispensation, against 
which, by all his own efforts, he can make no 
resistance; and perhaps, by being thus ignorant, 
he is exempted from those dangers to which 
those are exposed whose refined notions lead 
them to sufipose they are able to remove moun- 
tains. ** Where he can’t unriddle, he learns to 
trust ;”? whereas the infidel, tired with investiga- 
tion, and finding himself as ignorant of the 
truth as before he began, conceives all to be a 
deception: without considering that he has not 
a capacity in-his natural state * to receive the 
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolish- 
ness to him;” ** neither can he know them, 
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because they are spiritually discerned,” 1 Cor it. 
14,—he hastily concludes that these inspired 
teachers are mistaken. 

If the unbeliever should be so far tempted as 
to rejeet the Scriptures ‘altogether, because of 
some difficulties they contain,—which it is to be 
feared too many have done,—there is great reason 
to apprehend, without a breach of charity, that 
such an one may by argument and reasoning be 
brought to deny the being of God also, because 
of some difficulties which he cannot explain in 
the moral government of the world. 

“If the Scriptures be not of divine revela- 
tion, then there never can be a revelation that 
shall oblige us to believe it; since there can be 
no stronger evidence for that than for Scripture. 
He, therefore, that pretends not to believe Scrip- 
ture revelation for want of evidence, cannot be 
convinced of the truth of any. By the use of 
reason, and the sense we have of good and evil, 
we may learn obscurely what is acceptable. to 
God; but yet, without revelation, we can as 
Jittle know what is on our part necessary to- 
ward attaining that happiness, as we do what the 
condition of a future state is, and wheréin ihe 
happiness of it consists. And therefore, as far 
as certainty is preferable to hope, and knowledge 
to conjecture, so much is the comfort of revela- 
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becoming our heavenly Father, who gave us our 
being, to acquaint us with what may make us 
happy ; and this the Scripture revelation, opened 
to our minds by the spirit of truth, will fully 
accomplish.””—Vide Dr. Clarke on Revelation. 

We must suppose ‘Christianity to be either 
true, or at least credible: we cannot therefore 
but impute-the highest irreverence and the most 
presumptuous rashness to those who treat it as a 
light matter. It can never be justly esteemed of 
little consequence, til] it be proved to be false, 

‘Nor do I know,” says Bishop Butler, ‘ a 
higher and more important obligation which we 
are under, than that of examining most seriously 
into the evidence of it, supposing its credibility 5 
and of embracing it, upon supposition of its 
truth.”’— Bishop Butler’s Analogy. 

I shall conclude this Section by recommend- 
ing the following observation to the careful at- 
tcotion of youthful readers in particular: 

‘‘ When our taste for compositions of any 
sort, or our pursuits in life, are such a8 occasion 
us to contemn or neglect the holy Scriptures 
and the simplicity of the Gospel, it is a sad 
proof that the mind has begua to be perverted, 
and the way prepared for great depravity of 
heart. Whatsoever, therefore, tends to Jessen 
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our esteem for and perusal of those venerable 
and _ highly-interesting communications of the 
divine will, should be regarded with apprehen- 
sion, and avoided with the utmost solicitude.”’— 


L. Murray’s Power of Religion on the Mind. 


SECTION V. 
ON FAITH. 
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So much has been said in the preceding Sec- 
tions in allusion to this subject, as in a great 
measure to preclude the necessity of adding 
much here; suffice it to say, that the word itself 
implies trust and confidence as well as belief, 
It is necessary therefore to know how far we 
are possessed of this one great means of our 
salvation through Jesus Christ. We could 
bring mavy arguments from Scripture to prove 
that, according’ to the Christian system, “ with. 
ont faith it js impossible to please God ;”’ ¢¢ that 
faith is the. gift of God ;” * that man is justi- 
fied by faith in Jesus Christ, and not by the 
works of the Law sf? and that ‘* the just shall 
live by faith.” But we have professed not ta 


340 


rest all our proof from Scripture, though we 
mean not to lay it wholly aside, when we think 
it will answer our purpose, or couvey either n= 
struction or information to such of our readers 
as are willing-at least to consider this important 
subject. 

We shall. therefore endeavour to prove the 
reasonableness and necessity of such*a blessed 
medium as faitb, for the help, strength, and en- 
couragement of man in his pursuit after eternal 
happiness; for it would ill become a reasonable 
being even to suppose he was created to perish as 
the beasts of the field. 

It is no uncommon thing to hear persons of a 
sceptical disposition reprobate faith altogether, 
not only as unnecessary in this enlightened age, 
but as degrading to the rational character; and 
boldly assert that it is inconsistent to believe 
more than we can see, or are capable of ac- 
counting for, But such persons-have not taken 
in the full extent the difficulty such a want of 
faith would evidently produce. In the first place, 
let it be asked, Through what medium have 
they come to any certainty respecting the being 
of God? If itis answered, His outward works 
are a sure evidence of it; we would then ask, 
By what means did the supposition arise in their 
minds, that His outward works were any eriie- 
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tion to judge by ? for let the means be whatever 
they may, still it must be faith and belief which 
can convey to the human mind that God is the 
author of creation. ‘* For no man hath seen 
God at any time.” If indeed this evidence is 
doubted or rejected, it were well, as has been 
obseryed in another place, if such persons did 
not in time become downright atheists. 

As to pure Christianity, none can possess it 
without the necessary ingredient of faith. Faith 
in the Mediator’s and. Redeemer’s support and 
‘Jove is the: humble Christian’s only anchor in 
times of the greatest trials and difficulties; and 
it is in this exalted faith in the heavenly effect of 
divine union and communion with Christ, their 
rock and only refuge, that they.are looking for- 
ward towards an endless life and a glorious im+ 
mortality. 

The Christian is assured, when temptations 
arise, when dangers threaten, when enemies 
attack them from within’and without, so that 
their souls are hard beset, and they know not 
how to extricate themselves from their perilous 
situation, that there is none to whom they can 
flee with so much confidence as to their heavenly 
friend, to ask his counsel, and entreat his power- 
ful interposition in their behalf: He is ever ready 
and willing to come to their succour. Nothing 
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is wanting but faith on their part; and, ** ac~ 
cording to their faith, so shall it be done wnto 
them ;”—while those who give way to doubts, 
and a disbelief of this evidence of the Chris- 
tian’s hope, and of the joys of the world to 
come, may lull themselves into fatal security, 
which has only self-confidence for its support, 
and which, if persisted in, will never afford them 
one gleam of that exalted happiness the faithful 
Christian is frequently permitted to enjoy even 
in this state of being. em , 

But if it be necessary to be more explicit, we 
shall add, that ** Faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen :” 
that is to say, It is a full and assured trust and 
confidence in Christ, that the things hoped for 
will be finally obtained, and the things not seen 
will be fully manifested to our senses. It is 
such a trust and confidence as realizes the im- 
mediate possession of them to our minds; so 
that we regard not any pain or difficulty we 
meet with in the pursuit, resting upon an omni- 
potent God, by whose strength in us every ob- 
stacle will be gradually removed, and a complete 
‘victory at length obtained. Yet ‘* without me 
ye can do nothing,” says our blessed Redeemer. 
But ‘I can doall things through Christ strength- 
ening me,” says his experienced apostle. 
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From what has been said, it should appear 
that faith in Christ is the great means towards 
the restoration of man from that state of misery 
into which he has been plunged by the Japse of 
our first parents. 

The Scripture’account of the fall, as it is ge- 
nerally understood, is, that man was created in- 
nocent, in a state of blessedness, and in com- 
plete union with God his Creator. That he 
doubtless was a free agent; otherwise sin 
could not be imputed to him for his disobedi- 
ence. It was said in the charge God gave to 
Adam respecting the fruit of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, “* On the day that 
thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” This, 
however, does not appear to have an allusion to 
a natural death only, but to spiritual deformity, 
and a loss of that perfection and innocence, and 
that union with the Almighty, in which he was 
ereated. It is said, ** the man and his wife were 
both naked, and were not ashamed.” But as 
soon as they had disobeyed the divine command, 
** the eyes of them both were opened, and they 
kuew that dhey were naked.” Their fear at hear- 
ing the voice of the Lord, and their hiding 
themselves from his presence,. evidently shows 
there was a material difference in their know- 
ledge of good and eyil in their spiritual feel- 
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ings and state of happiness, before and after the 
fail. bye hs 
If we look at the Scripture relation of the fall 
with as much candour as we are capable of, the 
difficulties which appear to some would in all 
probability vanish. And, indeed, comparing the 
account of Moses with our own experience, 
there will result an extraordinary proof of the 
authenticity of the Scripture record. And if 
we still pursue the investigation, it will probably 
be found that all creation in its degree, except 
man, as observed in a former Section, is perfect. 
Adam having by disobedience fallen from that 
state of innocence in which he was created, 
necessarily became subject to those dispositions 
to which fallen nature is inclined. Adam could 
not communicate to his posterity what he did 
not possess: it is therefore no wonder that we 
feel and are subject to those evil propensities he 
felt, and to which all mankind are sensibly and 
distressingly prone; although not condemnable 
till we have positively transgressed, : 
Were there any doubt respecting our possess- 
ing these dispositions, there might be sore rea- 
son for disbelieving the Scripture account of the 
fallin man, But as our experience is an evident 
proof of it, it is the greatest wisdom to éndea- 
your to find out the means of restoration. The 
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Scriptures are clear in this respect ; and a faith 
and belief of them would help us forward with 
a giant’s stride, We should see thal, as every 
thing in nature is perfect but man, the coming 
of Jesus Christ in the character of Mediator and 
Redeemer, is to effect this glorious perfection 
in him also; in order that the divine harmony- 
may be complete, and man restored to that state 
of innocence and perfection it was the original 
design.of Omnipotence he should be placed in, , 

In speaking of perfection, we wish to be un- 
derstood as to the perfection of man. 

In n® part of the sacred records is angelic 
perfection once named, or any allusion thereto, 
in reference to man. ‘* Men are not angels, 
nor are angels gods.”? - We say thus much, be- 
cause some have, in a mistaken zeal for the cause 
of truth, endeavoured to exalt the nature of man 
beyond the limits intended, and thereby ren- 
dered that obscure, which is in itself clear and 
comprehensive. Our blessed Lord was clothed 
with humanity whilst on earth; he neither took 
on himself the appearance of an angel, nor did 
he amuse his disciples with the idea that, they 
were to be so transformed, His language was; 
i Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 
who is in heaven is perfect :” Matt. v.48. We 
may recollect he was speaking at that time of 
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those moral duties whereby our actions should 
evince we were imitating his perfections, in 
loving and doing good to others; so that this 
could have no reference at all to angelic per- 
fection. ; 

There are various parts of Scripture which 
prove the distinction between the spiritual rela- 
tion of men and angels, One instance perhaps 
may suffice, (Heb. xii. 22, 23, 24,) ** But ye are 
come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city of 
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, aud to 
an innumerable company of angels: to the 
general assembly and church of the first-born, 
which are written in heaven; and to God the 
judge of all, and to the spirits of justumen made 
perfect: and to Jesus the mediator of the new 
covenant.” See also Heb. ii. 16. 2 Pet. ii. 11, 
&e. &e. : 

The natural depravity of man is to be felt al- 
most at all times: injustice, revenge, anger, 
pride, cruelty, lust, covetousness, and a variety 
of passions, all proceeding from self-love, are 
frequently rearing their heads in the minds of us 
all; which is a-certain proof of their existence 
in fallen nature. And as even in very early 
youth some of these dispositions are to be ob- 
served, so we cannot but see that where proper 
pains are not taken to resist such dispositions, 
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they abundantly increase. Shame and a fear of 
consequences may indeed, in some degree, im- 
pede their progress; but human reason, so far 
from assisting to check, too often encourages 
them; and when it does not, it never can alto- 
gether eradicate a latent disposition to these 
evils; the grace of God, through faith, distinct 
from the power of man, being alone sufficient to 
heal this wound of nature. 

Sublime virtue is neither inherent in, nor can 
be acquired by, fallen man. God, who is per- 
fect goodness, can alone communicate this ema- 
nation of his divine nature; and this, and this 
only, when received and co-operated with, is 
the exaltation and perfection of man. 

There is doubtless a-‘consciousness, a some- 
thing, call it what we will, that discovers to 
every man the wretchedness of his nature. Can 
it then be inconsistent with the mercy and love 
of God that he should provide a remedy for this 
disease in man? And shall man, then, who thus 
feels and acknowledges himself fallen and weak, 
say to Omnipotence, “ What doest thou?” Yet 
should the pride of man contend that he is not 
fallen, we must leave those who think so to en- 
" joy their self-exaltation, and be ourselyes guided 
by our own experience. 

One great reason why mankind are ayerse to 
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the idea of Christian perfection is, that they 
scem perhaps, from prejudice or education, to 
have chalked out a way for themselves in oppo- . 
sition to the direct commands of Jesus Christ. 
And this may arise in minds who wish to think 
and act right, from the sense they have of the 
known depravity of human nature, without con- 
sidering ‘ that nothing that is unholy or un- 
clean can ever enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
Here, ‘then, is strong presumption, that if ever 
we are permitted to enter his glorious kingdom, 
the soul must be cleansed from all impurity im 
this life. And indeed, were we all to throw 
off the shackles of preconceived opinion, we 
should sce that **.to follow on towards perfec- 
tion” would be the strongest stimulus we could 
have, to use all our endeavours, to prove our- 
selves acceptable in the divine sight before we 
go hence, and are seen of men no more. 

Indeed it is strange, since so many centu- 
ries have elapsed, and so many myriads of 
persons have professed Christianity, that by 
this time its beauty and excellence should not 
be more fully acknowledged, and its sentiments 
more fully adopted by those who have had 
the superior advantage of studying the sacred 
eoanes: 

‘If we take the words of our nr as a 
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‘were really intended, we shall discover that the 
righteousness he enjoins, must exceed that of 
the Scribes and Pharisees, whose conduct was 
wholly governed by the outward law. And to 
show wherein the perfection of true holiness 
consisted, he first refers to the old legal dispen- 
sation ; and then points out that perfect system, 
which can only be accomplished by a lively faith, 
arid purity of heart, divested through his aid of 
those propensities to which, as earthly beings, 
we are naturally prone. The old Jaw says, 
« Thou shalt not kill.’ So far is Jesus Christ 
from: admitting an idea respecting murder, that 
he goes to the foundation of the human heart, 
by rooting up every thought that would excite : 
a disposition to murder, viz. anger, resentment, 
or revenge. ‘ If thou bring thy gift to the 
altar, and there rememberest that thy brother 
hath aught against thee, leave there thy gift be- 
fore the altar, and go thy way; first be recon- 
ciled to thy brother, and then offer thy gift.” 
As if he had said ;—Thy prayers and petitions 
will avail nothing until all anger and resentment 
is removed. 

Again : ** It hath been said, An eye for an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth; but I say unto you, Re- 
sist not evil; but whosoever shal] smite thee on 
the right cheek, turn to him the other also.” 


150 


No resentment, no revenge is admitted by him; 
all must be meckness and forbearance. 

And respecting adultery, the old law says: 
«© Thou shalt not commit adultery.” But to 
show wherein the purity of righteousness con- 
sists, he goes to the foundation of the evil; our 
Lord does not allow even the seed to be sown, 
or a germ to remain in the mind :—* But I say 
unto you, that whosoever looketh on a woman 
to lust after her, hath committed adultery with 
her already in his own heart.” ; 

And again, respecting oaths. That * of old 
time it hath been said, Perform unto God thine 
oaths ; but I say unto you, Swear not at all ; 
but let your communication be Yea, yea; Nay, 
nay: for whatsoever is more than these, cometh 
of evil,” &c.—showing that those who are his 
true followers were to be established in the per- 
fection of truth and righteousness: the law of 
Christ not allowing of any secret sins or of pub- 
lic vices, let the motive be whatever it may. 

Hence, what can be more plain than that the 
law of Christ is a law of faith, enjoining true 
perfection and holiness? where every thing 
which would lead to humility and purity of 
heart is enforced, in order that self-exaltation 
and pride may be entirely done away :—that 
every act we do may be viewed through the me- 
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dium of divine approbation, altogether distinct 
from self-will or self-love. 

The infidel or deist,—who pretends his human 
reason is his only guide,—to be consistent with 
himself ought not to make use of any part of 
the knowledge he attains, from the Scriptures ; 
because there must be as much reason to doubt 
the promises they contain, as any other part 
which stands in the way of his favourite system. 
For however the moral doctrines of Jesus Christ 
may be exalted, and his example recommended 
by a person of this description, yet will he 
never be found to promote or encourage, but 
often to deny, a belief in the Redeemer’s influ- 
ence. Faith being thus discarded, and man left 
to complete his salvation by his own works 
alone, to him there certainly can appear no ne- 
cessity for a Mediator or Saviour. 

If we would act according to right reason, we 
should endeavour that our judgement respecting 
faith and morality should correspond with the 
Scripture system. ‘The cause of vital Chris- 
tianity has been much injured by not fixing our 
attention here. Many, for instance, lay so 
great stress nominally on faith, that they neglect 
the very means by which our faith becomes ef- 
fectual: while, on the other hand, there are 
some who build so much on outward works,— 
which is all that man can pretend to,—that they 
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. do not pay due regard to faith ; and, by ranning 
into an opposite extreme, are in danger of fall- 
ing into a dependence on self-righteousness. 
“¢ God, I thank thee I am not as other men!” 
&c.* Luke xviii. 11. 

_ Addison says, ‘* A man cannot be perfect in 
his morality who does not support it with Chris- 
tian faith.” Tt is equally certain no article of 
_ Christian faith can oppose morality ; therefore 
the greatest friend to morality or natural reli- 
gion, cannot possibly apprehend any danger 
from embracing Christianity ; and, if he be sin- 
cere, must soon unite with those who profess its 
principles. 

It is notwithstanding acknowledged ‘most 
fully, that morality is indispensably necessary 
as an outward evidence of faith. At the same 
time, faith is the only means of making al 
morality effectual. 

Thus is faiih the ground-work of Chriétian 
salvation; though we are not required blindly to 


receive it in opposition to reason; for Jesus — 


Christ established it by bis miracles: © If I do 
not the works of my Father, believe me not.” 
And the evidence of bis miracles is so incontest- 
able, that whoso disbelieves them when he has 
had the privilege of cons sulting the Scriptures, 
one would think has a mind altogether =" 
of conviction, 
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SECTION VI. 
CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE THE RESULT OF FAITH. 
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Tr has been said by Polybius, “ that the greatest 
divinity which nature ever discovered to mortals 
is Truth; and she appears to be endowed with the 
greatest power. For notwithstanding all com- 
bine to overwhelm her, and every art and artifice 
are employed on the side of error to effect this - 
conquest, yet I know not how itis, that by her 
own native energy, through ail these difficulties 
she makes her way into the human mind ;” and, 
it may be added, would keep her empire in the - 
heart of man, were he willing to be governed by 
her dictates. 

Truth is that universal principle which would 
cement and unite the whole race of mankind. 
It is the one thing needful, that directs the soul 
in the emphatic language, ‘‘ This is the way, 
walk ye in it.” 

It is indeed the pearl of great price, which. 
can be purchased only by the sacrifice of the 
pride, ambition, self-will, and the corrupt con- 
ceptions of man. Were he unreservedly to obey 
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its discoveries, he would find ‘ it would teach 
as never man taught,”’ and lead into paths of un- 
interrupted peace. Such indeed is Christian ex- 
perience; which, as has been before said, makes 
a man at first appear a fool in his own eyes, and 
oftentimes in the eyes of others. This may 
arise from that disposition in our compound na- 
ture, which has a tendency to lead us to place too 
great a confidence in the opinions and judgement 
of men ;—a disposition which naturally sticks 
close to us for a considerable time after we have 
seen the beauty and excellence of this glorious 
dispensation. 

Many there are who remain here for a time as 
on a poise: they receive the Gospel message with 
gladness; are elated at the sweetness, comfort, 
and consolation it affords; take some steps to- 
wards a renunciation of all inferior enjoyments ; 
and, were they not observed by others, perhaps 
would still proceed: but there are. many ob- 
stacles in the way. 

The thoughts of becoming singular and abs- 
tracted from the world, and a latent spark of 
worldly prudence, which if given way to, ren- 
ders us averse from a dependence and total sur- 
render of all we possess, or are, unto him, to 
-whom a little reflection must convince us that all 
things really belong. As also that covetous de- 


135 

sire of retaining two kingdoms: but “ Ye can- 
not serve God and mammon.” By which word 
_ mammon is not meant outward riches alone, but 
also the love and friendships of the world; the 
esteem of men; and a cowardly fear of offending 
them. Ambition and a love of fame, under 
various glosses and colourings, all come equally 
under this denomination. A powerful adver- 
sary takes the advantage of those who thus 
stand wavering, and who unwisely prefer worldly 
gratifications, under whatever form they may ap- 
pear, to those durable riches, which would even 
cause them to enjoy the blessings of this life 
in a more eminent degree, than they can do 
when oppressed with the evidence in themselves, 
that they have preferred the esteem of men to 
the love of God. Should this continue to be 
the case, the light which these have been fa- 
youred with gradually becomes darkness, and 
error necessarily follows; and. thus many of 
those who were intended to have filled exalted 
stations in the church and family of Christ, may 
be compared to him “ that received the seed 
with joy; but, falling into a stony heart, for 
want of soil it could not take deep root; so that 
though they believe for a while, yet in time of 
temptation and trial they fall away.” 

There are also some who. have proceeded 
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much further in the Christian race; nay, who 
have many times been permitted to put out to 
sea, and there to surmount all dangers and diffi- 
culties, and have as often returned home richly 
laden. Such has been their experience whilst 
they depended on their Master as pilot of the 
vessel; but from self-will and self-confidence, 
losing sight of his guidance, they have been 
tempted to believe they were capable of taking 
the management into their own hands. Thus, 
though they apprehended both wind and tide 
were favourable, and thought nothing could ob- 
struct, yet, too late, they have found that not 
only adverse currénts were continually impeding 
their progress, but also that shoals and hidden 
rocks rendered their poor bark in er of total 
destruction. 

Happy, truly happy, is it for that soul, which, 
having seen its error, is willing, under so humi- 
liating a dispensation, to rest in quiet submission 
to that divine power, who is full of mercy and 
Jong-suffering, and who hears:the cries of con- 
trition and abasement. Ce) 

As has been observed; the way to come at the 
right use of reason in spiritual matters is by re- 
velation. All may possess it if they make use 
of the right means. It is a talent given to every 
one, which he has it in his power to employ ac- 


157 


eeptably. Reason upon these principles will ever 
act right, because ‘it has truth for its foundation, 
and it cannot speak any other language than 
truth. 

Reason stands between the broad and narrow 
way}; is subject both to the light of nature and 
the light of Christ. If revelation points to the 
strait gate and narrow way, and the will gives up 
all the restraints of nature, reason is then illu- 
minated, and thus becomes the handmaid of re- 
velation. Reason is consequently not the light, 
but that only which receives the light; as it is” 
said, ** The spirit of a man is the candle of the 
Lord.” No other can light it; and without 
him it is darkness itself. 

If men’s will and inclination do not suffer 
him to strive to enter in at the strait gate and 
narrow way, be has none to blame but himself: 
he had the talent; and under all the excuses he 
may plead, human reason will always be found 
to have been the leading agent to prevent, not 
enlightened reason. 

Thus, then, the saperior glory, excellence, © 
and perfection of man consist in his unity with 
his Creator; in that principle of divine life which 
real virtue ‘and true humility draw down from 
the Father of light, life, and love; by the mind 
being introduced into the state of a little child; 
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‘¢ Thy will be done” becoming its only desire 
on earth as in heaven. 

Those who thus receive the revelation of the 
holy Jesus, and set about a Christian life in 
earnest, will very early find their own weak- 
ness; that though they believe this childlike 
state to be the only means of attaining to true 
knowledge in divine things, they will also know 
that they cannot proceed in the Christian war- 
fare without a better help than their own; of 
which, above all things, they are now desirous. 
This desire is not like the hankering-after the 
perishing enjoyments of this world, or a depen- 
dence on their own judgement to obtain ease 5 
the love of Ged being the alone-impelling mo- 
tive to every act. Here, trials, afflictions, deep 
probations, and even those temptations which 
present themselves as truly distressing to the 
pious mind, are received without repining; al- 
though sensible of its own insufficiency to sup-~ 
port itself under them by its own efforts or 
strength. And though it receives earthly favours 
with thankfulness, yet itis under a degree of fear 
and trembling ; being fully persuaded there is at 
least equal necessity for caution and watchfulness 
in the full tide of prosperity, as in seasons of 
the keenest adversity. 

Becoming more and more sensible of its own 
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weakness; being gradually emptied of every 
selfish propensity or dependence on any thing 
earthly, it cries for a Saviour ; and is continu- 
ally Jed to pray in deep humiliation for his grace 
to assist. The poor panting child will always 
find this grace to help him in the needful time, 
and will feel Christ’s promises in Scripture ful- 
filled in him: ‘ Old things will now begin to 
be done away; behold all things will become 
new, and all things of God.” His faith and 
experience has by this time taught him, that the 
highest enjoyment he can possess is the love of 
God; and that to retain it, all things here below 
must be subservient. 

Thus, daily and hourly experiencing, that of 
himself he can do nothing rightly for the glory 
of God; he is reconciled to become a man of 
sorrows, and to be acquainted with grief, if it 
be the will of his heavenly Father; he finds 
that his trials and sufferings here, are to him a 
sure evidence of the truth of Christ’s declara- 
tions : ‘* In this world ye shall have tribulation, 
but in me peace ;” and “ that the servant is not 
greater than his Lord.” 

Acquiescing in this wise dispensation, not by 
voluntary acts or works of supererogation, he 
submits in humble confidence to the cross of 
Christ, mercifully intended to do away in him 
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the filth and corruption of human nature, ‘* the 
dross, and the tin, and the reprobate silver 5”? in 
order that he may be made a temple of holi- 
ness for the Lord of life and glory to dwell in. 
And he is more fully confirmed in these dispo- 
sitions by the continued flow of peace, joy, and 
love, which he feels as a refreshing stream in the 
midst of trouble. 

How circumspect now are all his proceedings ! 
Outward reasonings respecting spiritual things 
are henceforth discarded. A holy solemn silence 
prevails ; gentle aspirations are felt to arise, that 
nothing carnal may interrupt that union and 
communion which alone can give divine life to 
the sonl. 

If, then, the outward records of Scripture 
have fully proved themselves to be true, by the 
accomplishment of various prophecies, more 
especially respecting the coming of Christ, how 
much more is the Christian now confirmed in 
his faith and belief of Scripture revelation ! his 
own experience evidencing it to be the very 
truth. Against a rock like this ‘¢ the gates of 
hell will never be able to prevail.” > 

When a firm faith is thus fixed in Christ, im- 
plicit obedience is an act of the highest reason. 

If a child thus dedicated obey the divine pa- 
rent’s restraint, which he cannot all at once com- 
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prebend, he humbly trusts in the parent’s know- 
ledge and love, throwing all his care on him 
who cannot err. 

Such, then, is. Christian experience: of which 
if all mankind would make a just and impartial 
estimate, the jarrings and contentions respecting 
particular interests and opinions would be at an 
end. No one would dare to make use of so- 
phistry and declamation with the professed in- 
tention to overturn this exalted system, by which 
man must invariably * bring glory to God in 
the highest,” as well as secure to himself soul- 
enriching peace whilst in this state of being ; 
and at the end of the race,—eyerlasting joy and 
felicity. 


PART THE SECOND. 


TEXTS OF SCRIPTURE, 


ARRANGED UNDER DIFFERENT HEADS, 
TO PROVE THE DISPENSATION 
OF JESUS CHRIST., 


PROPHETIC DECLARATIONS 
CONCERNING THE COMING OF CIiRIST: 
FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT. 


—_——— 


Tur seed of the woman sliall bruise the ser- 
pent’s head. Gen. iil. 15. 

And in thee shall all the families of the earth 
be blessed. xii. 3.— See also Gen. xviii. 183 
XXil. 183; XXVIe4; XXvViil. 14. 

The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor 
a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh 
come; and unto him shall the gathering of the 
people be; binding his foal unto the vine, and 
his ass’s colt unto the choice vine. xlix. 10.— 
See also Zech. ix. 9. Matt. xxi. 5.. John xii. 
15. 

Christ is promised. Deut. xviii. 15. 18, 19. 

For I know that my Redeemer, liveth, and 
that he shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth. Job xix. 25. 

The kingdom of Christ promised :—the prophet 
foretells the opposition it will meet with :—an in- 
vitation to an acceptance of it. Ps. ii. 

A type of Christ’s sufferings :—They pierced 
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my hands and my feet: they parted my gar- 
_Ments; and cast lots upon my vesture. Ps, xxii. 

A type of Judas. xli. 9.—See John xiii. 18. 

The: excellency, majesty, and perfection of 
Christ’s kingdom ; its benefits. xlyv. 

They gave me also gall for my meat, and in 
my thirst they: gave me vinegar to drink. Ixix. 
21.—See Matt. xxvii. 48. Mark xv. 36. Luke 
xxi. 36. John xix. 29. 

Christ’s kingdom promised :—his office as a 
Saviour to the poor and needy. I xxii. 

In reference to Judas.—Let his days be few, 
and let another take his office. cix.—See Acts 
1-20. 

Christ’s kingdom exalted.—His priesthood : 
his power: and in the day thereof, his people a 
willing people. cx. 

The stone which the builders refused is be- 
come the head stone of the corner. cxvill. 22. 

The whole of this book has a reference to 
Christ and his church, Canticles. 

Christ promised,—His kingdom shall be esta- 
blished. Isaiah 11. 

As a sanctuary in the day of trouble. iv. 

Miraculous conception of Christ foretold. vii. 

Joy in affliction, as divine light. His cha- 
racter:—For unto us a Child is born, unto us a 
Son is given: and the government shall be upon 
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his shoulder; and his name shall be called Won- 
derful, Counsellor, the mighty God, the ever- 
lasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the in- 
crease of his government and peace there shall 
be no end, &c. The zeal of the Lord of Hosts 
will perform this. Isaiah ix. 

His peaceable kingdom. _ Israel’s restoration. 
Salvation to the Gentiles. xi. xii. 

Christ’s kingdom established. xvi. 

His kingdom prefigured. xxii. 

A crown to the Gentiles ; a foundation-stone 
and precious corner-stone; a sure foundation. 
XXVill. 

In the midst of affliction he shall be our 
peace. xxx. 

Blessings at his coming ;—desolation to suc- 
ceed ;—in the end restoration. xxxii. 

The joys of bis kingdom ;—the weak and the 
faint invited and encouraged to accept the privi- 
leges of the Gospel of Salvation. xxxv. 

The promulgation of the Gospel through John 
the Baptist, the forerunner ;—the blessed cha- 
racter of Jesus Christ, as a shepherd and feeder 
of his people ;—comfort, strength, and power 
given to the faint through him, their Saviour. xl. 

Promised to the Gentiles ;—his peaceable of- 
fice, and promises of salvation. _xlii, 

The Church comforted by the promises of the 
blessings of Christ. xliii, 
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Encouraged not to fear ;—redemption pro- 
mised through Christ. Isaiah xliv. 

To give liberty to the captives as Mediator, 
Saviour, and Redeemer. xlv. 

Christ complains of the Jews, to whom he 
was sent ;—shall be a light to the Gentiles ;— 
restoration and deliverance from captivity. xlix. 

As a Saviour to sinners, his office as com- 
forter, his example of forbearance and non-re- 
sistance produces confidence and strength ; not 
to depend on our own strength, but to rely on 
him as a Saviour and Redeemer. 1. 

To trust in his promises of righteous salva- 
tion ;—by his own power he is the defence of 
his people from the fear of man. » lt. 

The beauty and comfort there is in celing 
those who faithfully follow him ;—exhortation 
to aim at the perfection of holiness. His king- 
dom shall be exalted. li. ] 

Who hath believed our report? and to whom 
is the arm of the Lord revealed? For he shall 
grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a 
root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor 
comeliness ; and when we shall see him, there. 
is no beauty that we should desire him. He is 
_despised and rejected of men; a man of. sor- 
rows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as 
it were our faces from him ; he was ere: 
and we esteemed him not. 
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Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our 
sorrows ; yet we did’esteem him stricken, smit- 
ten of God, and afflicted.. But he was wounded 
for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities : the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. 
All we like shcep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way ; and the Lord 
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was 
oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened 
not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is 
dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. He was 
taken from prison and from judgement: and 
who shall declare his generation ? for he was cut 
off out of the land of the living: for the trans- 
gression of my people was he stricken. And he 
mae his grave with the wicked, and with the 
rich in his death ; because he hath done no vio- 
lence, neither was any deceit in his mouth. 
Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath 
put him to grief: when thou shalt make his 
soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he 
shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the 
Lord shall prosper in his hand. He shail see 
the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by 
his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify 
many ; for he shall bear their iniquities. There- 
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fore will I divide him a portion with the great, 
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong; 
because he bath poured out his soul unto death : 
and he was numbered with the transgressors ; 
and he bare the sin of many, and made interces- 
sion for the transgressors. Isaiah liii. 

The comfort, safety, certain deliverance out 
of affliction, and sure preservation to all who 
depend wholly on him. _ liv. 

Exhorteth to faith and repentance ;—through 
him, those who believe shall be victorious. lv. 

Promise of redemption to the Gentiles through 
him. lvi. 

As a Saviour and Redeemer. _lix. 

Glory and blessing of his light to the Gen- 
tiles. Ix. 

His office, beauty, and excellence. Ixi. 

Salvation through him. Ixil. 

Victory over his enemies ;—He bringeth sal- 
vation ;—a partaker and sure comforter in our 
affictions, xiii. 

The abundant mercy of God in calling the 
Gentiles ;—his peaceable kingdom ;—those who 
seek and depend on him shall be saved. Ixv. 

The people promised faithful shepherds ;— 
Christ shall rule as King and Saviour of his 
people jhe shall execute justice and. judgement 
in the earth. Jer, xxiii. 


173 


The restoration of Israel ;—prophetic declara~ 
tion of Herod’s cruelty ;——-Christ is promised ; 
—his dispensation and office. Jer. xxxi. 

The return of the Jews promised, and Christ’s 
kingdom ;—salvation through him ;—he shall 
be King and High-Priest, xxxii. 

The promises and blessings of Christ’s king~ 
dom. Ezek. xxxvi, xxxvil. 

. His prophetic declaration concerning the Mes- 
siah ;—his coming and death for the sins of 
_ mankind, and to introduce everlasting righteous- 
ness. Daniel ix. 

Type of Christ’s death and burial, Jonah i. 

The glory and peace of Christ’s kingdom. 
Micah iv. 

The birth of Christ, and peace of his king- 
dom. v. 

The restoration of Israel through Christ. 
Zeph. iii. 

The latter dispensation superior to the former, 
Hag. ii. 

Christ promised to the Gentiles. Zech. ii. 

The restoration of the Church through Christ 
the branch. iii. 

The temple and kingdom of Christ foretold. vi. 

Zion is exhorted to rejoice for the coming of 
Christ and his peaceable kingdom ; as follows : 

12 


172 


<* Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion 5 shout, 
O daughter of Jerusalem: Behold, thy King 
cometh unto thee : he is just, and having salva- 
tion ; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a 
colt the foal of an ass.——(Sce also Matt. xxi. 5. 
John xii. 15.)—He shall speak peace to the 
heathen ; and his dominion shall be even from 
sea to sea, and from the riyer even to the ends 
of the earth. And the Lord their God shall 
save them in that day as the flock of his people: 
for they shall be as the stones of a crown, lifted 
up as an ensign upon his land. For how 
great is his goodness, how great is his beauty ! 
Zech, ix. 

Christ promised ;—is rejected of the Jews;— 
sold for thirty pieces of silver, and the money 
laid out in the purchase of the potter’s field. xi. 
—See also Matt. xxvi. 153 xXxvil. 3. 

Christ promised ;—the blessings of his king- 
dom_and his death foretold. xii. xiii. xiv. 

John the Baptist promised as the messenger of 
Jesus Christ; whose charaeter, office, majesty, 
power, and grace, is described. Mal. iii, 


MIRACULOUS CONCEPTION. 


Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a 
sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a 
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son, and shall call his name Immanuel (which 
is, God with us). Before the child shall know to 
refuse the evil and choose the good, the land 
that thou abhorrest shall be forsaken of both her 
kings :—or, (as Lowth has it,) the land shall be- 
come desolate, by whose two kings thou art di- 
stressed. Isaiah vii. 14. 16. compared with 
Matt. i. 23. Luke. 31. 


DECLARATION OF GABRIEL. 


In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent 
from God unto a city of Galilee named Naza- 
reth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David; and the vir- 
gin’s name was Mary. And the angel came in 
unto her, and said; Hail, thou that art highly 
favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou 
among women, And when she saw him she was 
troubled at his saying, ard cast in her mind what 
manner of salutation this should be. And the 
angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou 
hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou 
shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a 
son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He shall he 
great, and shall be called The Son of the Highest, 
&c. Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall 
this be, seeing I know not aman? And the an- 
gel answered, The Holy Ghost shall come upon 
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thee, and the power of the Highest shall over- 
shadow thee; therefore that holy thing which 
shall be born of thee shall be called The Son of 
God, &c. for with God nothing shall be impos- 
sible. Luke i. 26 to 37. 


ELIZABETH’s SALUTATION. 


And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost, 
And she spake with a loud voice, Blessed art thou 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb. And whence is this to me, that the 
mother of my Lord should come to me? ‘For lo, 
as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in 
mine ears, the child feaped in my womb for joy. 
And blessed is she that believed: for there shall 
be a performance of those things which were 
told her from the Lord. Luke i. 41 to 45, 


THE BIRTH OF CHRIST, 


Now the birth of Christ was in this wise: 
When as his mother Mary was espoused to Jo- 
seph, before they came together, she was found 
of child of the Holy Ghost. Then Joseph her 
husband, being a just man, and not willing to 

.make her a public example, was minded to put 
her away privily. But while he thonght on these 
things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared 
unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son 
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of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy 
wife; for that which is conceived in her is of 
the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a 
son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he 
shall save his people from their sins. Now all 
this was done, that it might be fulfilled which 
was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, 
(vide Isaiah vii. 14.)—Then Joseph being raised 
from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had 
bidden him, and took unto him his wife: and 
knew her not till she had brought forth her 
first-born son: and he called his name Jesus. 
Matt. i. 18 to 25. Vide Luke ii. 4 to 7. 


HIS BIRTH RELATED TO THE SHEPHERDS. 


And Joseph went up from Galilee unto the 
city of David, which is called Bethlehem, &c. 
And so it was, that while they were there, the 
days were accomplished that she should be de- 
livered. And she brought forth her first-born son, 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no 
room for them inthe inn. And there were in the 
same country shepherds abiding in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. And 
lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone round about them ; 
and they were sore afraid. And the angel said 
unto them, Fear not; for I bring you good 
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tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of Da- 
vid a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord: Aud 
this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lyimg in a 
manger. And suddenly there was with the angel 
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, 
and saying, ** Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good-will towards men.” 
And it came to pass, as the angels were gone 
away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 
one to another, Let us now go even unto Beth- 
lehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, 
which the Lord hath made known unto us. 
And they made haste, and found Mary and Jo- 
seph, and the babe lying in the manger. And 
when they had scen it, they made known abroad - 
the saying which was told them concerning this 
ebild. But Mary kept all these things, and pon- 
dered them in her heart. And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things they had heard and seen, as it was told 

untothem. Luke il. 4 to 20. 


¢ 


THE WISE MEN. 


Then Herod, when he had privily called the 
wise men, inquired of them diligently what time 
the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethle- 
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hem, &c. When they had heard the king, they 
departed ; and, lo, the star which they saw in the 
east went before them, till it came and stood 
over where the young child was. When they 
saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great 
joy. And when they were come into the house, 
they saw the young child with Mary his mother, 
and fell down and worshipped him, &c. Matt, it. 
7 toll. 
SIMEON’S TESTIMONY. 

And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem 
whose name was Simeon; and the same man 
was just and devout, waiting for the consolation 
of Israel; and the Holy Ghost was upon him. 
And it was revealed unto him by the Holy 
Ghost, that he should not see death before he 
had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came by 
the Spirit into the temple: and when the pa- 
rents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
after the custom of the Law; then took he him 
up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, 
*¢ Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace, according to thy word, for mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared be- 
fore the face of all people; a light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.” 
And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those 
things which were spoken of him. And Simeon 
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blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, 
Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising 
again of many in Israel; and for a sign whiclY 
shall be spoken against ; (yea, a sword shall 
pierce through thy own soul also,) that the 
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. 
Luke ii. 25 to 35. 


ANNA’S TESTIMONY. 


And there was one Anna a prophetess. She 
was of great age, and had lived with an husband 
seven years from her virginity: and she was a 
widow of about fourscore and four years, which 
departed not from the temple, but served God 
with fastings and prayers night and day. And she 
coming in at that instant, gave thanks likewise 
unto the Lord, and spake of him to all that 
looked for redemption in Jerusalem. Luke ii. 
36 to 38. 


ZACHARIAS’ TESTIMONY. 


Blessed be the Lord God of Israel ; for he 
hath visited and redeemed his people, and hath 
raised up an horn of salvation for us in the 
house of his servant David; as he spake by the 
mouth of his holy prophets, which have been 
since the world began; that we should be saved 
- from our enemies, and from the hand of all that 
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hate us; to perform the mercy promised to our 
fathers, and to remember his holy covenant, the 
eath which he sware to our father Abraham, 
(Gen. xii. 3; xxii. 16, 17, 18.) That he would 
grant unto us, that we being delivered out of the 
hand of our enemies might serve him without 
fear, in holiness and righteousness all the days of 


our life, &c. Luke i. 68 to 75. 


JOHN’S TESTIMONY CONCERNING HIM. 


John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, 
This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh 
after me is preferred before me, for he was be- 
fore me. And of his fulness have all we re- 
ceived, and grace for grace. For the law was 
given by Moses, but grace and truth came by. 
Jesus Christ. No man hath seen God at any 
time; the only-begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 
John i. 15 to 18. 

And they asked him, and said unto him, Why 
baptizest thou then, if thou be not that Christ, 
nor Elias, neither that prophet ? John answered 
them, saying, | baptize with water: but there 
standeth one among you, whom ye know not; 
He it is who, coming after me, is preferred be- 
fore me, whose shoe’s latchet I am not worthy 
to unloose, John i. 25 to 27; he shall baptize 
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you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: Matt. 
lil. 1), / 

The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto 
him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sins of the world, (Isa. hii. 7 ;) 
this is he of whom I said, After me cometh a 
man which is preferred before me; for he was 
before me. And I knew him not: but that he 
should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am 
I come baptizing with water. And he that sent 
me to baptize with water, the same said unto 
me, Upon whom thou shali see the Spirit de- 
scending and remaining on him, the same is he — 
which, baptizeth with the Holy Ghost, (John i. 
29 to 33,) and with fire: whose fan is in his 
hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, 
and gather his wheat into the garner; but he 
will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. 
Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto 
John, to be baptized of him. But John forbad 
him, saying, I have need to be baptized of thee, 
and comest thou to me? And Jesus answering, 
said unto him, Suffer it to be so now; for thus 
it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness. Then 
he suffered him, And Jesus, when he was bap- 
tized, went up straightway out of the water, and, 
Jo, the heavens were cpened unto him, and te 
saw the Spirit-ef God descending like a dove, 


"181 
and lighting upon him. And, lo, a voice from 
heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, im 
whom I am well pleased.—Vide Matt. iii. 14 
to 17. Marki.7 toll. Luke iil. 16 to 29. 


PROPHETIC DECLARATIONS OF HIS DIVINITY. 


Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a 
sign, Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a 
Son, and shal! call his name Immanuel, (which 
is, God with us.) Is. vii. 14.—See Luke 1. 37. 

For unto us a chiid is born, unto us a son is 

given: and the government shall be upon his 
- shoulder; and his name shall be called Wonder- 
ful, Counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace. Isaiah ix. 6.—See 
also xliv. 6; liv. 5. 

The voice of him that crieth in the wilder- 
ness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Isaiah xl. 3. 

Behold, the Lord God will come with a strong 
hand, and his arm shall rule for him: his reward 
is with him, and his work before him. He 
shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall 
gather the Jambs with his arm, and carry them 
in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that 
are with young. Isaiah xl. 10, 11. , 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I 
will raise unto David a righteous branch, and a 
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king shall reign and prosper, and shall execute 
justice and judgement in the earth. In his days 
Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell 
safely: and this is his name, whereby he shall 
be called, The Lord our Righteousness. Jerem. 
xxill. 5, 6.—See also xxxiii. 15, 16. Zech. iii. 
8; vi. 12, 13. 


HIS OWN TESTIMONY CONCERNING HIS DIYVI- 
NITY. 


But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh 
bitherto, and I work. Therefore the Jews 
sought the more to kill him, because he had 
not only broken the sabbath, but said also that 
God was his Father, making himself equat with 
God. Then answered Jesus, The Son can do. 
nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Fa- 
ther do: for whatsoever things he doeth, these 
also doeth the Son likewise. For as the Father 
 raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even 
so the Son quickeneth whom he will. For the 
Father judgeth no man ; but hath committed all 
- judgement to the Son: that all men should ho- 
nour the Son even as they honour the Father. 
He that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not 
the Father. John v. 17, 18, 19; 215 22, 23. 

T and my Father are one. John x. 30. 

If I do not the works of my Father, believe 
me not. But if I do, though ye believe not 
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me, believe the works: that ye’may know and 
believe that the Father is in me, and I in him. 
John x. 37, 38. 

He that seeth me, seeth him that sent me. 
John xii. 45. 

If ye had known me, ye should have known 
my Father also: and from henceforth ye know 
him, and have seen him. Philip saith unto 
him, Lord, show us the Father, and it suf- 
ficeth us. Jesus saith unto bim, Have I been 
so long’ time with you, and yet hast thou not 
known me, Philip? He that hath seen me 
hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, 
Show us the Father? Believest thou not that [ 
am in the Father, and the Father in me?  Be- 
lieve me I am in the Father, and the Father in 

me. John xiv. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. 
~ If a man love me he will keep my words ; 
and my Father will love him, and we will come 
unto bim, and make our abode with him. John 
xiv, 23.—He shall glorify me: for he shall re- 
ceive of mine, and shall show it unto you. All 
things that the Father hath are mine: therefore 
said I, That he shall take of mine, and shall 
show it unto you. John xvi. 14, 15. 

And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; 
and I am glorified in them. Holy Father, keep 
through thine own name those whom thou hast 
given me, that they may be one, as we are. 
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That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art 
in me, and J in thee; that they also may be one 
in us; that. the world may believe that thou 
hast sent me. And the glory which thou 
gavest me I have given them; that they may 
be one, even as we are one. John xvii. 10, 11; 
21, 22. 


TESTIMONY OF THE APOSTLES CONCERNING 
HIS DIVINITY. 


In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
John i. 1.—And the Word was made flesh, and 
dwelt among us: and we beheld his glory, the 
glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full 
of grace and truth. John i. 14, 

And Thomas answered and said unto him, 
My Lord, and my God. John xx. 28. 

Let this mind be in you, which was alse in 
Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God : 
wherefore God also hath exalted him, and given 
him a name which is above every name: that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and 
that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
Phil. ii. 5,65 9, 10, 11. 

Who is the image of the invisible God, the 
first-born of every creature: for by him were 
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all things created that are in heaven and that are 
in earth, visible and invisible. Col. 1. 15, 16. 

For in him dwe}leth all the fulness of the God- 
head bodily. Col. u. 9. 

And without controversy, great is the mystery 
of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, 
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached 
unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, re- 
ceived up into glory. 1 Tim, iii. 16. 

Who being the brightness of his glory, and 
the express image of his person, and upholding 
all things by the word of his power, when he 
had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the 
right hand of the Majesty on high ; being made 
so much better than the angels, as he hath by 
inheritance obtained a more excellent name than 
they. Of the angels he saith, ‘* Who maketh 
his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of 
fire.’ But unto the Son he saith, “ Thy throne, 
O God, is for ever and ever ; a sceptre of righ- 
teousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom,” Heb. 
i. 3,4; 7,8. . 

Hereby perceive we the love of God, because 
he laid down his life for us. 1 John iii. 16. - 

Therefore let all the house of Israel know as- 
suredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, 
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. 
Acts ii. 36. 
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But if our Gospel be hid, it is hid to them 
that are lost: in whom the God of this world 
hath. blinded the minds of them which believe 
not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of 
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine 
upon them. 2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 

Looking for that blessed hope, and the bass 
ous appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Titus ii. 13. 

And we know that the Son of God is come, 
and hath given us an understanding, that we may 
know him that is true; and we are in him that 
is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is 
the true God, and eternal life. 1 John y. 20. 


REPRESENTED AS CREATOR OF THE WORLD 5-——= 
HIS POWER UNLIMITED, 


The Lord possessed mein the beginning of 
his way, before his works of old. I was set up 
from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the 
earth was. When he prepared the heavens, I 
was there: when he set a compass on the face 
of the deep, &c. then I was with him, as one 
brought up with him: and I was daily his de- 
light, rejoicing always before him. Prov. viii. 
22, 23 3 27 3 30. 

But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou 
be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out 
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of.thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be 
ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from 
old, from everlasting. Micah v. 2. Matt. ii. 6. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
The same was in the beginning with God. All 
things were made by him; and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. He was in 
the world, and the world was made by him, and 
the world knew him not, Johni. 1, 2, 3; 10. 

And Jesus came and spake unto them, say- 
ing, All power is given unto me in heaven and 
in earth. Matt. xxvii. 18. 

And no man hath ascended into heaven, but he 
that came down from heaveri, even the Son of 
Man, which is in heaven. He that cometh from 
above is above all. For he whom God hath sent 
speaketh the words of God: for he giveth not 
the Spirit by measure unto him, John iii, 135 
313 34. 

The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all 
things into his hand. 35. 

What and if ye shall see the Son of Man 
ascend up where he was before? Jobn vi, 62. 

Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day ; 
he saw it, and was glad. Verily, verily, I say 
unto you, Before Abraham was, | am. John viii. 
56; 58. ¥ 
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Jesus knowing that the Father had given all 
things into his hands, and that he was come 
from God, and went to God. Jobn xiii. 3. 

He shall glorify me; for he shall receive of 
mine, and shail show it unto you. All things 
that the Father bath are mine. John xvi. 14, 15. 
And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine 
own self, with the glory which I had with thee 
before the world was. Father, Iwill that they 
also whom thou hast given me be with me 
where I am, that they may behold my glory 
which thou hast given me; for thou Jovedst me 
before the foundation of the world. John xvii. 
55 24. 

But to us there is but one God, the Father, of 
whom are all things, and we in him; and one 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and 
we by him. Howbeit there is not in every man 
that knowledge. 1 Cor. viii. 6, 7. 

To make all men see what is the fellowship of 
the mystery which from the beginning of the 
world hath been hid in God, who hath created 
all things through Jesus Christ: to the intent 
that now unto the principalities and powers in 
heavenly places might be known by the Church, 
the manifold wisdom of God, according to the 
eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ Je- 
sus our Lord. Ephes., iil. 9, 10, 11. 
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Who is the image of the invisible God, the 
first-born of every creature: for by him were 
all things created that are in heaven, and that are 
in the earth, visible and invisible: all things 
were created by him, and for him. And he is 
before all things; and by him all things consist. 
And heis the head of the body, the Church; who 
is the beginning, the first-born from the dead ; 
that in all things he might have the pre-emi- 
nence. For it pleased the Father that in him 
should all fulness dwell. Col. 1. 15 to 19. 

God hath in these last days spoken unto us by 
his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all 
things; by whom also he made the worlds. 
And thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the 
foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the 
works of thy hands ;—upholding all things by 
the word of his power. Heb. i. 2, 3; 10.—See 
Psalm cii. 25. 

For this man was counted worthy of more 
glory than Moses, inasmuch as he who hath 
builded the house hath more honour than the 
house: for every house is builded by some man ; 
but he that built all things is God :—but Christ 
as a Son over his own house, whose house are 
we. Heb. iii. 3,4; 6. 
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AN OBJECT OF WORSHIP AND ADORATION. — 


Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever ; the 
sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre: thou 
lovest righteousness, and hatest iniquity ; there- 
fore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the 
oil of gladness above thy fellows. Hearken, O 
daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear ; 
forget also thine own people, and thy father’s 
house; so shall the king greatly desire thy 
beauty: for he is thy Lord; and worship thou 
him. Psalm xlv. 6, 73 10, 12. 

In bis days shall the righteous flourish ; and 
abundance of peace so long as the moon en- 
dureth. He shall have dominion also from sea to 
sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth. 
Yea, all kings shall fall down before him; all 
nations shall serve him. Psalm Ixxii. 7, 8; 
Ds 

Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer of Israel, 
and his Holy One; To him whom man de- 
spiseth, to him whom the nation abhorreth, 
kings shall see and arise, princes also shall wor- 
ship, because of the Lord. that is faithful, and 
the Holy One of Israel, and he shall choose 
thee. Behold, I will lift up my band to the Gen- 
tiles, and set up my standard to the people. 
And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and 
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their queens thy nursing mothers: they shall 
bow down to thee with their face toward the 
earth, and lick up the dust of thy feet. Is. xlix. 
73 22, 23. 

Now, when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea, in the days of Herod the king, behold, 
there came wise men from the east to Jerusa- 
lem, saying, Where is he that is born King of 
the Jews? for we have seen his star in the 
east, and are come to worship him. Matt. ii. 
1, 2. 

And Herod sent them to Bethlehem, and said, 
Go, and search diligently for the young child; 
aud, when ye have found him, bring me word 
again, that I may come and worship him also. 
When they saw the star, they rejoiced with ex- 
ceeding great joy. And when they were come 
into the house, they saw the young child with 
Mary his mother, and fell down and worshipped 
him: and when they had opened their treasures, 
they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frank- 
incense, and myrrh. Matt. ii. 8; 10, 11. 

And, behold, there came a leper and wor- 
shipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou 
canst make meclean. Matt. viii. 2—While he 
spake these things, there came a certain ruler, 
and worshipped him, saying, My daughter is 
even now dead; but come and Jay thy hand 
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wpon her, and she shall live. Matt. ix. 18.— 
See Mark v. 22. Luke vill. 41. 

And when Peter was come down out of the 
ship, he walked on the water to go to Jesus. But 
when he saw the wind boisterous he was afratd ; 
and, beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord, 
save me. And when they were come into the 
ship, the wid ceased. Then they that were in 
the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a 
truth thou art the Son of God. Matt. xiv. 29, 
30; 32,33. , 

And, behold, a woman of Canaan came and 
cried unto him, saying, Have mercy on me, O 
Lord, thou son of David; my daughter is griev- 
ously vexed with a devil. Then came she, and 
worshipped him, saying, Lord, — me. Matt. 
XV. 225 25. 

And they departed quickly from the shreabeliivy 
with fear and great joy ; and did run to bring his 
disciples word. And as they went to tell his 
disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All 
hail! And they came and held him by the feet, 
and worshipped him. Matt. xxviii. 8, 9. 

And when he was come out of the ship, im- 
mediately there met him out of the tombs a man 
with av unclean spirit; and always, night and 
day, he was in the mountains and in the tombs, 
crying, and cutting himself with stones. But 
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when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran and wore 
shipped him. Mark v. 2; 5, 6. 

And he led them out as far as:to Bethany: and 
he lifted up his hands and blessed them. And 
it came to pass while he blessed them, he was 
parted from them, and carried up into heaven ; 
and they worshipped him, and returned to Jeru- 
salem with great joy. Luke xxiv. 52. 

The Father judgeth no man, but hath com- 
mitted all judgement unto the Son: that all men 
should honour the Son, even as they honour the 
Father. He that honoureth not the Son ho- 
noureth not the Father which hath sent him. 
John v. 22, 23. 

Jesus heard that they bad cast him out: and 
when he had found him, he said unto him, Dost 
thou believe on the Son of God? He answered 
and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe 
on him? And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast 
both seen him, and it is he that talketh with 
thee. And he said, Lord, I believe. And he 
worshipped him. John ix. 35 to 38. 

And whatsoever, ye shall ask in my name, 
that will I do, that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son. John xiv, 13. 

And I will pray the Fathers and he shall give 
you another Comforter, even the Spirit of Truth, 
whom the world. cannot receiye, because it 
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seeth him not, neither knoweth hime John xiv. 
16, 17. 

Wherefore God hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is above every name : 
That at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in the 
earth ; and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. Phil. ii. 9 to 11. 

And when he bringeth the first-begotten into 
the world, he saith, “ And let all the angels of, 
God worship him.”’ Heb. i. 6. 

And he came and took the book out of the 
right hand of him that sat upon the throne : 
and when he had taken the book, the four beasts 
and four-and-twenty elders fell down before the 
Lamb, having every one of them harps, and 
golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers 
of the saints. Rev. v. 7, 8 


AS MEDIATOR AND ADVOCATE WITH THE FA- 
THER ;—HIGH-PRIEST AND HELPER OF HI$ 
PEOPLE. 

Therefore will I divide him a portion with the 
great, and he. shail divide the spoil with the 
strong; because he hath poured out his soul 
unto death: and he was numbered with the 
transgressors ; and he bare the sin of many, and 
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made intercession for the trangressors. Isa. lili. 
1g. 

And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, 
I thank thee that thou hast heard me: and I 
knew that thou hearest me always: but because 
of the people which stand by I said it, that they 
may believe that thou hast sent me. John xi. 
41, 42. 

And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that 
wil I do, that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son. John xiv. 13. 

I have manifested thy name unto the men 
which thou gavest me out of the world: thine 
they were, and thou gavest them me; and they 
have kept thy word. I pray for them: I pray 
not for the world, but for them which thou hast 
given me; for they are thine. And all mine are 
thine, and thine are mine: and I am glorified in 
them. John xvii. 63 9, 10. 

Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that 
died, yea, that is rather risen again; who is 
even at the right hand of God; who also 
maketh intercession for us. Who, then, shall se- 
parate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribu- 
lation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, ot 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? Nay, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors, through 
him that loyed us. Rom. viii. 34, 35; 37. 
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For there is one God, and_one mediator be- 
tween God and men; the man Christ Jesus, 
who gave himself a ransom for all, 1 Tim. ii. 
5, 6. 

That he might be a merciful and faithful 
high-priest in things pertaining to God ; to make 
reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in 
that he himself hath suffered, being tempted ; 
he is able to succour them:that are tempted. 
Heb. il. 17, 18. 

Seeing, then, that we have a great high-priest 
that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our profession. For we 
have not an high-priest which cannot be touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities ; let us there- 
fore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
the time of need. Heb. iv. 14 to 16. 

So also Christ glorified not himself to be 
made an high-priest; but he that said’ unto 
him, “* Thou art iny Son, to-day have IT be- 
gotten thee;” and again, ‘* Thou art a priest 
for ever, after the order of Melchisedeck.” Heb. 
v. 5. 

Though he were a son, yet learned he ebedi- 
ence by the things which he. suffered. And, 
being made perfect, he became the author of 
eternal salvation unto all them that obey him ; 
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of whom we have many things to say, and hard 
to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing. 
Heb. v. 6; 8, 9; 11. 

This man, because he continueth ever, hath 
an unchangeable priesthood ; wherefore he is 
able also to save them to the uttermost that 
come unto God by him, seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them. Heb. vii. 24, 23. 

Christ being come an high-priest of good 
things to come, by a greater and more perfect 
tabernacle, not made with hands; neither by the 
blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood ; 
he entered in once into the holy place, having 
obtained eternal redemption for us. For if the 
blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an 
heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the 
purifying of the flesh ; how much more shall 
the blood of Christ, who, through the eternal 
Spirit, offered himself without spot to God, 
purge your conscience from dead works to serve 
the living God ?—For this cause he is the Medi- 
ator of the New Testament; that by the means 
of death, for the redemption of the transgres- 
sions that were tinder the first testament, they’ 
which are called might receive the promise of 
ewernal inheritance. Heb. ix. 1! to 15. 

For Christ is not entered into the holy places’ 
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made with hands, which are the figures of the 
true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the 
_ presence of God for us, Heb. ix. 24. 

And if any man sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; And he 
is the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours 
only, but also for the sins of the whole world. 
1 John ii, 1, 2. ; 


AS A SAVIOUR AND REDEEMER ;—PROPHETIC 
DECLARATIONS. 


Zion shall: he redeemed with judgement, and 
= her converts with righteousness. Isa. i. 27. 

And it shall be for a sign and for a witness 
‘unto the Lord of Hosts in the land of Egypt, 
for they shall cry unto the Lord because of the 
oppressors ; and he shall send them a Saviour, 
and a great one, and he shall deliver them, 
XIX. 20% 

And he said, It is a light thing that thou 
shouldst be my servant, to raise up the tribes 
of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel ; 
I will also give thee as a light to the Gentiles, 
that thou mayest be my salvation to the ends of 
the earth. xlix. 6. . 

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried 
our sorrows ; yet we did esteem him stricken, 
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smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was- 
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him, and with his stripes we are 
healed. All we like sheep have gone astray ; 
we have turned every one to his own way, and 
the Lord hath Jain on him the iniquity of us all. 
For he was cut off out ofithe land of the living ; 
for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 
He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall 
be satisfied. By his knowledge shall my righteous 
servant justify many ; for he shall bear their ini« 
guities. Isa. lil. 4, 5, 6; 85 11. 

And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and 
unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, 
saith the Lord. ix. 20. 

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, be- 
cause the Lord hath anointed me topreach good 
tidings unto the meek ; he hath sent me to bind. 
up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captive, and the opening of the prison to them 
that are bound. To proclaim the acceptable year 
of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our 
God: to comfort all that mourn. To appoint 
unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto 
them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourn- 
ing, the garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness, that they might be called trees of 
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righteousness ; the planting of the Lord, that 
he might be glorified. Isa. Ixi. 1, 2, 3. 
Behold, the Lord hath proclaimed unto the 
end of the world, Say ye to the daughter ‘of 
Zion, Behold thy salvation cometh; behold his 
reward is with him, and his work before him. 
‘And they shall call them the holy people, the 
redeemed of the Lord: and thou shalt be called, 
Sought out, a city not forsaken. Ixii, 41, 12. 
Who is. this that cometh from Edom with 
dyed garments from Bozrah? this that is glo- 
rious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness 
of his strength. I that speak in righteousness, 
mighty to save. For the day of vengeance is in 
mine heart, and the year of my redeemed is 
come. I looked, and there was none to help; 
and I wondered that there was none to uphold: 
therefore mine own arm brought salvation unto 
me, and my fury it upheld me. 1 will mention 
the Joving kindnesses of the Lord, and the 
praises of the Lord, according to all that the 
Lord hath bestowed on us, aud the great good - 
ness towards the house of Isracl, which he hath 
bestowed on them according to his mercies, and 
according to the multitude of bis loving-kind- 
nesses. For he said, Surely they are my people, 
children that will not Jie; so he was their Sa- 
viour. In all their affliction he was afflicted, 
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his love and in his pity he redeemed them; and ~ 
he bare them, and carried them all the days of 
old. ‘Isa. Ixiit. 1; 4, 53 7, 8,9 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, 
O daughter of Jerusalem ; behold: thy king 
cometh unto thee; he is just, and haying salva- 
tion, lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon 4a 
colt, the foal of an ass. Zech. ix. 9: 

Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that T 
will raise unto David a righteous branch, and a 
king shall reign and prosper, and shall execute 
judgement and justice in the earth. In his days 
Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell 
safely ; and’ this-is his name, whereby he shall 
be called, The Lord our Righteousness. Jerem. 
Xxiii. 5, G:—See also xxxiii, 15, 16. Zech. iii 
83 vis F2,.13:. 


THE FULFILMENT OF THE PROPHECIES. 


And she shal} bring forth a son, and thou 
shalt call his name Jésus ; for he shall save his 
people from their sins.. Matt.i. 21.. 

And Zacharias was- filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and prophesied, saying, Blessed be the 
Lord God of Israel,. for he bath visited and re+ 
deemed his people, and hath raised up an horn 
of salyation for us in the house of his servant 
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David. As he spake by the month of his holy 
prophets, which have been since the world be- 
gan, That we should be saved from our enemies,. 
and from the hand of all that hate us, Luke i. 
67 to 71.. . 

For unto you is-born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.. 
Luke ii, 11. 

And it was revealed unto him by the Holy 
Ghost, that he should not see death before he: 
had.seen the Lord’s Christ. 26. 

And he took him up in his arms, and blessed 
God, and said, Lord, now lettest thou thy ser- 
vant depart in peace according to thy word, for: 
mine eyes have seen thy salvation; a light to 
enlighten the Gentiles, and. the glory of thy 
people Israel.: 28; 29, 30; 32. 

And Jesus said-unto him, This day is salvas 
tion come to this house, for. the Son of -Man is.- 
come to save that which'was-lost. Luke xix. 9, 
10.—See Matt. xviii. 11. 

The next day John seeth Jesus coming unte- 
him, and saith, Behold the Lamb: of God, which’. 
taketh away the sin of the world. Jobn i. 29. 

For God so loved the world, that he gave his- 
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should.not perish, but have everlasting life. 
For God sent not his Son into. the world.to:. 
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eondemn the world, but that the world through 
him might be saved. John ili. 16, 17,—See- 
xii. 47. 

Now wevbelieve, not because of thy. sayings, 
for we have heard him ourselves, and know that 
this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour. of the: 
world. iv. 42. 

I am the living bread which came.down froma: 
heaven; if any man eat of this bread he shall: 
live for ever. vi, 51. 

I am the door ; by me,.if any man enter in: 
he shall be saved; and:shall go .in.and out, and: 
find pasture, x. 9. 

Jesus saith unto her, I am the resurrection: 
and the life; he that believeth in me, though: 
he were dgad, yet shall he live; and whosoever> 
liveth and believeth in.me.shall never die.  xi.. 
25, 26. 

Caiaphas said unto them, Ye know nothing 
at all; nor-consider that it is expedient for us: 
that one man should die for the people, and that. 
the whole nation perish not.. And not for that: 
nation-only, but that he should gather together: 
in one the children of God. that were scattered) 
abroad. ix. 49, 50; 52. 

Greater love hath no man than this, that a: 
man lay down his life for his friends. - xv. 13. — 

But these. are written, that ye might believe: 
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that Jesus is the Christ, the Son’ of God; and 
that, believing; ye might have life Pewee his 
name. John:xx. 31. 

This is the stone which was set at nought of 
you builders, which is become the head of the 
corner ; neither is there salvation in any other ; 
for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved. Acts-iv. 
1; 18. 

The God of our fathers raised up Jésus, whonr 
ye slew, and hanged on a trees Him hath’ God. 
exalted with his right hand-to be a prince and a 
Saviour, to give repentance to-Israel, and forgive- 
ness of sins. v3 05 31. 

And: he commanded us to preach unto the: 
people, ard to testify that it is he whiah was or= 
dained of God to: be the judge of quick’ and 
dead. To him give all the prophets witness, 
that, through his‘name, whosoever believeth in. 
him shall receive remission of sins. x. 42, 43. 

T have found-David, the son of Jésse, a main’ 
after mine: own: heart; who: shall fulfill vall my- 
will. Of this man’s seed hath God, according: 
to his promise, raised“unto-Israel °a Saviour;: 
Jesus. xill. 22; 23. J 
' Be it khown- unto-you, therefore, méen-and 
brethren, that through’ this man is preached: 
into-you the forgiveness of sing. 38. * 
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But we believe that through the grace of the 
ord Jesus Christ we shall be saved, even as 
they. Acts xv. 11. 

O wretched man that I am, who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death? I thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Rom. vit. 
24, 25. 

But when the fulness of time was come, God 
sent forth his Son made of a woman, made 
under the Liaw, to redeem them that were under: 
the Law, that we might receive the-adoption of 
sons. Gal. iv. 4, 5. 

But of-him-are ye*in Christ Jesus, who -of. 
God is made unto us wisdom and righteousness, 
and sanctification and. redemption.. 1 Cor, is 
30. 

Tt whom-we-have redemption through his: 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the, 
riches of ‘his grace. Ephes. i. 7.. 

For the husband is the head-of the wife, even. 
as Christ is the head of the Church: and. he-.is- 
the Saviour of the body. v. 23: 

-For our conversation: is in. heaven, from. 
whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord. 
Jesus Christ. Phil. itis 208 

In whom. we-have redemption: through his - 
blood, even the forgiveness of sins, Col. 1. 14-. 

This is a faithful saying, and worthy ofall. 
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acceptation, That Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, of. whom I am chief, 
1 Tim. i. 15. 

Who hath saved us, and called us with an 
holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to his-own purpose and grace, which: 
was given us in Christ Jesus before the world: 
began, but is now made manifest bythe appear- 
ing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abo- 
lished death, and ‘hath brought life and immor- 
tality to light through the Gospel, 2 Tim. i. 
9, 10. 

Grace,. mercy, and peace: from God the Fa- 
ther, and the Lord.Jesus Ghrist. our Savioure. 
Tit. 1.4. 

For the grace of God, that bringeth salvation,. 
hath appeared unto all men. Teaching us that, . 
denying ungodliness and worldly-Justs, we sheuld . 
live soberly, righteously and godly in this pre- 
sent world ; looking for that blessed hope, and | 
the glorious appearing of the great God, and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us- 
that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and: 
purify unto himself a-peculiar people, zealous of 
good works. i. 11] to 14: 

But after that the kindness and love of God 
our Saviour toward man appeared, not by works. 
of righteousness which we haye done, but: ac-- 
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cording to his mercy he saved us, by the wash- 
ing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy 
Ghost, which he shed on us abundantly through: 
Jesus Christ our Saviour, Tit. iil. 4, 5, 6. 

And being made perfect,. he became the au-- 
thor of eternal salyation unto all them that obey 
him. Heb. vy. 9. 

Wherefore he, is able to save them to the-ute 
termost that come unto God by him, seeing he: 
ever liveth to make intercession for them... vii. 
25. f 

Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but: 
by his. own blood: he entered in once. into the. 
holy place, having obtained eternal. redemption 
for us. And for this cause, he is the.mediator - 
of the new. testament; that by means of 
. death, for the redemption of the transgressions . 
that were under the first testament, they which: 
are called might receive the promise of eternal: 
inberitance.. ix. 123.15. 

For Christ is not entered into the holy. sieoust 
made with hands, which are the figures of the 
true; but-into heaven itself, now to appear in: 
the presence of God for us. So Christ was once - 
offered to bear the sins of many ; and unto.them | 
that look for him shall he: appear the. second: 
time without sin unto salvation. ix. 243 28. 


Brethren, give diligence to make your calling: 
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and election sure; for if ye do these things ye 
shall never fall. For so an entrance shall be 
ministered unto you abundantly, into the ever- 
Jasting kingdom of ‘our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. 2 Pet. i..10,; 11. 
And we have seen: and do testify, that the 
Father sent the Son to be the Sayiour of the 
world, 1 John iv. 14, 


A SACRIFICE—-HE DIED ‘FOR US,. 


He was taken from prison and from judge- 
ment. And who shall-declare his generation ? 
for he was cut off out of the land of the living; 
for the transgression of my- people was he 
stricken. And he made his grave with the 
wicked, and with the rich in his death, because 
he had done no violence ; neither was any deceit 
imhis mouth. Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise 
him; he hath put him to grief: when thou 
shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shalt 
see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the 
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper -inhis hand. 
He shall see of the. travail of his soul, and be 
satisfied; by his knowledge shall my righteous 
servant justify many; and: he shall: bear their 
iniquities. Therefore will I divide him a por- 
tion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil 
with the strong ; because he hath poured out his- 
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soul unto death, and he was numbered with the 
transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and 
made intercession for the transgressors. Isa, liit. 
8 to 12. 

Even as the Son of Man came not to be mi- 
nistered unto, but to minister, and to give his 
life a ransom for many. Matt. xx. 28. 

And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and 
gave unto them, saying, Drink ye all of it: for 
this is my blood of the new testament, which 
is shed for many for the remission of sins. xxvt. 
27, 28. 

Then he said unto them, O fools, and slow of 
heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 
Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, 
and to enter into his glory? And beginning at 
Moses and all the prophets, he expounded. unto 
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning 
himself. Luke xxiv. 25, 26. 

Iam the good Shepherd: the good Shepherd 
giveth his life for the sheep. As the Father 
knoweth me, even so know TI the Father, and I 
Jay down my life for the sheep. Therefore doth 
my Father love me because | Jay down my hfe, 
that | might take it again. No man taketh it 
from me; but I lay it down of myself. I have 
power to lay it down, and I have power to take 
itagain, John x. 113 335 155 17, 18. 
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For when ave were yet without strength, in 
due time Christ died for the ungodly. Bat God 
commendeth his love towards us, in that while 
we were yet sinners Christ died for us, much 
more than being now justified by his blood we 
shall be saved from wrath through him. For if, 
when we were cnemies, we were reconciled to 
God by the death of his Son ; much more being 
reconciled we shall be saved by his life. And 
not only so, but we also joy in God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now re- 
ceived the atonement. Rom. vii. 5,63; 8 to 11. 

Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation, 
through faith in his blood, to declare his right> 
eousness, for the remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God. iii. 25. 

He that spared not his own Son, but deliver- 
ed him up for us all, how. shall he not with him. 
also freely give us all things ?_ viii. 32. 

Purge out, therefore, the old leaven, that ye- 
may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For 
even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us. 
1 Cor. v.7. 

And through thy knowledge shall the weak 
brother perish, for whom Christ died? — viii. 11. 

For I delivered unto you first of all that which 
Talso received, how that Christ died for our sins, 
according to the Scriptures. xv.3.. , 
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And all things are of God, who hath recon- 
eiled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath 
given to us the ministry of reconciliation; to 
wit, that God was in Christ reconciling the 
- wWerld untohimself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them. 2 Cor.v. 18, 19. 

Grace be to you, and peace from God the Fa- 
ther, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself for our sins, that he might deliver us 
from this present evil world, according to the 
will of God and our Father. Gal. i. 3, 4. 

But now in Christ Jesus, ye who were some- 
times afar off are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ. Ephes. ii. 13. 

And (having made peace through the blood 
of the cross) by him to reconcile all things unto. 
himself ; by him, I say, whether they be things 
in earth or things in heaven, And you that were 
sometimes. alienated, and enemies in your mind 
by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled in 
the body of his flesh through death, to present 
you holy and unblameable, and unreprovable in 
his sight. Col. i. 20 to 22. 

For there is one God, and one mediator be- 
tween God and man, the man Christ Jesus; who. 
gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in 
due time, 1 Tim, ii. 5, 6. 

For we see Jesus, who was made a little lower 
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than the aogels, for the suffering of death 
crowned witb glory and honour; that he by the 
grace of God should taste death for every man. 
For it became him, for whom are all things, and 
by whom are all things, in bringing many 86ns 
to glory, to make the captain of their salvation 
perfect through suffering. Heb. ii. 9, 10. 

For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and 
the ashes of an heifer, sprinkling the unclean, 
sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh, how 
much more shall the blood of Christ, who, 
through the eternal Spirit, offered himself with- 
out spot to God, purge your conscience from 
dead works, to serve the living God? ix, 13, 
14, 

And as it is appointed unto men once to die, 
but after this the judgement; so Christ was once 
offered to bear the sins of many, and unto them 
that look for him shall he appear the second 
time witbout sin unto salvation. 27, 28. 

Then said he, Lo, Tcome to do thy will, O 
God: he taketh away the first that he may esta- 
blish the second, By the which will we are 
sanctified through the offering of the body of 
Jesus Christ once for all. And every priest 
standeth daily ministering, and offering often- 
times the same sacrifices which can never take 
away sins: But this man, after he had offered 
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one sacrifice for sins, for ever sat down on the 
right hand of God; for by one offering he hath 
perfected for everthem that are sanctified. Heb. 
x.9 to 12; 14. 

For even hereunto were you called, because 
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an ex- 
ample that ye should follow his steps; who, 
his own self, bare our sins on his own body on 
the tree, that we, being dead to sin, should live 
unto righteousness, by whose stripes ye were 
healed. 1 Pet. ii. 215 24. 

For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the 
just for the unjust, (that he might bring us to 
God,) being put to death in the flesh, but quick- 
ened by the Spirit. 11. 18. 

If any man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And he is 
the propitiation for our sins; and not for our 
sins only, but also for the sins of the whole 
world. 1 John il. 1, 2. 

Hereby perceive we the love of God, because 
he laid down his life for us. iii. 16. 

In this was manifested the love of God to- 
wards us, because that God sent his only-begot- 
ten Son into the world, that we might live through 
him : Herein is love ; not that we loved God, but 
that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the pro- 
pitiation for-our sins. iv. 9, 10, 
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EVERLASTING LIFE OBTSINED BY SUBMITTING 
TO THE GOVERNMENT OF JESUS CHRIST 
UNDER HIS VARIOUS CHARACTERS, 


The people that walked in darkness have seen 
a great light; they that dwell in the land of the 
shadow of death, upon them hath the light 
shined. Isa. ix. 2.—See Matt. iv. 15, 16. 

And the light of Israel shall be for a fire, and 
his holy one for a flame. x. 17. 

And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon 
him ; the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of council and might, the spirit of 
knowledge, and of the fear of the Lord: and 
shall make him of quick understanding in the 
fear of the Lord, and he shall not judge after 
the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the 
hearing of his ears; but with righteousness 
shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity 
for the meek of the earth, &c.: and righteous- 
ness shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithful- 
ness the girdle of his reins: in that. day there 
shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an 
ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles 
seck, and his rest shall be glorious. xi, 2 to 53 
10. 

Behold, the Lord God will come with a strong — 
hand, and his arm shall rule for him ; behold 
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his reward is with him, and his work before 
him; he shall feed his flock like a shepherd ; 
he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and 
carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead 
those that are with young. Isaiah x]. 10, 11. 

I the Lord have called thee in righteousness, 
and I will hold thine hand; and I will keep 
thee, and give thee for a covenant for the people, 
for a light to the Gentiles. I am the Lord, that 
is my name; and my glory will I not give to 
another, neither my praise to graven images. 
xl. 63 8. 

I will also give thee fora light to the Gentiles, 
that thou mayest be my salvation to the ends of 
the earth. Thus saith the Lord, the Redeemer 
of Israel, and his holy one; to him whom man 
despiseth ; to him whom the nation abhorreth; 
to a servant of rulers, kings shall see and arise ; 
princes also shall worship, because of the Lord 
that is faithful, and the holy one of Israel, and 
he shall choose thee. xlix. 6, 7. 

Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the: 
glory of the Lord is.risen upon thee ; for be-: 
bold the darkness shall cover the earth, and 
gross darkness the people ; but the Lord shall 
arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon 
thee, and the Gentiles shall come to thy light, 
and kings to the brightness of thy rising. 1x. 
1 to 3. 
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‘Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated, 
so that no man went through thee. I will make 
thee an eternal excellency, a joy of many genera- 
tions. The sun shall be no more thy light by 
day, neither for brightness shall the moon give 
light unto thee. But the Lord shall be- unto 
thee an everlasting light, and thy God thy glory, 
Thy sun shall no more go down, neither shall 
the moon withdraw itself; for the Lord shall be 
thine everlasting light, and the days of thy 
mourning shall be ended, Isaiah Ix. 153 19, 
20. 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because 
the Lord hath anointed me to preach good 
tidings unto the meek; he hath sem me to bind 
up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and the opening the prison to them 
that are bound ; to proclaim the acceptable year 
of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our 
God ; to comfort all that mourn; to appoint 
unto them that mourn in Zion beauty for ashes, 
the oil of joy for mourning; the garment of 
praise for the spirit of ‘heaviness; that they 
might be called trees of righteousness, the 
planting of the Lord, that he might be glori- 
fied. Isaiah Ixi, 1 to 3.—See Luke iv. 18. 

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace, according to thy word, for mine eyes 
haye seen thy salyation, which thou hast pre- 
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pared before the face_of all people; a light to 
enlighten the Gentiles, and the glory of as 
people Israel. Luke ii. 29 to 32. 

In him was: life, and the life was the light of 
men. And the light shined in darkness, and 
the darkness, comprehended it not. (He) was 
the true light, which lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world. And. the word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we be- 
held his glory, the glory as of the only-begotten 
of the Father,) full of grace and truth. John i. 
4,5; 9; 14. 

For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
And this is the condemnation ; that light is 
come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were evil : 
for every one that doeth evil hateth the light, 
neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should 
be reproved; but he that doeth truth cometh to 
the light, that his deeds may be made manifest 
that they are wrought in God. He that be- 
lieveth on the Son hath everlasting life; and he 
that believeth not the Son, shall not see life, 
ill. 16; 19 to 21; 36. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, the hour is. 
coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear 
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the voice of the Son of God; and they that 
hear shall live. Search the Scriptures; for in 
them ye think ye have eternal life, and they are 
they which testify of me. John v. 253 39. 

The bread of God-is he which cometh down 
from heaven, and giveth life unto the world. 
Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life; he 
that cometh to me shall never, hunger; and he 
that believeth on me shall never thirst. Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, he that beheveth on me 
hath everlasting fe. Whoso eateth my flesh, 
and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life, and I 
will raise him up at the last day. As the living 
Father hath sent me, and | live by the Father, 
so, he that eateth me, even he shall live by me: 
he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever. 
It is the spirit that quickeneth, the flesh pro- 
fiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto 
you, they are spirit and they are life. vi. 33; 
Bug ATs 54-305 Teh 8 sG By 

Then spake Jesus unto them, saying, IL am 
the light of the world; he that followeth me 
shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the 
light of life. viii. 12. ‘ | 

As long as I am in the world, I am the light 
of the world. ix. 5. 

He that entereth not by the door into the 
sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the 
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same is a thief and a robber: but he that en- 
tereth in by the door is the shepherd of the 
sheep; to him the porter openeth, and the 
“sheep hear his voice; and he calleth his own 
sheep by name, and leadeth them out: And 
when he putteth forth his own sheep he goeth 
before them, and the sheep follow him, for they 
know his voice. I am the door of the sheep. 
All that ever came before me are thieves and 
robbers; but the sheep did not hear them. I 
am the door; by me, if any man enter in he 
shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find 
pasture. I am the good shepherd: the good 
shepherd giveth up his life for the sheep. Iam 
the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and 
are known of mine. As the Father knoweth 
me, even so know I the Father; and I lay down 
my life for the sheep: and other sheep I have 
which are not of this fold ; them also I must 
bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there 
shall be one fold and one shepherd. John x. 1 
‘to 4; 7to9; 11; 14 to 16. 
_. Jesus saith unto her, I am the resurrection and 
the life; he that believeth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth 
and believeth in me, shall neverdie. xi. 25, 26. 


Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while the — 
light is with you; walk while ye have the light, 
L2 
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lest darkness come upon you. While ye have 
the light believe in the light, that ye may be the 
children of the light. Iam come a light into 
the world, that whosoever believeth on me should 
not abide in darkness. John xii. 35, 36; 46. 

Jesus saith unto them, I am the way, the 
truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the 
Father but by me. xiv. 6. 

I am the vine, and my Father is'the husband- 
man. Abide in me, and I in you. As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it 
abide in the vine, no more can ye, except ye 
abide in me. I am the vine, ye are the branches. 
He that abideth in me, and | in him, the same 
bringeth. forth much fruit: for without me ye 
can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he 
is cast forth as a branch, and is-withered; if ye 
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye 
shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you. xv. 15 4 to 7. : 

The hour is come ; glorify thy Son, that thy 
Son also may glorify thee. As thou hast given 
him power over all flesh, that he should give 
eternal life to as many as thou hast given him: 
and this is life eternal; that they might know 
thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom 
thou hast sent. xvii. 1 to 3. 

For so the Lord commanded us, saying, I 
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have set thee to be a light to the Gentiles, that 
thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of 
the earth. Acts xiil. 47. 

Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ shall give thee light. Ephes. v. 
14, 

Set your affection on things above, not on 
things on earth. For ye are dead, and your life 
is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who 
is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear 
with him in glory. Col. ii. 2 to 4, 

Who will have all men to be saved, and come 
unto the knowledge of the truth; for there is 
one God, and one mediator between God and 
man, the man Christ Jesus. 1 Tim. ii. 4, 5. 

Now the God of peace, that brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shep- 
herd of the sheep, through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every 
good work to do his will, working in you that 
which is well pleasing in his sight, through 
Jesus Christ. Heb. xiii. 20, 21. 

Who, his ownself,; bare our sins in his own 
body on the tree; that we, being dead- to sin, 
should live to righteousness; by whose stripes 
ye were healed: for ye were as sheep going 
astray, but are now returned unto the shepherd 

_and bishop of your-souls. 1 Pet, ii. 24, 25. 
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Who is he that overcometh the world, but he 
_ that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? 
This is he that came by water and blood, even 
Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water 
and blood; and‘it is the Spirit that beareth wit-- 
ness, because the Spirit is truth. And this is 
the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son. He that hath the 
Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life. These things have I written 
to you that believe in the name of the Son of 
God; that ye may know that ye have eternal 
life, and that ye may believe on the name of the. - 
Son of God. 1 John y. 5,63 11 to 13. 

And when the chief shepherd shall appear, ye 
shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not 
away. 1 Pet. y. 4. 


\ 
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The following is an Extract from Dr. Augustus 
Herman Franck’s Christus Sacre. Scripture 
Nucleus; or, ‘‘ Christ the Sum and Sub- 
stance of all the holy Scriptures.”” Sect. Ixiv. 


“You will make no small progress’ in the 
knowledge of Christ, if you attend to the various 
names by which he is distinguished in the holy 
Scriptures ; fot which purpose you will find 
them here collected together in some order. He 
is called, then, 


T. According to his Divine Nature. 

t. Jesus. Lukeii. 21; 1.31. Matt.i, 21. 

2. Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever. Heb. xiii. 83 1. 12. 

3. Jehova, the Lord, the Lord of Hosts. Isa, 
liv. 5. , 

4. The Lord our Righteousness. Jer. xxiii. 6. 

5. The Lord who spoke withAbraham. Gen. . 
XVill, 1, 13, 17. ; 

6. God and Man, wrestling with Jacob, and 
in whom Jacob saw God with hiseyes. Gen. 
XXxii. 25, 29,31. Hos. xii. 5. 

7. He that appeared and dwelt in the bush, 
whose good-will and blessing was to have come 
upon the head of Joseph. Exod, iii. 2, Deut. 
XXxill. 16, 
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8. The Presence of the Lord. Exod. xxxiii. 
14, 
9. God. Johni. 1... 2 Tim. iii. 16, 
10. The Great God. Tit. ii. 13. 
11. God over all, blessed for ever. Rom. 
ix. 5. 
12. God who is in the Heavens. Ps. exy. 3. 
13. The true God and Eternal Life. 1 John 
v. 20. P 
14, He that is called, the God of the whole 
Earth. Isa. liv. 5. 
15. The mighty God. Isa. ix. 6. 
16. The everlasting Father. Isa. ix. 6, 
17. A Man next to God, (English translation, 
His Fellow). Zech. xiii. 7. ‘Matt. xxvi. 31. 
18. A Worker, or one brought iy} with Him. 
Prov. “viii. 30, 31. 
19. God’s own Son. Rom. viii. 32. 
* 20. God’s dear Son, Tids 77 dydarys are. Col. 
i. 13.3 or the beloved Son, in whom the Father is 
-well pints Matt. iii. 17. - Jedidiah. 2 Sam. 
Xl. 25. 
. The only-begotten Son of God, full of 
ee and truth, ° John i, 14, . 
22. The Son, who is in the bosom of the 
Father. John i. 18. 
23. The Son of the most high and living God. 
John ix. 35. Matt. xvi. 16. Mark vee 
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24, God’s holy Child Jesus. Acts iv. 27. 

25. TheSon. John iii. 35,36. Psal. il. 12. 
1 John ii. 22, 23. Heb. i. 8. 

26. The Son of the Father. 2John 3. 

97. The Word of God. Rev. i. 25 xix. 13. 
The Word of the Lord. Psalm xxxiii. 6. 

28. The Word. Johni. 1. 

99. The Day-spring from on High, “AvaroAy 
2€ des. Luke 1. 78. 

30. The Brightness of his Glory, and the ex- 
press Image of his Person. Heb. i. 3. 

31. The Image of the invisible God. Col. 
is’ £35 , 

32. The Ruler, whose goings-forth have been 
from of old, from everlasting. Micah v. 2. 

33. The Beginning of the Creation of God. 
Rey. ill. 14, 

34, The First-born of every Creature. Col. 
1.15. 

35. The First-begotten, whom all the angels 
of God worship. Heb. i. 6. 

36. The Angel, in whom is the Name of the 
Lord. Exod. xxiii. 31. 

37. The God of Glory. Acts vil. 2. 

38. The Lord of Glory. 1 Cor. il. 8. 

39. The Lord at the right hand of God. Ps. 
cx. 5 

40, Our Lord and our God. John xx, 28. 

L5 
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41. The Lord from Heaven. 1 Cor. xv. 47: 

42, The Lord, whom all angels and all crea- 
tures do worship. Psalm xcyii. 7. "Heb. i. 6. 
Rev. v. 13. 

43. God, whose throne is for ever and ever. 
Psalm.xlv. 7. Heb. i. 8, 9. - 

44. God, who laid the foundation of the earth, 
and the heavens are the work of his hands. Ps, 
ci. 25. Heb.i.10, 11. Gol u 16, 17. 

45. Who is, before Abraham was, John yiii. 
58. : 

46. Wisdom, which the Lord possessed in 
the beginning of his way. Proy. viii. 22 to 25. 

47. The Lord of the Sabbath. Matt. xii. 8. 
Mark ii. 28. 

48. The Lord of David. Psalm cx. i. Matt. 
XXil. 43, 

49. The Holy of Holies, the Holy One of Is- 
rael. Dan. ix. 24. Isa, liy..5. John xvii. 19. 
1 John ii. 20. 

50. The Alpha and Omega, the First and the 
Last. Rev. i.1}. Isa. xli.4 ; xliv. 65 xlviii. 12. 

51. Whois, and who was, and whois to.come. 
Rey, i, 4. 
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If. The Hebrew Divine Names assigned to 
Christ have a singular Emphasis, and give a 
most effectual Testimony to his Divine Nature 
and Majesty. The chief of which are as fol- 


low: 


by The Almighty God. Gen. xvii. 1.' Isa. 
xi. 

soy or robs: God, to be worshipped. Ps. 
xlv. 6,7. (Heb. i. 8.) Ps. xlvii. 63 Ixvili, 18, 19. 
(Ephes. iv. 8.) j 

MINDY M7 The Lord God of Hosts. Isa. 
viii. 13. (1 Pet. ii. 8.) Isa. liv. 5. 

by The Highest. Psalm xlvii. 3. 

Ik WN PON or TT Ws He that 
shall be, who is tocome. Exod, iil. 14. Rev. 
i. 18. 

=) The Glorious God. Psalm Ixvili. 5.19. 

1) The essential, subsisting God. Exod. 
xvii. 2. Numb. xiv. 22. (1 Cor. x. 9.) Isa. 
vi. 1. (John xii. 41.) Isa. vill. 13, 14. (Luke 
ii. 34. 1 Pet. ii. 8.) Isa. xlv. 21t023, (Rom. 
xiv. 11.) Jer. xxiii. 6; xxxiii. 16. The supreme 
Being. 

sqw God, Self-sufficient, or Omnipotent. 
Gen. xvii. 3 Xxvill. 3; xxxv. 11. Exod. vi. 3. 

S278 God, the Protector of all things. Gen, 


xyili, 27, 30, Judg. yi. 15. 
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PTS IN The Lord, the Governor, my 
Lord. Psalmecx. 1. - (Matt. XXll. 44,45.) 

yrs b> rts The Lord of the whole Earth. 
Psalm xevii. 5, 

EIN ITN The Lord of Lords. Psalm 
CXXXVI. 3. , 

byromy God with us. Isa. vii, 145 viii. 3. 
10. (Matt. i. 23.) This name is assigned to 
Christ, in the Hebrew, with a singular emphasis. 

qwhn The Angel, xar’ eoyjy, the Captain 
and great Ambassador, to whom the Holy Serip- 
tures ascribe Divine Properties. Exod. gies 16, 
Hos. xii. 4. Wherefore He is also called, 

mim qh The Angel of the Tai Get 
xlvili, 16. Exod. 2. (where He is after- 
wards, in verses 4, na 7, called FTW). Zach. 
xi. 8: And 

nan qn The Angel (or Messenger) of - 
the Covenant. Mal. iii. 1. 


I[I. The Names which attest the trae Humanity 
of Christ. 


4. The Man Christ Jesus. 1 Tim.ii. 5. Heb. 
ii. 6. . 

2. The Son of Man. Psalm viii. 4. Heb. 
ii, 6. Matt. xvi. 13. Actsvii. 56, Rey, i, 13; 
xiv. 14, °°. ‘ 

3. The oneMan. Rom.y. 15. 
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4. The Heavenly Man. 1 Cor. xv. 49. 
5. Fairer than the Children of Men. Psalm 
x]v. 2. 
6. The Second Man. 1 Cor. xv. 47. 
. 7. The last Adam, 1 Cor. xv. 45. 
8. The Seed of the Woman. Gen. ili. 15. 
Gal. iv. 4. 
9. The Seed of Abraham. Gal. iil. 16. 
10. The Seed of Isaac. Gen. Xxvi. 4. 
11. The Seed of Jacob. Gen. xxviil. 14. 
12. A Star out of Jacob. Numb. xxiv. 17.— 
13. The Lion of the Tribe of Judah. Rev. v.5. 
14. He that shall grow up as a tender Plant, 
and as a Root out of a dry Ground. Isa. lili, 2. 
15. A Root of Jesse, which shall stand for an 
Ensign of the People, to Him shall the Gentiles 
seek. Isa. xi. 10. 
16. The Root of the OfSpnns of David: 
Rey. xxii. 16. 
17. A Rod out of the Root of Jesse. Isa. xi. 1. 
18. The Root of David. Rev. v. 5. 
19. The Son of David. Matt. xxii. 42. 
20. The Beloved and Well-beloved of Isaiah. 
Isa. y. 1. 
21. The Fruit of the svi of David. Psalm 
Cxxxii. 11. 
22. A Righteous Branch unto David. Jaki 
xxiii, 5 5 XXXill, 15. 
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‘23. The First-born Son of Mary. Luke ii. 7. 
Matt. i. 25. 

24. The blessed Fruit of the Womb of Mary. 
Luke i. 42. 

25. The Holy Thing which was born of Mary. 
Luke i,.35. Dan. ix. 24, 

26. A Child born to wey a Son given to us. 
Tsa. ix. 6. ‘ 

27. A Man-child. Rev. xii. 5. 

28. A Child. Isa. vii. 16. 

29. A Man. Gen. iv. 15 xxxii, 24. Judg. 
xiii. 10, 11. Jer. xxxi. 22. Dan. x. 5. Zech. 
i; 8, 10, 115 vi. 125 xiii. 7. Ezek. ix. 2, 115° 
x. 2, 6,73; xl. 3,53; xlili. 6. Acts ii. 22; 
Xvil. 31, 

30. Our Brother. Heb. ii, 11, 12. 

31..The First-born among many Brethren. 
Rom. viii. 29. z 

32. God’s Servant, the Branch, the Man 
whose Name is the Branch, who shall grow up 
out of his Place. Zech. ili. 83 vi. 12. 

33. Jesus of Nazareth. Mark i, 24; x. ats 
xiv. 67, and xvi. 6. 

34. A Nazarene. Matt. ii. 23. 

35. A Corn of Wheat. John xii. 24. 
36. A Plant of Renown. Ezek. xxxiv. 29. 

37. Thetrue Vine. John xv. 1. 

38. The Olive Tree. Rom, xi. 17, 24, 
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39. The Apple Tree among the Trees of the 
Wood. Cant. ii. 3. 

40. Flesh. John i. 14. Ephes. v. 30. 

41. A Servant. Isa. lii. 13. 

42, God’s Righteous Servant. Isa. liif. 11. 

43. A Sign which shall be spoken against. 
Luke ii. 34, 

44. A Reproach and Contempt of Men. 
Psalm xxil. 7. - 

45. A Worm, and no Man. Psalm xxii. 6. 
_ 46. The Holy One TOM of God, who was 
not suffered to see corruption. Psalm xvi. 10. 
Acts ii. 27. Mark i. 24. 

47. The First-fruits of them that slept. 
1 Cor, xv. £0. 


IV. The Names which testify the Prophetic 
Office of Christ. 


1. The Messias, that is, The Anointed. John 
i, 41. ; 

2. The Prophet. John vi. 14. 

3. The great Prophet that was to come into 
the World. Deut. xviii. 15,18. Acts iii, 22. 
Luke vii. 16. 

4. The Angel of the Covenant. Mal. iii. 1. 

5. The Elect of God. Isa. xlii. i, 

6. The Apostle. Heb. iii. 1. 
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7. The Sent from God. John viii. 42. Matt. 
xv. 04. Tea; tidy 2: 
8. He that was to come, 6 Zoyduevog. 
9. Wisdom. Matt. xi. 19. | 
10. Wonderful, Counsellor. Isa. ix. 6. 
11. He that is Holy and True, and hath the 
Key of David. Rev. ili. 7. 
_ 19, A Teacher come from God. John iii. 2. 
13. Rabbi, Rabboni, (which is to say, being 
interpreted, Master) Joba's: 385 xx. 16. “oh 
Xxill. 10. é 
14. Our Comforter. Isa. li. 12. 
15. The One Shepherd. Ezek. xxxiv. 23. 
16. The Shepherd, making us lie down in 
green Pastures. Psalm xxill. 1,2. Ezek. xxxiv. 
14. 
17. The Shepherd, and Bishop of our Souls. 
1 Pet. ii. 25. 
18. The Chief Shepherd. 1 Pet. v. 4 
19. The Door of the Sheepfold. John x. 9. 
20. The faithful Witness. . Rev.i. 5. 
. Faithful and true. Rev. xix. 11. 
22. The Author and Finisher of our Faith. 
ais xii. 2. sidvestis | 
23. A Minister of the Cres Rom, 
xv. 8. 
24, The Servant tof God to raise up the Tribes 
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of Jacob, and to restore the Preserved of Israel. 
Tsa. xlix. 6. 

25. The Desire of all Nations. Hag. i. 7. 

26. The Way. John xiv. 6. 

27. The Truth. John xiv. 6. 

28. The Sower. Matt. xiii. 3, 18, 37. Mark 
iv. 3, 14. Luke viii. 5. 

29. The Day star. 2 Pet. i. 19. 

30. Light. John iii. 19. ; 

31. Our Light. Isa. Ix. 1. 

32. A great Light. Isa. ix. 2. 

33. A Light to lighten the Gentiles. Luke ii. 
32. Isa. xlix. 6. 

34, The Light of Men. Johni.4. 

35. The true Light, which lighteth every 
Man that cometh into the World. John i. 9. 

36. The Light of the World. John vill. 12. 

37. The Glory of the Lord arisen upon us. 
Isa. Ix. 1. Eph. v. 14. : 

3g. The Sun of Righteousness. Mal. iv. 2. 

39. The Sun of the People of Israel. Isa. Ix. 
90. Rev. xxi. 24. 

40. The Foundation of the Church. 1 Cor. 
iii. 11. Matt. xvi. 18. 

41. A Stone laid.in Zion for a Foundation, a 
tried Stone, a precious Corner-stone, a sure 
Foundation. Isa. xxviii. 16. . 
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42. A Stone of Stumbling and Rock of Of- 
fence. 1 Pet. ii. §. Isa. viii. 14. 

43. The Stone which the Builders refused, 
made the Head of the Corner. Psalm exviii. 22. 
Matt. xxi. 42. Eph. ii. 20. 

‘44, The Fall and rising-again of many in Is- 
rael. Lukeii. 34. 

45. The Amen, (ON ss) the God of 

Amen, or Truth. Rey. iii. 14. Isa. Ixy. 16. 


V. The Names which declare the Priestly Office 
of Christ. 


1. The High Priest of our Profession. Heb.. 
Te 
- 2, The High Priest for ever, after the Order 
of Melchisedeck. Psalm cx. 4. Heh. vi. 20, 

3. A merciful. and faithful High Priest in 
Things pertaining to God. Heb. ii. 17. 

4. The one Mediator between God and Men. 
1 Tim, ii. 5. 

5. The High Priest, who hath ohidioal a more 
excellent Ministry. Heb. vi. 8. 

6. A Surety of a better Testament. Heb. vii. 22. 

7. A Covenant of the People. Isa. xlii. 6. 

8. The Fore-runner Jesus. Heb. yi. 20. 

9. A Minister of the Sanctuary, and of the 
true Tabernacle. Heb. viii. 2. 
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10. An Advocate with the Father. 1 John 
ii. 1. i 

11., Our Salvation. Gen. xlix. 8. Exod. xv. 2. 
Sam. jie le Job xiii. 162. Psalm xxvii 1 5 
xl. 16; 1.233 Ixv. 53 Ixvit. 35 Ixx. 4; Ixxi. 
155 xevi. 23 xcvill. 2,35 Cxviil. 14 ; cxix. 81,. 
123, 166, 174. Isa. xii. 2; xlv. 83 xlvi. 135. 
lii. 10; Ixi. 10; Ixii. 1, 11. Hab. i. 18. Luke 
iii. 6, the Salvation of God, (73 owrrpiav ré Od.) 

12. The Rock of our Salvation. 2 Sam. xxii, 
2, 3. Psalm xviil. 2. 

13. The Fountain of Salvation. Isa. xii. 3. 

14. A Fountain opened to preserve from Sin 
and from Uncleanness. Zech. xiii, 1. 

15. The Horn of our Salvation. 2 Sam. xxii. 3. 
Psalm xviii. 2. Luke i. 69. 

16. The Rock of our Salvation. Ps. xcv. 1. 

17. The Salvation of the Daughter of Zion. 
Isa. Ixii. 11. 1 

18. The Saviour. Ps. xvii. 7. Isa, xix. 203 
xlv. 15,21. Zeph.iii. 17. Luke ii. 11. Acts 
y. 31. Phil. iii. 90. 2 Pet. i, 15 ii. 205 ii. 2. 

19. Our Saviour. Psalm cvi. 21. Isa. xlili. 
3, 113 xlix. 265 Ixil. 8. Ezek. xi. 16. Luke 
3.47. 2Tim.i. 10. Tit. i. 43 ii. 135 i. 6. 

20. The Saviour of the World. 1 Jo. iv. 14. 

21. The Saviour of his Body, the Church. 
Eph. y. 23. 
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22. The Captain of Salvation, made perfect 
through Sufferings. Heb. ii. 10. 

23. A Deliverer.- Matt. i. 21. 

24. The Afflicted, whose affliction God doth 
not despise, nor abhor. Ps. Xxil. 24. 

25. Our best Friend. John xv. 13 to 15. 

26. The Righteous, by his knowledge justify- 
ing many, and bearing theiriniquity. Isa. liii- 11. 

27. The good Shepherd that giveth his Life 
for the Sheep. John 'x.-11. 

28. The great Shepherd, bronght again from 
the dead, through the blood of the everlasting 
Covenant. Heb. xiii. 20. 

29. The true RisAnets or near Kinsman, 
who redeems his poor Brethren. Levit. xxv. 25, 
&c. Compare Ruth iii, 125 iv.1, &e. “Gen. 
xl viii. 16, 

30. He that hath mercy.on us. Isa. xlix. 10. 

31. Our Redeemer... Job xix. 25. Isa. liv. 5. 

32. Christ crucified. 1 Cor. i, 23, 24; ii. 2. 
Mark xvi. 6. 

33. An Altar. Heb. xiii. 10. Tsa. Ix. 7. 

34. An Offering, and a Sacrifice to God, for 
a sweet-smelling savour. Ephes. y. 2. Gen. 
Vill. 20, 21. 

35. The Gift of God. John iv. 10. 

36. The Lamb of God which taketh away 
the Sins of the World. John i, 29. 
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37. The Lamb without Spot and Blemish, by 
whose precious blood we are redeemed. 1 Pet. 
1. 19. f 

38. The Lamb slain. Rev. v.12. (In the 
Revelation Christ is called the Lamb twenty- 
nine times.) 

39. The Passover sacrificed for us. 1 Cor. v.7. 

40. Made a Curse for us.- Gal. iii. 13. 

41. Our Peace. Ephes. ii. 14. 

42. The Physician. Matt. ix. 12, Exod. 
xv. 26. : 

43. The Plague of Death, and Destruction of 
the Grave. Hos. xii. 14. - 

44. Life. John i. 143 xi.25; xiv. 6. 

45. Eternal Life. 1 John i. 2; ch. v. 20. 

46. The Tree of Life. Rev. ii. 73 xxii. 14. 

47. The Bread of Life. .Jobn vi. 48. 

48. The Bread of God which came down from 
Heaven, and giveth Life unto the World. -John 
vi. 33. 

49. The spiritual Rock of which the Israelites 
drank. — 1 Cor. x.4. 

50. The Body, of which the Ceremonies and 
Figures of the Old Testament were but Shadows, 
Cal. ii. 17. 

51. The End of the Law. Rom, x. 4, 
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Vi. The Names which declare the Regal Office 
of Christ. 

1. The Lord’s Christ. Luke ii. 26; ix. 90. 

2. The Lord’s Anointed. Ps. ii. 2. 1 Sam. 
il. 10, 

3. A King. John xviii. 37. 

4. The King’s Son. Ps: Ixxii.1. Matt. xxii. 2. 

5. A great King above all Gods. Ps. xev. 3. 

6. The Prince of the Kings of the Earth. 
Rev. i. 5. 

7. The Lamb, who is Lord of Lords, and 
King of Kings. | Rev. xvii, 14 3 xix. 16. 

8. God’s First-born, higher than the — of 
the Earth. Psalm Ixxxix. 27. 

g. The King of Righteousness, and King of 
Peace. | Heb. vii. 2. 

10. The King of Glory. Psalm xxiv. 8. 

11. The King of Israel. John i. 49. 

12. He that reigns over the House of Jacob 
for ever. Luke i. 33. 

13. He that is born King of the Jews. 
Matt. ii. 2. s | 

14. The King set upon God’s holy Hill of 
Sion. Psalmvii. 6. 

15. King David. Hos. iii. 5. Jer. xxx. 9. 

16. The King of whom David sings. Psalm 
xlv.; xlvil.3 xcill.3 xciv. toc. and cxly. 
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17. The Horn of David. Ps. exxxii. 17. 

' 18. The King of an Daughter of Zion. 
Zech. ix. 9. 

19. God and King over all the Earth. Psalm 
xlvii. 2, 9. 

20. Lord of all. Acts x. 36, : 

21. The Lord of all, rich unto all that tall 
upon him. Rom. x.12. * 

22. A Governor, that shall rule his People . 
Israel. Matt. ii. 6. Mic. v. 2. . 

23. Christ or Messiah, the Prince. Dan. ix. 
25. Isa.lv.4. Matt. ii. 6. 

24. The Prince of Life. Acts ili. 15. 

25. A Leader and Commander to the People. 
Isa. lv. 4. 

26. Captain or Prince of the Host of the 
Lord. Josh. v. 14, (who is called Jehovah the 
Lord ;) vi. 2. 

27. One Shepherd, David, who was to be 
their King and Prince. Ezek. xxxiv. 23, 24; 
XXXVil. 24. 

28. Lord of the Dead and Living. Rom. 
xiv. 9. 

29. The Lord strong and sanidtinys the Lord 
mighty in battle. Psalm xxiv. 8. 

30. The Lamb that is worthy to receive 
Power, and Riches, and Wisdom, and Strength, 
and Honour, and Glory, and Blessing. Rev. v. 12. 
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31. The Blessed, who comes in the Name of 
the Lord. Psalm cxviii. 26; Ixxii. 18. Matt. 
xxi. 9. 

32. A Sceptre that shall rise out of Israel. 
Numb. xxiv. 17. ’ 

33. The Head over all Things. - Eph. i. 22. 

34. The Heir of all Things. Heb.i. 2. ° 

35. The Bridegroom. Matt. xxv. 1.+ Isa. 
ixil, 45. 

36. Arm of the Lord. Isa. Ji. 93 iii. 1. 

37. The Keeper of Israel, Psalm cxxi. 4. 
(Gen. xlvili. 16. Exod. xxxiii. 2.) 

38. The Consolation of Israel. Luke ii. 25. 

39. The Glory of the People Israel. Isa. Ix. 
19. Luke i. 32. Me 

40. The Portion of Jacob. Jer. x. 16. 

41, The King having Salvation. Zech. ix. 9. 

42, Mighty to save. Isa. Ixiii. 1. 

43. A Nobleman that went into a far Coun- 
try, to receive for himself a Kingdom. Luke 
xix. 12, 

44, The Husband, to whom the Church as a 
chaste Virgin is espoused. 2-Cor. xi. 2. Ps. 
xlv. 10, 12,-15, 16. Isa. liv. 5: 

45. A Strength, a Strength to the Needy. 
Isa, xl. 23 xxv. 43 xlix. 5.- Jer. xvi. 19. 

46. A stronger Man, (Luke xi. 22.) 6 ieyu- 
POTEless 
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47. Zerubbabel. Zech. iv. 6, 7,9, 10. Hag. 
ji. 3,5, 2%, 24. 

48. The Hope of Glory. Col.i.27. 1 Tim. 
a 

49. The most Mighty. Ps, xlv. 3. Isa. ix.6. - 

50. Shiloh. Gen. xlix. 10. 

51. He that liveth. Rev. i. 18. 

52. A Man of War, or the most warlike. 
Exod. xv. 3. 

53. He that treadeth the Wine-press alone. 
Isa. Ixiii. 2, 3. 

54. He judgeth among the Gods. Psalm 
Ixxxil. 1. ‘ 

55. The Judge of Quick and Dead. Acts 
x. 42, am 
56. The Judge of all the World. Gen. xviii, 
25. 

57. A tall Cedar, cropt off from the Top of 
young Twigs, and planted in the Mountain of 
the Height of Israel. Ezek. xvii. 22, 24. Com- 
pare Cant. v. 15. 

58. A great Mountain. Dan. ii. 35. 

59. A Stone cut out without Hands. Dan, 
il. 34. 

60. A Light of the City of the new Jerusa- 
Jem. Rev. xxi. 23. 

61. Christ is all, and in all. Col. iii, 11. 
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VII. The Names by which the Bridegroom is 
distinguished in the Song of Solomon. 


62. 


63. 


The King. i. 123 ili. 9, 11. 
The Beloved, the Well-beloved. i. 13,14; 


il. 3, 8,9, 10, 16,175 iv. 165 Vv. 2, 4, 5, 6,8, 
9, 10,16; vi. 1,23 vil. 10,11,13 3 vill. 5, 14. 


64. 


65. 


66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
vi. 2. 
- 70. 
Yj 
72. 
73s 


Whom my Soul loveth, 1.7 ; iit, 1, 2, 3. 
A Bundle of Myrrh. 1, 13. , 

A Cluster of Camphire. i. 14, _ 

Fair and pleasant. i. 16. 

The Rose of Sharon. ii. 1. 

Who feedeth among the Lilies. ii. 16; 


Solomon. iii. 73 viii. 11, 12. 

King Solomon. iii. 9. 11. 

White and ruddy. y. 10. 

The Chiefest among ten thousand. y, 10. 


Compare Dan. vii. 10. 


74. 


My Brother. viii. 1. 
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PERFECTION. 


Tus Apostle Paul has said, ‘* Therefore, leav- 
ing the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let 
us go on unto perfection.” It therefore seems 
necessary to have this end of all our labour in 
view. The idea of the impossibility of perfection 
in this life, leaves a chasm in the work of Chris- 
tianity, which must militate against that desirable 
stimulus; that fervent hope ; which every pious 
mind ought to possess, that, through Divine 
assistance, he may in the end be healed and 
cleansed from all impurity, and “ his robes 
washed white in the blood of the Lamb.” 
Surely this must be the true Christian’s hope! . 

If nothing unholy or unclean can enter the 
kingdom, is it after death the work is to be ac- 
complished? ‘It therefore seems that the doctrine 
of Perfection is consistent with the Scriptures. 


Noah was a just man, and perfect in his gene- 
ration; and Noah walked with God. Gen. vi. 9. 

The Lord appeared to Abraham, and said unto 
him, “ I am the Almighty God: walk before 
me, and be thou perfect.” xvii. 1. 

Thou shalt be perfect with the Lord thy God. 
Deut. xviii. 13, 

Dayid says, ‘* Godis my strength and power, 
and he maketh my way perfect.” 2 Sam. xxii. 33, 
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There was a man ih the land of Uz whose 
name was Job, and that man was perfect and 
upright. Job i. 1. 

Behold, God will not cast away a perfect man, — 
~ neither will he help the evil doers. vill. 20. 

If I say I am perfect, it shall also prove me 
perverse ; though I were perfect, vet would I not~ 
know my soul. This is one thing, there- 
fore I said it; he destroyeth the ah and the 
wicked. ix. 20 to 22. 

Mark the perfect man, and behold the up- 
right, for the end of that man is peace. Psalm 
XXXVll. 37. 

Be ye perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect. Matt. y. 48. 

If thou wilt be perfect, go, sell that thou 
hast, &c. &c. “xix. 21. 

And the glory which thou gavest me I have 
given them, that they may be one as we are one ; 
Tin them, and thou in me, that they may be 
made perfect inone. John xvii. 22, 23. 

Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and 
of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ. Ephes. iv. 13. 

Warning every man, and teaching every man 
. in all wisdom, that we may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus. Col. i. 28. 
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That the man of God may be perfect, tho- 
roughly furnished to all good works. 2 Tim. 
ill. 17. 

For the Law made nothing perfect, but the 
bringing in of a better hope did. Heb.-vii. 19. 

But ye are come to mount Zion, and. unto 
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jeru- 
salem, and to an innumerable company of an- 
gels; to the general Assembly and Church, of 
the first-born, which are written in heaven, and 
to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of just 
men made perfect. xii. 22 to 24. 
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A few Scripture Texts, to prove that Man's 
natural Wisdom and Reason is inferior to the 
,Wisdom of God, and insufficient a his Sal-— 

vation. 


T saip days shall speak, and multitude of 
‘years should teach wisdom. But there is a’spirit: 
in man; and the inspiration of the Almighty. 
‘giveth him understanding. Job xxxil. 7, 8 

God thundereth marvellously with his voice; 
great things doeth he which we cannot compre- 
hend. xxxvili 5. 

With God is terrible majesty: touching the 
Almighty, we cannot find him out: He is excel- 
lent in power and in judgement, and in plenty of 
justice ;—he will not afflict ;—men do therefore 
fear him ;—he respecteth not any that are wise 
of heart. xxxvil. 22 to 24. 

Who hath put wisdom in the inward parts, 
or who hath given understanding to the heart ? 
XXXvili. 36, 

Then Job answered the Lord, and said, IL 
know that thou canst do every thing, and that 
no thought can be withholden from thee. Who: 
is he that hideth counsel without knowledge ?. 
Therefore have J uttered that I understood not ; 
things too wonderful for me, which I knew not. 
I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear, . 
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but now mine eye seeth thee ; miiticrefore T abhor 
myself, and repent in dust and ashes. Job xiii. . 
1 to 3; 5, 6. é 

The meek will he guide in judgement ; and 
the meek will he teach his way. Psalm xxv. 9. 

O Lord, how great are thy works!’ and thy 
: thoughts are very deep. A brutish man knoweth 
not; neither doth a fool understand this. (XCil. 
3, Ge Mie 

He that teacheth man knowledge shall not he 
know? The Lord knoweth the thoughts of 
man, that they are'vanity. xciv. 10,11. 

Through thy precepts I get ‘understanding 
therefore I hate every false way. cxix. 104, 

‘Trust in the Lord with ail thine. heart, and 
lean not to thine own understanding. In all thy 
ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy 
paths. Prov. ill. 5, 6. 

The froward. is an abomination to the Lord; 
but his Secret is with the righteous. ili. 32. 

As his ways are plain unto the holy, so are 
they stumbling-blocks unto the wicked. Eccles. 
XXXIX. 24. 

Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, 
and prodent in their own sight! isaiah v. 21. 

L will proceed to doa marvellous work and a 
wonder; for. the wisdom of their wise men shall 


perish, and the understanding of their: prudent. 
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men shall-be hid. Surely, your turning things 
upside down shall be esteemed as the potter’s 
clay; for shall the work say of him that made 
it, He made me not? or shall the thing framed 
say of him that framed it, He had no under- 
standing? Isaiah xxix. 143 16. 

And an highway shall be there, anda way.5 
and it shall be called the way of holiness; the 
unclean shall not pass over it;—the wayfaring 
men, though fools, shall not err herein. xxxy. 8. 

I am the Lord, that is my name; and my, 
glory will I not give to another, neither ay 
praise to graven images. x\lii. 8. 

Who is among you that feareth the Lord, 
that obeyeth the voice of his servant, that 
walketh in darkness, and hath no light? Let — 
him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay 
upon his God. 1. 10, 

For my thoughts are not your thonghts; 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so 
are my ways higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts. lv. 8.. 

Who is wise, and he shall understand these 
things; prudent, and he shall know them: for 
the ways of the Lord are right, and the just 
shall walk in them; but the transgressors shall 
fall therein. Hosea xiy. 9. 
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But they know not the thoughts of the Lord, 
neither understand they his counsel. Micah iv. 
¥2. 

Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I 
am the light of the world: he that followeth — 
me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life. © John viii. 12. 

O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are 
his judgements, and his ways past finding out! 
for who hath known the mind of the Lord, or 
who hath been his counsellor? Rom. xi. 33. 

For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of 
the wise, and will bring to nothing the under- 
standing of. the prudent, because the foolishness 
of God is wiser than: men; and the weakness of © 
God is stronger than men. For ye see your 
calling, brethren ; how that not many wise men 
after the flesh, not many. mighty, not many 
noble are called. But God hath chosen the 
foolish things of the world to confound the 
wise; and God hath chosen the weak things 
_ of the world to confound the things that are 
mighty ; and hase things of the world, and 
things which are despised, hath God chosen; 
yea, and things which are not, to bring to 
nought things that are: that no flesh should 
glory in his presence. 1 Cor. i. 19; 25, 26; 
27 to 29. 


—— 
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If any man Jack wisdom, let him ask of God, 


that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth 


not; and it shall be given him. But let him 
ask in faith, nothing wavering;-for he that 
wayereth is like a wave of the sea, driven with 
the wind; and tossed... For let not that man . 
think that he shall receive any thing of the 
Lord. James i. 5. ; 

But the anointing which ye have aSeied of 
him, abideth in you; and ye need not that any 
man teach you; but as the same anointing 
teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and no 
lie; and even as it hath taught you, ye shall 
abide in him. 1 John ii. 27. 


THE END, 


ERRATUM, 


sth Ine frem the bottom, page 67, add ‘ Vide also Milner's 
listory of the Church of Christ, vol.-S, article Abelard.” 
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